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| IT H an heart overcharged with af- 
fliction, and almoſt blinded by my tears, I 
fit down to account to my Cecilia for that 
filence ſhe complains of, The apprehen- 
ſions you entertained were too well found- 
ed, happy am I to think my deareſt: friend 
knew not to a certainty what 1 ſuffered in 
that tedious interval, but when ſhe hears her 
Julia is become an orphan, it will more ex+ 
preſſively convey to her imagination my me- 
lancholy ſituation, than any language I can 
make uſe of to deſcribe it; for words are 
B inadequate 
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8 to expreſs the anguiſh of my 
mind; grief will not kill, or J ſhould ere now 
have fallen a victim. 
The fatigue I went through during my 
dear mother's fatal illneſs, threw me into a 
fever, which for many days baffled all the 
art of the Phyficians, at length youth and 
a conſtitution naturally good, triumphed 
over a malady that had brought me to the 
cunfines of *“ that undiſcovered country from 
whoſe buurne no traveller returns.” But tho” 
my budily complaints (excepting weakneſs) 
ae removed, time only, with the aſſiſtance 
] heurly implore can adminiſter relief to the 
feelings of the heart. Teach me thou Di- 
vine Power! Reſignation to thy will, and 
make me content with thy diſpenſations! 
To acquieſce with patience I am ſenfible is 
my duty, but the conflict between that and 
nalute is great. 
Luour Julia is weakneſs iſelf; I bend be- 
neath the weight of woe. Now do 1 expe- 
rience the Want of my dear Cecilia's ſympa- 
thinng tender neſs: how much would your 
preſence, alleviate my preſent diftreſs! In 
vain | ſeek an affectionate friend to ſooth 
my ſorrows, alas! I find myſelf bereaved of 
all — conſolation, and then moſt ſenſibly 
fee] the irreparable loſs I have ſuſtained, As 
n as 1 nave recovered ſufficient ſtrength to 
ar | undertake 
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undertake a Yourney Iam to go to Seymour 
Caſtle the ſear of Lady Seymour, my ever 
dear mother's moſt particular friend, to whoſe 
protection ſhe has left me. Lalready eſteem 
her Ladyſhip (tho' I have never Len her) 
from the 8 dr a vn of her by that ami 
able parent, whoſe retired life prevented her 
having any intereourſe 7 the gay world 
in which Lady Seymour lived, till the death 
of her only child, which happened two-years 
ago; fince which time ſhe has conſtant] y 
reſided at Seymour Caſtle. Immediately on 
her being infarmed of the death of her friend, 
ſhe diſpatched a. meſſenget with-a letter io 
me, that has convinced me of the goodneſs 
of her heart, and the high 4 ſhe 
held her in. Since the melancholy: event I 
have received no viſitors but the Rector and 
his daughter; whoſe. grave diſpoſition is bet - 
ter adapted to my ſituation, then any of my 
young acquaintanęe— Write ſoon my Ce- 
cilia for your letters = bring conſolation 
10 £3.81 iti | | 7 | 
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a” my- Geir i Julia, e 
mizes in your diſtreſs, about having it in 
my power to alleviale your affliction; - When 
received your affecting letter, I went to 
my mother's dreſſing-room (with my eyes 
EF ſwimming in tears) to requeſt her permiſſion 
| to go to the friend ef my heart, after ſhe 
had looked over your letter, ſhe ſaid ſhe Was 
forry it was not in her power to comply 
” vith what IL ſeemed fo earneſtly to deſire, 
adding, you know Cecelia I cannot diſpenſe 
with your attendance in your ſiſter Harriet's 
abſence, nor do I think Miſs St. Leger can 
want company, as ſhe muſt have her atten- 
tion taken up in ſettling her affairs, which 
1 ſuppoſe are much deranged by the death. 
of ber mother, as the principal part of Lady 
Mary's income was for life; I am glad, con- 
tinued 
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nennen 3 
tinged ſhe, Lady Seymour is to he her Guar- 
dian, (ſhe has no children to provide for, 
and that may be an advantage to ot friend, 
as her Ladyſhip is poſſeſſed of a large inde- 
pendant fortune. I was ſo agitated at her 
refuſal, and the unfeeling manner in which I I 
thought ſhe expreſſed herſelf, that I had not 
power to reply, and indeed I Knew it was 

in vain to urge my ſuit. Nor will you who 
kaow my mother's diſpoſition towards me, 
be ſurprited at her not indulging me. 


Never before this, my Julia, did your Ca- 
cilia find obedience a difficult taſk, tho? my 


pn veatly put to the tiial 


too apparent want of that parental, 
den, to pauiy lies na 


I am ſa unhappy at 3 4 
tiom, that were I not appretientive of ad 
to the diſtreſs of my ſweer friend, I ſhould 

+ beat Beverly as ſoon as the Poſt. Write 
my dear Julia, for I ſhall be miſerable till I 
hear from you, and be as explicit as poſſible 
with regard to your affairs, as the hint my 
mother threw out of your cireumſtances, 
has made me unhappy. If, as ſhe thiaks, | 
they are embarraſſed, you know I am miC- 

.trels of ſome thouſands, independeat of any 
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one, u lich unleſs my Julia will conſent to 

_ partake, will never _ eyoyd with ſatis- 

| faction by her kk It dtn nt aa 
2" pa 6, WALDERGR 
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LETTER III. 


Miſs St. LTGEXR to Miſs Cxcitia Walpar- 
GRAVE. pouch 
A Beverly. © 


Yo U judged rightly, my dear Cecilia, 
when you ſuppoſed your coming wiahout 
your mother's approbation, would have 
made me very unhappy, do not, my dear 
friend, let the ſhare you take in my forrows 
cauſe you to offend your parent, and be at- 
ſured I bear no reſentment to Mrs, Walder- 
ou for her refuſal, tho' ſo directly oppo- 
ite tomy wiſhes; and I. have the ſatisfac- 
tion of aſſuring my affectionate Cecilia, vhat 

I have, with the aſſiſtance of reaſon and re- 
ligion, brought my mind to ſuch a degree 
of compoſure, as to think of my ſituation 
with more calmneſs than I could poſſibly ex- 
pe& when I laſt wrote to you. My heart 
is filled with gratitude to that Divine Being 
to whoſe aſſiſtance I owe my preſent tran» 
quillity, and arraign myſelf for murmuting 
$12] . 21 
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at his will. My dear mother's laſt requeſt 
ſhall be attended to: I will no longer indulge 
unavailing ſorrow, tho' her remembrance 
muſt be ever dear to my heart. 

And now, my deareſt Cecilia, how ſhall I 


_ Expreſs my thanks for your kind conſider- 


ation, I can but faintly convey my feelings, 
but they are wrote with the pencil of Grati- 
tude on the tablet of my heart; imagine 
what your own would be on a ſimilar occa- 
ſion, and it will tell you what are the ſenti- 
ments of your obliged friend, who by the 
prudent œconomy of the moſt amiable of 
wornen, am left in a ſtate of independence; 


which makes it unneceſſary for me to accept 


—— — 


cumftances you 


your generous offer: but to ſatisfy your at- 
fectionate — will be explicit with re- 
gara i my affairs, for which I muſt begia 
at a very early period, and relate ſome cir- 
are perhaps unacquainted 
with. 1 | 1 5 


My mather you know was the only child 
of the Ear] and Conntefs of Villers; the had 
the-misfortune to loſe both her parents, be- 
fore ſhe had attained her fifteenth - year, 


| poſſeſſed of a large fortune, with the addi- 


tion of a very b:autiful perſon,. ſhe had ſoon 
a great train of admirers, many of them of 
the tirſt nobility, but ſhe prefered Mr. St. 
Leger contrary to the advice of all her friends 
11. | f tho? ; 
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tho he wäs jn point of family and fortune 
her equal; but unfortunately was of a moſt 
extravagant turn, with a ſtrong propenſity 
to play: however the ſettlements were ſo 
drawn, that my mother remained in poſſeſ- 
ſion of her fortune. For two years their hap · 
pineſs was uninterrupted, at the expiration 
of that time my father grew viſibly unhap- 
py at having no child, and at length began 
to treat my mother with great indifference, 
at the end of the fourth year I came into the 
World only to add to her unhappineſs, as 
he did not conceal his diſſatisfaction that it 
was not a ſon. He now gave himſelf iatire- 
ly up to a ſet of ſharpers, which reduced 
him to ſuch ſtraits, that as he could not in- 
 cumber the eftate, my mother was obliged 
to advance ſuch ſums to make bim eaſy, 

as reduced her fortune to ſix thouſand pounds þ 
and her jewels, which were valuable, thoſe 9 
ſhe veſted in proper hands for my uſe. _ 

Our houſe was now a continual ſcene of 
riot and diſſipation, without my mother hav- 
ing it inher power to prevent it. The exceſſes 
my father was guilty of, threw him into a 
bad ſtate of health, and an apoplectic fit 
put a period to his life, and left his amiable 
wife involved in inumerable difficulties. The 
houſe and furniture was fold to ſatisfy the 
creditors, but my father's brother, who came 
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into the eſtate, behaved in the kindeſt man: 
ner to her, tho' my father and he had not been 
on good terms for years, owing to a diſſimi- 
larity of temper and ſentiments, for my 
grand-father dying when he was but a child 
his mother indulged him in an inclination, 
he had to a ſea-life, before he could have 
received an education proper for a gentleman; 
but the goodneſs of his heart makes ample 
amends for that deficiency. He ſettled on 
my mother during her life, (as he had al - 
ways the higheſt reſpect for her) five hun- 
dred pounds a year, with that and the wreck 
of her large fortune ſhe retired to Beverly, 
which I ſet down as the happieſt period of 
my life; as it was there I firſt ſaw my Ceci- 
lia, and formed that friendſhip that will end 
but with my exiſtence. | riert 

My mother who was elegantly accom- 
pliſned, dedicated moſt part of her time to 
my education, and ſpared no pains to form. 
my teſte and improve my judgment; ſhe 
would ſay, my dear Julia, were it not for the 


amuſements 1 had within. myſelf, | [ ſhould _ 


have ere now ſuik under the variety, of mis» | 
. fortunes that oppreſſed me; and the forming | 
your mind has been a fource of pleaſure to 
me. Happy in the inſtruction ard ſociety 
of ſuch a parent, I had no wiſh ungratified. 
The enſuing winter ſhe propoſed quitting 

: our 
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our retirement, and ſpending it ia London, 
as ſhe was deſirous to have me introduced to 
her friends who aſſemble there at that ſea- 
ſon. Bit Heaven was pleaſed to counteract 
her intentions, and with reverence | ſubmit 
to its all wiſe deerees, I have been as partt- 
cular as poſſible 1 could, to ſatisfy my dear 
Ceciliaz and to eaſe her mind of the fears it 
entertains on her Julia's account. If the wea- 
ther permits, I ſet out to-morrow for Sey- 
mour Caſtle, and as ſoon as I arrive you ſhall 
hear from | 
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EET TER W. 


From the SAME to the SAME, 


My dear Cecilia, DIES 
3 Seymour Caſtle, 


Yoo R friend has changed her late me- 
lancholy abode, to the ſeat of peace and hap- 
pineſs, if I may judge from what I have al- 
ready experienced. After a diſagreeable and 
I may ſay ſad journey, I arrived here on 
monday evening; and was received by La- 
dy Seymour with the affectionate warmth of 
a tender parent, Whilſt ſhe held me in her 
arms, her tears poured on'my cheeks, you 
are welcome my dear child; forgive me for 
thus diſtreſſing you (for ſhe perceived I was 
much affe ed) I once had a daughter, and 
ſhe too was a Julia, The Almighty thought 
fit to deprive me of that bleſſing ; the 1rial 
was ſevere, but I have long ſince learned 
ſubmiſſion to his diſpenſations, tho' I can't 
refrain, now and then paying the tribute of 
a few tears to her memory; but it is paſt, 
and I am again eompoſed, wiping her eyes 
and again embracing me, called me her dear- 


cſ 
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eſt child, all the while my heart was ready 
to burſt; my boſom heaved with fighs of 
ſympathy, till a friendly ſhower” relieved 
me. | | 
My dear Cecilia, with ſuch a pattern of 
reſignation before me, joined to my dear 
mother's injunctions, I'll ſtrive to baniſh all 
gloomy and melancholy reflections which 
have for ſome time devoured me: Þ'll call 
reaſon to my aid and ſtrive to conquer, what 
I am certain is ſinful to indulge. But 1 
perceive I digreſs from my ſubje&. Lady 
Seymour introduced a Miſs Emilia Sydney 
to me, ſaying, ſhe knew an old woman 
was but diſagreeable company for a con- 
5 ſtancy, and therefore had got a young one 
to entertain me, and ſhe hoped her Emily 
= would profit by the acquaintance. Miſs 
Sydney ſaluted and requeſted- my friendſhip 
in the moſt engaging manner, ſhe is a very 
lovely girl about ſeventeen without the leaſt 
degree of affectation, her Father is 2 | 
related to Lady Seymour, and has very grea 
expectations from her Ladyſhip; as ſhe has 
remained unmarried, her relations look on 
her as their property. Her nephew Lord 
Henry Seymour is however conſidered as 
ber heir, he is now abroad but is expected 
every day: his character is perfectly amiable, 
when his name happens to be mentioned, 
n they 
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they all run riot in his praiſe, by their ac- 
— of him he is a perfect * but 
enough of a Stranger. 
Before I left Beverly, I received an an- 
' ſwer to a letter, I wrote immediately after 
the death of my dear mother, to my uncle 
St. Leger, it is penn'd in a very affectionate 
tho' blunt manner, as I believe. I have told 
you he is by no means a poliſhed fine gen- 
_ tleman. He married when he was ſtationed at 
Bengal, and got with his wife the enormous 
ſum " two hundred thouſand pounds, bat for 
it, he bartered his happineſs, as ſhe has pro- 
ved to be a very termagent ; (he entirely 
manages the poor gentleman, however he 
fays heſwill allow me the five-hundred pounds 
_ yearly, as long as I continue to deſerve it, 
would take me home but is not maſter of 
his own houſe, defires I may not throw my- 
ſelf away, for as I am a proper damſel I may 
mend my fortune by matrimony, and if a 
good match ſhould offer, he will in ſpight 
\of all his family throw in his mite. Thein- 
tire letter abounds with more native 2 
neſs of heart, and {peaks more forcibly to 
the feelings than the moſt ſtudied — 
quence. 

J have anſwered his Etter i in the beſt man- 
ner I was capable of, but have refuſed the 
annuity, as having no occaſion for ſo large 
un 
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an income; that the intereſt ef the ready 
money my mother left me, was I thought 
more than ſufficient to anſwer my expences, 
but would apply to him if I had occaſion, 
and returned him thanks for his parental - 
attention to me; in my next will give you 8 
deſcription of this family of Worthies. Till 


then, adieu my deareſt Cecilia, 


Your ever 


Juri St. Lucrn, 
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| AROSE to write to my Cecilia, juſt as 
the roſy fingered morn had unbarr'd the 
gates of light, ſo charmingly deſcribed by 
our immortal Milton; the ſun ſoon followed 
gilding the hills, whilſt the birds celebrated 
his approach with their ſoul-felt harmony, 
the beauty of the ſcene caught my attention, 
I ſtood an hour an humble admiring ſpecta- 
tor, and now fit down to introduce my dear 

Cecilia to the amiable Lady Seymour, and 
family; ſhe is as I ſuppoſe about fifty years 
©  * of age, her perſon rather tall, with ſuch an 
air of Majeſty and grandeur, as ſtrike one 
with awe on firft ſeeing her, but there is ſo 
much ſweetneſs and benignity, blended in 

her countenance, with an elegance of man- 
ners which ſeldom unites in one perſon, 

and ſets one quite at their eaſe, her diſpoſi- 

tion which was naturally chearful, has given 

* way to a tender melancholy, ſince the death 


of 


» 


SEYMOUR CASTLE. 17 


of her darling daughter, who was ſnatched 
from her at the blooming age of -eighteen-: 
ſhe however, delights to ſee every one about 
her cheerful and happy. The domeſtics are 
little inferior to theit miſtreſs, as none elſe 
would be fit inhabitants of the Caſtle. Lady 
Seymour ſays, .ſhe beholds them in the light 
of unfortunate friends, as long as they be- 
have themſelves with propriety. ww 
The caſtle is ſituated on an eminence; and 
is a fine Gothic building, it abounds with 
grand views, and [extenſive proſpects, the 
domain is the largeſt in this part of the - 
country, as for the gardens they defy my 
power of deſcription; ſufhce to ſay, Ver- 
tumnus, Pomona, : Flora, and if there ate 
any more Gods and Goddeſſes, who preſide 
oer fruits, ſhrubs and flowers, they have 
Ncoettaialy fixed their abode in this enchantiag 
place, and have all conttibuted to make it 
Ja Eden: all arouad the Caſtle the 
people wear the ſmiling face of Peace and 
grounds, the woman and children in uſeful 
Winduſtry, and the idle are puniſhed by not 
being admitted to any of their rural Feſti- 
Wvals, the principal day is the firſt of May; 
when two of the moſt induſtrious. of the 
young people are choſen King and Queen, 
the: great prize is a crown (which half 
| | the 
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the world are fighting for) but theirs is one 
of Roſes without thorns, and therefore fits 
quite eaſy on their brow. One of the ad- 
vantages attending their royalty is an invi- . 
| tation to dine at the Caſtle every Sanday, 
and if they continue to behave well, are to 
have fifty pounds on the day of their mar- | 
nage, and there's hardly a young couple, 
but what have been crowned with the inſig- 
nia of merit. 


Thaw e Lady Seymour ſpend. a large 
fortune in diſpenſing happineſs to hundreds, 
and inſuring a great reward to herſelf. The 
reaſon I have become ſo ſuddenly acquainted Þ 
with thoſe cuftoms; the important day is 
near, and as Lady Seymour prefides as j x 4 
I am to attend the coronation. I muſt make 
| ſome preparations, proper for the occafion, | 
ſo fhall not write to my dear Cecilia, till the 
nd affair is over. You are by this time 
I hope ſatisfied with my account of Seymour | 
_ Caſtle and its appendages. Emilia is tor- 
menting me to chuſe ſome ribands and flow- i 
. ers for a hat, as ſhe intends ſhe ſays, to 
look killingly handſome in her rural dreſs, 3 
| the whole fide of the country, are to be invi- 
ted, and ſhe inſiſts that it will be a ſhame if F 
we dot not F'make e -Conyuetts, She is at the 
door, 


1 vs = n « S by \ C * * 1 5 o Sad Rn 2h , — F 
1 2 "y * * Red, %: 00 2 Lo. * — . 2 * „5 — be. Py on * A - Te” 1 F 2 2 J To 
» "2" Mp en 8s 9 n Taz. n 1 — - 55 
= 8 Lon n R 12 RS 
. ' — 1 * * al „ os = 


* o A” 
s... ho - i 
br 3 4 
* —— $ — 2 = 


ä 


S EYTMOUR CASTLE. ag 


door, and will not go without me, Fare- 
wel, my deareſt Cecilia, ſays your affec- 
tionate, 
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; Miſs CxclLia WALDERGRAVE # Miſs St, 


LEGER, 


Greſvenor-ſquare,, 


* M deareſt Julia's laſt entertaining let- 
ter afforded me moreheart-felt pleaſure than 
1 have experienced ſince I knew that you 
were unhappy. I was certain my dear girl 
had nothing to do but call reaſon to her aid, 
and I knew her good ſenſe would prevail, 
for to perſevere was to arraign the diſpenſa- 
tion of Providence, the ſenſibility of my Ju- 
lia's diſpoſition is truly amiable ;- but ſenfibi- 
lity too much indulged after it paſſes the 
bounds preſcribed, degenerates into weak- i 
neſs which in a female often proves dan- iſ 
gerous. | | 


« For 


SEYMOUK CASTLE or 
4e « For caſe nor peace that heart _ W 
4 That like the needle true, W 


Turns at the touch of joy and woe, Ws 


44 ' But ruring trembles too. Tino 54 Td 


Was for the male creatures, their ſenfibility/i is 
2 ll affected, if they had any in reality, it 
A ould make them more agreeable; as it 
ould humanize their hearts, and yn 


4 
= 

a0 
F 


1 NF Wheir manners. The few that poſſeſs it, how 
ery amiable does it make them. — 
-I thiak 1 bear my Julia ſay, ſure this is 
n Pot my giddy friend turned Preacher; in- 
15 Need I am not ſurpriſed at your doubting, 


or upon my honour; I am aſtoniſhed at my; 
a cleverneſs, I think I bid fair for happi: 
Pes in the married ſtate; for Jam ſure to 
reat him with variety, and that is what all 
6 1 e ſex are fond of. Sherbet is never good 
nleſs the ſweet and ſour are well blended ; 
4 ut a truce with nonſenſe, I am quite in 
Waptures at your ſituation, and were I of 

þ We party, I ſhould-uſe all my influence to 
obtain the Roſy crown, how delightful would, 
be, to feel it encircling my brow ! I be- 
Wc vc kor the time it would make me happier 


Fot 1 than 
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than a wreath of diamonds. But I forgot it 
is the reward of merit; if fo I ſhould be diſj- 
tanced. Happy Lady Seymour, that has the 
power of diſpenſing bleſſings to fo many 
Vithout injuring herſelf; Gracious, Heaven! 

How much fach a woman muſt feel the loſs 
of her child! Oh! Julia, ſhe was like you 
in face and perſon, as well as in name, I am 
not ſurpriſed at poor Lady Sey mour's being 
affected at ſeeing you. The lovely Julia 


Seymour, and I were companions at ſchool, | 


there we formed a tender i friendſhip! which 


death diſlolved. The firſt time I ſaw you 1 , 
was-aſtoniſhed at the reſemblance, and from 


that time I always looked on you in the light 
of my friend revived; but I do not know lf 
what bewitched me to introduce ſuch 'a me- 
lancholy ſubject, to diſtreſs the tender heart 
of my Julia; her perfections ſhall ever dwell 
on my mind, but never ſince her death could 
I beatito ſpeak of her. A ele 
You fay Miſs Sydney has beſpoke your 
friendſhip, tell her Iwill not allow her to ri- 
val me in your affections, Iwill permit her 
to make as many conqueſts amongſt the 
male wotld, as her beauty intitles her to, but 
let her leave me the heart of my friend; 
which I'll preſerve till I refign it io ſome va- 
liant Knight who muſt deſerve it, but where 
he'll come from Heaven knows, for as yet 
ve OS | | . you 
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you never felt the leaſt ſpark of pity for 
any one of the unfortunate ſwains, that bow- 
ed before the ſhrine of the fair Julia's beauty. 
Poor Howard, I did, and do pity, you: in- 
deed Julia, Edwin was a gentle youth, heir 
to eight thouſand a year and a title, on my 
life you were very hard to pleaſe. Apropos 
I wiſh this ſame Lord Henry Seymour was 
arrived, I long to have a deſcription of a 
Phoenix. My mother has ſept to let me 
know ſhe is waiting for me to go to Lady 

Wilton's Rout, juſt as I was preparing to in - 
= troduce you to an admirer of your humble 
. DF ſervants. I cannot ſtay to ſatisfy your wr 


ſity, and have only time to aſſure my 
Julia, 1 am ever Yours, " 
\ Cecitia WALDERGRAYE. 


>< 
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Eaxvs juſt ſtolen a moment to tell my 
dear Cecilia, that Miſs Sydney and your Ju- 
lia are adorned for conqueſt; and I will 
give you an account of our Ammu- 
nition and arms. Our dreſſes were white 
ſarſnets, covered with filver gauze, the trains 
ſet on with a girdle of French flowers, a 
wreath of flowers on the Petticoat, our hair 


dreſſed without powder; a ſmall crape hat 


with ſpangled gauze, and a few flowers is all 
the ornament we have on our heads, a moſs 
roſe and ſome lilly of the valley compole our 
bouquets; are you not of opinion, we ſhall 
cut a figure at our fete Champetre; there's 
to be an amazing number of fine folks, for 
this part of the world abounds with them, 

. | amongſt 
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amongſt the reſt Sir George Mordaunt; the 
moſt accompliſhed man in the country ; ele- 
gant in his perſon and addreſs, but has too 
much confidence to pleaſe me. He has liv- 
ed moſtly abroad, where he has contracted 
rather an indifferent opinion of women in 
general, however, he is very agreeable, and 
along with all his perfections, has a very 
large independent fortune; the laſt ingredi- 
ent not the worſt part, you'll ſay ; Emilia 
has fixed on him, ſo I have given him up 
3 without a murmur, for he is not to my taſte : 
there is to be a family of Wrongheads from 
$ whom we expect great amuſement, 
How light one can write when the heart 
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is at eaſe ! but ſure my dear Cecilia does not 
1 ſeriouſly blame me, for not accepting Mr. 
. Howard. I eſteemed but could not love him, 
> and tho' you may call it Romantic; I muſt 
3 feel more-than frieadſhip for the man I con- 
A nect my fate. with. Why did my Cecilia 
r defer introducing her Julia to her new ador- 
t er, ſure you muſt think 1 would be anxious 


to know if he was approved by you. I be- 
lieve I will not have it in my power to ſatis- 

fy. your curi»fity by giving you a deſcription 

of Lord Seymour, as his auat has nat heard 
from him for ſome time, 1 am ſent for to at- 

tend Lady Seymour in the drawing-room, 

and will not ſeal this till I can ſend youan 

C | account 
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account of this day” 8 entertainment, Adien, 
ma Hire. | 
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NE WS, my dear Cecilia, Lord Seymour 
is arrived, but I myſt mechodize a little, and 
introduce you to him in his place. When 
Emilia and 1 went down, we found aſſem- 
bled in the drawirg-room, Lady Seymour, 
and a Lady HardgrSve, who to the affeftation 
of being thought a perſon of under ſtanding 
and learning, entirely manages her family 
and huſband, whom ſhe treats upon all ec- 
caſions with the greateſt contempt. Poor 
Sir Jeremiah, why did your God-fathers and Wi 
Godniothers give you that name, for I am i 
N it was onimous, he is the moſt fidget- 
harmleſs mortal you ever ſaw, — ſo 

95 trained, he is ready io fetch and carry 
for any one that will employ him. The two 
Mils Hardgrove's, both timid looking girls, 
the youngeſt, Miſs Sophia, has rather more 
vivacity than her ſiſter, and often returns 
the ball to her mother with intereſt, whilſt 
the more gentle Letitia feels her mother s foi- 
bles tod ſenſibly. | 8 "pa eee 
6 4 85 | a 0 1 When 3 
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When Lady Seymour had introduced Emi- 


a and me, the young ladies began to ad- 
Fire our habits ; upon my honour Miſs St. 
eger, ſays Miſs Sophia, your trimming, is 
ie moſt elegant fancy I ever beheld, at the 
me time caſting an expreſſive look at her 
ſter's and her own, pray ma'am look at 
ioeſe roſes, one would hardly take them for 
Mrtificial. Lady Hardgrove objected to them, 
being expenſive without being laſting, | 
adding I would not permit my daughters to 
y out their money on ſuch light materials. 
Nou the trimming on their gowns will laſt, 
elk a dozen, and indeed the obſervation was 
ſt; for it was a rich embroidery on a roſe - 
loured lutefiring, choſen for its quality of. 
oi fading the poor girls appeated as if rea» 
10 faint under the weight of their cloaths.” 
JV het I had a daughter, ſays the amiable 
Hady Seymour, I always let her chuſe her 
n ornaments, and if ſhe was pleaſed I 
Jas ſatisfied ; the two girls thanked her with 
eir eyes; that is what I want my Lady to 
Wo, ſays Sir Jeremiah, (ſtroaking his ruMes, 
ad giving himſelf an air of conſequence) 
Mi let the girls have their own fancy, and 1 
a In ſure they would look the better, and 
„ ay Sir Jerry, ſays Lady Hardgrove, draw- 
s up her head and taking ſnuff; was your 
„vice aſked, that you are fo ready to give 
| | R you 


= 3 


of flowers, there was forty dreſſed for the 


together, you cannot form an idea of any 


prize was adjudged to Patty Fairfield, a beau 
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your opinion : at the ſame time darting ſuch | 
a look as threatencd a ſtorm, it was. then he | 


appeared the very Jerry Snake. 'F 7 
The company began to come very faſt, | 
ſo an end to this unedifying converſation, 3 
with which I am ſure you are heartily tired; b 
Lady Seymour locked at her watch, ſaying A 
we muſt not keep our rural friends waiting, 
as it is near the hour of one; we attended 
her lady fhip to the lawn, where there was 3 
an Amphitheatre erected. Lady Seymour 
fat in a Chair of ſtate as Judge, over the chair 
hung the roſe crown. Oh! Cecilia, how I © 


wiſhed for you, every thing was ſuperb, with A 


out being gaudy; we found allembled on 

the Lawn all the rural nymphs and Covine 4 
dreſſed with ſuch ſimplicity and taſte, as 
would aſtoniſh you, every four had a arland i 


occaſion, who ſtood and wove their garlandi 
thing more beautiful; but when they came A 


10 the foot of the throne, with their preten 
fions ſigned by the elders of the village, the 7 


tiful girl about Hixteen ; at that moment 6M 
was not to be envy'd, for whilſt I was binding 
the wreath on her brow, (as that was office 
aſſigned me) I thought ſhe would have dic 
with confuſion, tho'I did all I could to en 


courag A 
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courage her; I am convinced ſhe would wil- 
= lingly have reſigned the prize, rather than 
ne have attracted the notice of the company, by 
obtaining it; ſuch! my dear Cecilia, is the 
vanity of human wiſhes. 
X Whilſt I was performing the part of the 
i; & Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Str George 


rg Mordaunt made his appearance, and when 
g, the ceremony was ended, he made me a 
cd 2 number of compliments on my manixer of 
ras acquitting myſelf, ſaying, you have the art 
ur Mis St, 1 to fetter hearts, as eaſy as 
air you bound the temples of the innocent Pat- 
y 1 XX ty. Lord help the poor hearts then, ſaid the 
th--& ſprightly Emily, for I dò not think they can 
on hope for a return. Why not Miſs Sydney? 


is Miſs St. Leger engaged? no, as for that 
as I believe ſhe is not, but in my opinion not 
one of the male creatures can deſerve her ; 
the that is very true replyed Sir George, (bow- 
ing down to his ſhoe buckles, tho* perceiva» 

= bly mortified) but your fair friend muſt not 
mens expect perfection amongſt the male world; 
you are quite right returned ſhe, indeed they 
are a ſad ſet; prithee Julia, ſays ſhe, turn- 
ing to me, inform us what kind of a yoke 
fellow you would chuſe; for I can tell you, 
there are ſome ready to offer. Sir George 
ſtepp'd forward to the place where I was 
talking to Miſs Hardgrove, and taking me by 
| C 3 the 


Re de la Cour; Sir George and your friend firſt 
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the hand, Miſs Sydney tells you true, and 
I am one of the moſt preſuming, as l requeſt Y 
the honour of your fair hand for the even- 3 
Ing ; ; the requeſt being granted we returned 
tio the muhic parlour, where there was 2 
grand concert performed, which filld up the 
ſpace till dinner time; all the company, and 
. IpeCtators, were entertained in an elegant 3 
manner, every thing diſcovered the ſimple 8 
and ſublime tate of the direQreſs ; and made + 
one reflect we ſhould always unite the uſe- A 
ful with the agreeable. 9 
Sir Jerry would have made you laugh, 
had you ſeen how very buſy he was, as La- 
dy Seymour had requeſted him to preſide at 
one of the tables, which rendered him ſs 
compleatly happy, that he did not mind his 4 
Lady's ſnubbs, of which ſhe was not ſparing, 
In the evening the caſtle and gardens were 
_.. magnificently illuminated, and about nine 
the dall was opened by Sir George and your 
Julia. After the minuets were over, Lady 
Seymour begged we would dance the minuet 9 


4» 


as 


[ 


% 


- figured, then Emily and a Mr. Singleton, 
who performed iniraitably ; whilſt they were 
dancing, I perceived ſome confuſton amongſt i 1 
the ſervants, as ſoon as the dance was finiſh- 
ed, one of them whiſpered Lady Seymour, 4 
. who changed colour and quitted the ball-} 


room, i 


time the ſervant © 


hand to bis lips, ſaying; 
i 4. 
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room. In about a quarter of an hour, a ſer- 
vant told Miſs Sydney and me, that his Lady 
would be glad to ſpeak to us, we apnlogiz- 
ed to our partners, and left them to ſolace 
themſelves at the ſide · board in our abſence , 
as we went towards the ſaloon, Julia, ſays 
Emily, can you gueſs what all this means, 
not I, well [ will tell you, ſome great Prince 
travelling along, hearing of this our grand 
fete, has taken it for a Tournament, is come 
to enter the liſts, - and will expeck the fair 
Julia, or Emilia, as the reward for his va - 
lour, I wonder which he will like, Lord bleſs 


f me, what vanity was in that thought, upon 


my word Julia, I wiſh you fairly married out 
of my way, and there is Sir George ready to- 
take you for better, for worſe, but perhaps 
you'll prefer the prince in diſguiſe ; by this 
time tt ned the door, juſt as [ 
ſaid, continued ſhe, for there he is in cloſe 
confab with her ladyſhip.. | 

When we entered Lady Seymour advanced. 
to meet us, give me leave Miſs. St. Leger to 


introduce Lord Henry. Seymour. to your 
friendſhip. . My Lord, this is my Julia, and 
as you are both my children by adoption, I 
| r you will love her with brotherly 


af- 
ion; as you will find her deſerving your 
warmeſt efteem ; Lord Henry preſſed my 
your Ladyſhip's 
injunctions 
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injunctions I ſhall certainly obey, as I find 
I have a ſtrong propenſity to love my charm- 
ing ſiſter, but your Lad yſhip has not given 
her the ſame command but I muſt ſtudy to 
deſerve it, he then turned to Emily, my 
lovely couſin will pardon me for not paying 
my compliments ſooner. Oh!] I forgive you, 
replied Emily, you were fo taken up admir- 
ing Miſs St. Leger, you had not a moment to 
beſtow on a ſimple girl. And do you blame 


me for that Emily, rejoined he, indeed Ido not 
{s$s ſhe, for 1 do not take you to be either 


deaf, blind or inſenſible. Come girls, ſays La- 


dy Seymour, it is time to return to the compa- 


ny, ard make ſome apology for our abſence, 
you will be ready my Lord to attend us at 


ſupper, moſt certainly madam, ſays he, for 


the time I ſhall ſpend im dreſſing, I would look 
on as thrown away, if it was not to make a 
more proper appearance in your Ladyſhip's 
preſence, he bowed, and then withdrew. 
When we returned to the ball-room, La- 
dy Seymour acquainted the company, that 
Lord Henry was arrived, and that was the 
cauſe of our elopement, Sir George flew to 
meet me, but when he heard Lord Seymour. 
was come, his brow lowered, and I heard 
him mutter damnation, he then turned and 
aſked my opinion of Lord Henry, really Sir 
George, returned I, I cannot attempt to form 
45 Ihe | | | any 


* 
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any judgment of my Lord, as I only ſaw 
him for a moment. Whilſt we. were ſpeak- 
iug he entered the ball room, dreſſed in a 
milk white French frock, with ſilver ſpan · 
gled frogs, his waiſtcoat a pale lilac, cover- 
ed with a ſpangled net work, in my life I 
never ſaw any thing more elegant; the 
inſtant Emily perceived him, ſhe cryed out 
on my honour Julia, he wears your colours 


3 to night, at the ſame time ſhe aſked Sir 


George if he did not think Lord: Henry the 
handſomeſt man he ever faw.. Sir George 
who. was no way delighted with this con- 
. verſation, anſwered he muſt be the criterion 


4 of beauty; ſince we approved him, adding, 


you know that ladies-are the beſt judges of 
male beauty, he then went and compliment- 
ed Lord Henry, for they were intimate 
abroad. I cannot account for the manner 
he received the news of my Lord's arrival, 
for certainly he did not ſeem quite pleaſed, 
Lord Seymour danced a. minuet with Miſs 
Hardgrove, I never ſpoke during the time 
they were dancing, my. thoughts were, I do 
not know; how employed. When it was 


if cover, well Miſs St. Leger, ſays Sir George, 


who had obſerved me all the while, what 
idea have you now of his Lordſhip, for you 
have conſidered him with great attention; 
this I thought, hz ſpoke with a ſneer. Why 

| „ Sir 


— 
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Sir Re replied I, ſmiling, I think Lord, 
Henry Seymour very handiome, and if the 


face be an index to the mind, his muſt be 
very amiable ; have you not done with the 
poor man yet, ſays Emily, coming over to 
us, his ears muſt be in a diſagreeable con- 8 
dition, for it is his misfortune to diſtract ſorne 


more of the company; there's poor Sir Jer- 
ry fo delighted at my Lord dancing with 9 
with his daughter, that he has abſolutely 
cryed with joy. He unfortunately aſked 
Lady Hardgrove, if ſhe did not think his 


Leity, and my Lord would make a very 9 
handſome couple; her ladyſhip rebuked him 


very ſeverely for his remark, and ſoon turn- 
ed his joy to mourning, but make haſte, the 
cotillion party are waiting for us. v 


Sir George had engaged me for the firſt 8 
ſet, and we then. danced. country dances, 8 
until we were ſummoned to the ſupper 

room; which for. taſte and elegance far ſur- 
paſſed any thing of that kind I ever ſaw, 
and am certain was no way inferior to 

your moſt brilliant places. of entertain- 
ment. Lou have often rallied. me for the 
care I took of my hands and arms; but if 
you ſaw Lady Hardgrove's cherry coloured 


fiſt, helping whipt cream, you would diflike 
the contiaſt as well as I. Lord Seymour 
was mv partner for the rem nder of the 
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nght, he is exceedingly entertaining, indeed 
Cecilia he is very agreeable; about four 
o'clock. we ſeparated all very. well pleaſed, 
and tho” heartily tired, I fit down to give my 
dear Cecilia an account of the day's am 1ſe- 
ment; as the poſt goes out early in the morn- 
ing, write ſoon, and continue to. love your, 


Juri St. LSGER 
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 Lrcrr. 


Grofoenor-Square. 


I Have this -moment received my Julia's || 
entertaining pacquet, and congratulate you, 

on the agreeable addition to your family; 4 
but I would be wanting in friendſhip if I ; 
did not warn my fair friend to beware of 
the idea of May, and the attractions of Lord 
Seymour: your own words will fully explain 
why I give my Juha this caution. © Indeed 
Cecilia, Lord Seymour is very agreeable and 
entertaining” take care my friend, how you 'Y 
- diſpoſe of your affections; for by all accounts 1 
his heart is compoſed of frozen materials; 1171 
rot but what I think my dear Julia — 
charms ſufficient to melt the heart of e 
coldeſt Laplander, and do not doubt but 
Lord . will feel their influence; the 1 


ladies | Fr | 
v7 
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= ladies of the ton are much diſappointed at 
his leaving town ſo early in the ſeaſon, and 
begin to call his taſte in queſtion ; for pre- 
fering the country and an old woman to their 
more delightful ſocietxgF. 

I write as if my mind was much at eaſe, 
tho ſorry Lam to ſay it is quite the reverſe; 
my mother's ill temper, ſometimes conquers 
EX your Cecilia's fpirits, I imagine it is Harriet's 
neglect has piqued her, and makes her ſo 
EX peeviſh to me; ſometime ago ſhe wrote to 
haſten her return, but ſhe is ſo delighted 
with the amuſements of Paris and Verſailles, 
that Lady Meadows has wrote for. longer 


„leave; my mother is vexed at the requeſt, 
u, as you know ſhe idolizes my ſiſter, and 


; XX wiſhes to have her with her, for] believe ſhe 
thinks I have too much pleaſure, by going 
ſo much into company, and liſtening to the 

ſoft nonſenſe of the pretty fellows, that flut- 

ter perpetually at public places. A propos, 

l promiſed to introduce you to my new ad- 

=X mirer; no lefs a perſonage than the Earl of 

=X Dartford, in whoſe cauſe my mother is ve- 
ry ſanguine, but as I have not the ambition 
to be a Countefs, his ſplendid offer has 

been rejected, and his little Lordſhip is now 

Il fuppoſe bemogning his fair one's cruelty. 

My mother told me ſhe imagined I had form- 
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ed ſome improper attachment, or I could 4 
not decline ſo.adyantageous an offer. I can- * 


not find ſays ſhe, what his Lordſhip ſees in 
your perſon to attract him; I was nettled, 
and anſwered rather ſhort, that whenever [ 
married, I would pleaſe my fancy, that his 1 8 
Lordſhip did not anſwer my idea of the per- 


ſon I ſhould prefer to the reſt of mankind.; A 
beſide added, I, madam, I hate abridge- 


ments. | 


| My mother. was moſt. exceedingly. angry, 
you"l 


ſay with ſome reaſon; but I got out of 
the room as quick as I could, and ſat. down 
to write to my Julia, in hopes to recover 
my ſpirits, which I muſt ſtrive to preſerve, 


for. if I was to loſe them, I know not what 


would become of your. poor e 7 


it is for me, that my father was ſenſible o 
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the great difference my mother. made bs 


tween my ſiſter and me, and left my for- 


tune independent of her, after the ag 


twenty one; as I am convinced, ſhe would | 
never conſult my inclinations in the choice 


of the perſon I was to marry, ſo ſhe appro- 8 


ved him. I muſt.now prepare for.the Opera; 


the Frizeur is come, therefore muſt attend 


1 


+ 


the important buſineſs. of the toilet, and 
prepare for conqueſt. *. Now awful beau - 


ty puts on all its charms” perhaps his lord- 
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ſhip will be there, if ſo I muſt behave my- 
ſelf to pleaſe my mother. Adieu my ami- 
able friend, | 


and ſucceſs attend your 


CzEcitlia WALDERGRAVE.. 
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LETTER IX. 


* 


Loxp HzxRT SEYMOUR to Sir CHARLES 


WI1ILMOT. 


Seymour Coftle. 


1 Arrived here on day evening, e 
and ſound, but how long 1 ſhall remain in 4 $1 


that ſtate, is wrapt in clouds of impenetra- - 
ble ane" not but what the out- works 2 


np 4s 5 


from the moſt perfect form my eyes evet "of 
beheld, but a mere form will not conquer 1 
me: it is really impoſſible to find a ſingle 7 
fault with the caſket, and if the gem it con- 
tains is of equal value, Iwill not anſwer for 
the conſequence; but I am writing in para- 
bles, therefore will ftrive to methodize 2 8 1 
little, and begin my tale. 43 ir 

Pit 


When I came in vie w of the caſtle, it wat 
rather 


# 


D 
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ather late in theevening, I was aſtoniſhed at 
i Illuminations of it; and the gardens : the 
rſt thought that occured to me, was, that 
y old aunt had played the fool and 
Harried, and that hey were celebrating the 
Y Pedding. But I rejected that idea as ſoon as 
I prmed, at laſt 1 — 4 it was her annu- 
| feaſt, which ſhe gives her friends and te- 
49 ants, for indeed Charles, ſhe is a very ami- 
Wble woman; for diſpenſing pleaſure to others 
nſtitutes her happineſs. When my arri- 
al was made known, it was with difficulty I 
1 Huld keep the ſervants joy within bounds; 
ſent one of them into the ball-room to ac- 
aint Lady Seymour; ſhe ſoon appeared, 
hd received me with unfeigned affection, 
nd after chiding me for my long ſilence and 
# 71 Pence, ſhe told me (he had a new relation 
introduce me to; then ſent the fellow in 
Waiting for a Miſs St. Leger, and Miſs Syd- 
ey. the latter you know; when the ladies 
me, Lady Seymour took. the love. y Julia 
the hand, and preſented. me to her, at 
Nie ſame time ſhe requeſted me to love her j 
ut it was fraternal love the old lady meant; 
am much afraid I ſhall be too ready to obey 
er in one ſenſe of the word. 
When I went into the ball room, I found 
3 ir George Mordauat in cloſe converſation 
With Miſs St. Leger : ; I felt a degree of unea- 
3 ſineſs 


; 9 
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neſs at ſeeing him with her, which ſurpriſed W 
and alarmed me; as I did not know on what 
ferms they were on, for you know Mordaunt 1 pH 
is a very handſome fellow; and one very), 
likely to gain the affections of any woman: 
he was very glad to ſee me, and in the courſe 
of converſation, aſked me what I thought of 
Miſs St. Leger; I gave her the praiſes ſh: 
deſerves, adding, you ſeem to be on very 
friendly terms with her, you are miſtaken 
faidl he, ſhe is civil but that is all, however 8 
L intend trying my fortune with her, for! 
love her to diſtraction. He danced with her 
the beginning of the night, but after ſuppe 
I had the honour of her hand; I obſerve«© 8 
with no ſmall pleaſure that her behaviour 18 
Sir George was politely cold, even to fro 
ſo I have not much to fear from him; I wi! 
court her friendſhip, but not her love; bu 
Wilmot you'll ſay, friendſhip with women 
is ſiſter to love, pray Heaven! that ſaying 
may be verified, and that the beauteous Ju 
lia may feel a mutual flame, and till I av 
convinced ſhe does, never will F appear 8 
any other character than that of her friend 
whilſt I am under the ſame roof with her 
I ſhall have a thouſand opportunities of mai 
king my attentions without ſeeming to ob 
trude them; but I hear her ſoft voice und 
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my 88 ſhe and Miſs Sydney are going 
to walk, I fly to follow them, ag not one ' 
word more from your 
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WET TRR X. 


Sir CHAnLEs WIINMOT ft Lon Hzxxr 


SRYMOUR, 


Londen. 


Ha Ha, upon my honour, my Lonk 10 j 55 
cannot help laughing; and ſo if the gem 
correſponds with the caſket, your Lordſhip # 8 
will not anſwer for the conſequence, I will 
lay any wager in your next you will tell me. 2M 


« Pve view'd her over with a curious eye.“ 
« She's all perfection, or all blindneſs 1.” 


Believe me, you are far gone in the belle paſ-*# 
ſion, and I congratulate you, as I think f is Fl 
a fortunate event; it will make your time 
paſs more agreeably, for in the name of Hea-i 
ven, what could you have done to while 


away your hours in the country, with el oi 
9 79 
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mer companion but your old aunt, except 
you intrigued with her chamber-maid. Now 

this is the month dedicated to the mother of 
the arch urchin ; I would have you pay your 
devoirs to madam Venus, that ſhe may in- 
2X fguence her ſon to be propitious to your paſ- 
X ſion, fo my lord I would have you make 
hay whilſt the ſun ſhines, there's a proverb 
in defiance of Cheſterfield of immortal me- 
X mory. Now I think hay making and love 
making are the moſt delightful of all rural 
amuſ ments; for the pleaſure of the bottle 
and the chaſe, I equally deteſt. Pray ſend 
me a deſcription of your divinity ; whether 
-3F ſhe is tall or ſhort, plump or ſlender, fair 


I "FF or brown, in ſhort let me have her portrait 
m 2 at full length; if ſhe is a girl of the world, 
iP Sir George is a rival to be feared, as he is 
ill FF an independant man, not under the con- 


troul of an old father or uncle, and poſſeſſed 
of a fortune ſufficient to gratify the vanity 
and extravagance of any female, and that 
is ſaying a great deal; if ever I marry, for 
= that's a doubt with me, I expe& no great 
matters, no Angel, a mortal woman will 
do my bulineſs, and I am determined my 
rib ſhall not have pin-money, but will give 
her unlimited credit on my agent; to ſee if 
generolity will have any effect, and make 


her 
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her aſnamed to go beyond the bounds of 
prudence. I wiſh a bill would be brought 
into Parliament to put a ſtop to the inſati- 
able thirſt for gaming, that at preſent per- 
vades the whole ſex ; for almoſt every wo- 
man of rank in my eyes are little better 
than ſharpers. If it is my fate to be ſhac- 
kled with one of that curſed race, I am 
ſure I ſhall hate her heartily, and then ma- 
dam will no doubt put it in my power 
to;give employment to Doctors Commons. 
The infernal matches which one ſees every 
day in the world ſo much out number the 
celeſtial ones, that the encouragements to 
an indifloluble union are every hour decrea- 
ſing. The women are becoming ſo intole- 
rably corrupt, that a man muſt be abſolute- 
ly mad to incumber himſelf with a wife. 
I do not know what has put it into my head 
to rail at the dear creatures, for you are 
convinced Seymour, that I adore the whole 
ſex; but believe it is what our unfortu- 
nate friend Ponſonby ſuffered on his help- 
Tmate's account that has given me the ſpleen; 
You'll be concerned to hear that his misfor- 
tunes have cauſed him to put a period to his 
exiſtence ; his ſenſibility was too great to ſup- 


port the loſs of fortune, and to be diſhonou . 


* 
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ed by the woman he idolized. She firſt in- 
volved his eſtate for more than it would ſell 
for, and then eloped with a French Mar- 
quis, who had pocketed moſt part of the 
money. If I had been in his place I would 
have thanked him for taking her oft my 
hands. 


There's amazing changes in the miniſtry, 
and ſuch ſquabbling in the houſe, that Lord 
Morpleth is fatigued almoſt to death; he is 
at preſent very bad with the gout, but that 
does not prevent him from doing his duty; 
as he ſays, for he looks on himſelf as ano- 
ther Lord Chatham, and would not deſert 
his country, when ſhe ſtands in need of his 
aſſiſtance; for Amor Patriæ occupy's his 
whole ſoul, he reads me long lectures oa 
the ſubject, and repeats thoſe lines of Ad- 


diſon's with extacy. 


< It's a pity one can die but once to ſerve 
their Country —upon my ſoul Seymour, if 
life was to be ſacrificed we would not ſee ſo 
many Patriots. Vou may be ſure I do not 
ſay ſo to old ſquare toes, who is an enthu- 
ſiaft, and any ſlur thrown on his favourite 
Hobby, would certainly put me out of fa» 
vour: as that would not be to my advan- 
tage, I liſten patiently, Villers has called. 
; on 


48 
on me to take a ſaunter in the Park. He 
deſires me to preſent his Baiſemains to | your 
Lordſhip, 
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Ws 


Adieu, mind my advice, 


Yours 


CHARLEs WILMOT, 


Our 


107. 
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LETTER Ml. 


Miſs St. LEER to Miſs Cecitia WALDbEx- 


GRAVE, 


Seymour Coftle. 


144 Thouſand thanks to my ſweet appre- 
henſive friend for her kine caution. Your 


attention to my happineſs is ſtrongly mark - 
ed by it; hut to make your mind eafy, my 
Cecilia, Lord Seymour can be nothing to 
me, as I hear he is to be married to Lady 


Caroline Newbourg, who has an enormous 
fortune, ſo you fee I am perfeftly ſafe from 
encouraging, if I felt a penchant for his 
Lordſhip, Were you to ſee him, you would 
think me fortunate io have that ſecurity, to 
ſteel my heart againſt his many perfections, 
for if I was commiſſioned to portray au 
image which might exhibit the happy 
union of an exalted toul, and a heart 

Vol. I. D | LA 
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in which mild humanity fits enthroned, 1 1 
would take the perſon and features of Lord 
Seymour, I ſhall ſay nothing of the ſweetnels i 
and agreeableneſs of his voice land manner, 9 
nor the penetrating ſoftneſs of his fine eyes 
but with all his charms and accompliſhes 
I feel no other ſentiment thau the moſt 

fect eſteem; which, without being guilty 4 
injuſtice and ingratitude, I cannot deny to 


his merit, and the pleafing attentions he pay 1 


me; I ſay pleaſing, becaule they are entire- 
ly free from Compliment. He treats me 
with a brotherly freedom, and conſiders me 4 
as his aunt's favourite. Emily and I have com. 


menced his pupils, to perfect us in our Italian 1 
tho' he is ſo polite to ſay, I do not require 

an inſtructor. However I will not let the op. 3 Z 
portunity pals, as he is complete maſter of 4 


the Language, and have began to tranſlate 


Taſſo's Jeruſalem. 

We are all invited to ſpend next modi | 
at Sir George Mordaunt's whoſe ſeat is about 
ien miles from this, and is called Bellview ; 
1 hear a great deal of the elegance of the 
houſe and gardens; but I would rather not 
go, as Sir George behaves in too partcul 
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a manner to me, to ſet it down as an agree- 


able day; for I am not enough of a coquet 
to be pleaſed with the aſſiduities of a man q 


no not mean to encourage. Emily is in rap- 
tures | 
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trures at the idea of going, and torments me 
not a little. Lord Henry is not to be of the 
party as he is to go for a few days to Mr. 
Steward's at Abbeville. I regret the neceſſity 
of his going, as | ſhall be more diſengaged; 
for Lalways make him my property when 
Sir George is here, to prevent his teizing me 
== with unmeaning flattery. | 

= Ah! my Cecilia, why is your mother blind 
to the perfections of her amiable daughter? 
mo' Harriet may be deſerving, ſhe does not 
merit more regard nor affection than my Ce- 
me cilia! however, I feel unſpeakable pleaſure 
that it is not in her power to force your in- 


om - 
alan elmation, or elle I would tremble for the fu- 
quire ture peace of my ſweet friend. 1 wifn that 
Hour interview with my Lord D. was over. 
Tour mother I fear, will be diflatisfied when 
he finds you perſevere in your refuſal; you 
ill have need of all your fortitude and ſpi- 
Writs to ſupport you under her diſpleaſure ; 
Hut it is your province to ſubmit, and fol- 
ow her advice in every thing that does not 
laſh with your own happineſs. If your ſiſter 
Nas returned, you would not be ſo continu- 
Ally in her preſence, but I fear it will be a 
. Wpreat while before Harriet will thinkof home, 
*auet or the vivacity of the French muſt be very 
\an | greeable to one of her volatile diſpoſition. 
= Lady Seymour talks of going to Spa next 
1) 2 ſummer, 
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ſummer, what 1 would give to have my Te 
cilia of the party. Perhaps Mrs. Waldergrave 
vill not -refuſe Lady Sey mour; who. _ J 
my friend and runs in raptures of her when» - 
ever ſne is mentioned.: the recollection * ö 
your dear companion always ſinks her into if 
melancholy, at which time ſhe generally re. 7 
tires, and when ſhe returns appears quite | 
compoſed. We paſs our time in a moſt ple. 
ling manner, our books, our muſic, and our} I 
work fill up the morning; the evening in 
ſome rural excurſion of Lord Henry's plan 
ning, who never fails to ſtrike out ſomething 
new and agreeable;you would abſolutely think 
 4im a Necromancer, or elſe had obtaine(! J 
Har lequin's ſword ; we have ſo many change 
of amuſements, but his favourite is muſic 
we are all harmony, and if the evening proval 
wet, we have a concert in the ſaloon, which 
generally concludes with a ball. The tw : 
Miſs Hardgrove's are always of the party 
and are very agreeable when they are unde 
no reſtraint, they both ſing very well ani 
with judgment; I play the Harpſichord, Emi 
ly the Guittar, Lord Seymour the Violiacell 
Sir George and Mr. Singleton the Violin, Li 
dy Seymour's two blacks the French- hom 
You ſee what a ſtrong: Orcheſtra we have 
and perform pieces of muſic that would aſtoY 


aiſh you, and are now getting up a pia bu 
All 1 


q 
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I am very apprehenſive I ſhall cut but a very 
bad figure, as I have not had the advantage 
of ſeeing any but ſtrolling players, but for 
one ſeaſon at Bath; the Clandeſtine Marriage 
is the play fixed on, Lady Hardgrove is to 
perform Mrs: Heidelberg at her on deſire 
and Fanny by your friend; amidit all theſe 
amuſements my thoughts often wander to 
Groſvenor ſquare; write my dear Cecilia, 
my heart is agitated on your accoun*, an! 
am impatient to know have you diſcarded . 
Lord D. and the conſequ:nces attending your 
refuſal of him, Adieu my dear, and believe 
me ever Your 


JIS Lech, 
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SETTER Ak 


Miſs Cxcitia WaLDERGRAVE, i Mift &. 


LEGER, 


Groſvenor=Square, 


Ir is you my dear Julia, ſhould be called 
apprehenſive, for believe me, I expected his 
Lordſhip's viſit without the leaſt palpitation ; iW 
indeed my dear, we giddy girls, in which. 
number I am afraid you muſt rank your Ce- 
cilia, have ten times the advantage of your 

ſerious ſentimental ones, the important af- 
fair is over, of which I intend to give you a 
particular detail. I was laſt night at the Ope- 
ta, attended by my noble admirer, ſo be- 
dreſſed and befrizzled that his hair looked 
like the quills upon the fretful porcupine, 
very fortunately for me he had not much time 
to ſpare, from admiring his pretty little py 4 
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fon, to pay much attention to me, at which 
ou may believe me, I was not very angry, 
Jas Lord Melvin was of the party, with whom” 
l flirted not a little. My mother did all ſhe 
could to ſeparate us, but it was iueffectual as 
his Lordſhip overcame all difficulties, and 
placed himſelf on the ſeat behind mine; but 
l paid for the amuſement his agreeable con- 


verſa tion afforded me; for when I got hoine 
my mother read me a long lecture on pro- 


priety of behaviour, and at the ſame time 


3 told me to prepare to receive Lord Dartford: 


next morning ;, who intended to honour m- 

Vith a viſit. 
= So my dear Julia, I made a virtue of ne- 
ceſſity, and compoſed my mind to give him 
his audience de Congè, in as polite a manner 
Jas poſſible. You may be ſure I did not ſpend 
much time at the toilet, and about three 
Ws o'clock his Lordſhip arrived in a new vis-4- 
vis, drawn. by a pair of beautiful white Bar- 
bary cowſers,. which almoſt. ſtaggered my 
reſolution, but I returned to their maſter, and 
that ſoon ſettled the point; he was ſhewed. to 
my mother's dreſſing- room; where they were 
Cloſeted above an hoar, he then ſeat to re- 
queſt the favour of kiſſing my fair hand, the 
ſervant was ready to ſmother, in ſuppreſſiag 
a laugh, while he was delivering the meſſage. 
When I catered the drawing-room, I had 
1 4 prepared 


PF, 
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Prepared my beſt curtſy; but I found that. 


was needleſs, as his Lordſhip was placed op- 
poſite a large pier glaſs, ſtanding on tip-toe, 
ene hand in his waiſtcoat pocket, the other 
diſplaying an elegant diamond ring; rehear- 
ſing 1 ſuppoſe, the ſpeech he intend2d-mak- 
ing tomy Ladyſhip. I ſtood ſome minutes 
belore he perceived me; he was fo entirely 
taken up in Narciſſiſing his own beautiful 
perion : when he found I was in the room, he 
turned quick round, and ventured to fimper 
without diſcompoſing thoſe features he had 
beea fo long adj iſting in the glaſs, upon my 


} onour J lis, I could ſcarcely refrain from 4 
laughing, he looked fo exactly like a monkey 


that bad juſt got on its finery; however, I 
paid my compliments with a tolerable com- 


paſed ſet of features, and- took my ſeat. 


Enmediately his Lord!hip opened the cauſe, 
%] hope I have the pleaſure to ſee the divine 
Miſs Waldergrave well, your complexion 
madam, anſwers in the affirmative, and if 


ine countenance be an index to the mind, I. 


fitter myſelf that I ſhall obtain a verdict in 
my favour” at the concluſion of this very 
_ elaborate ſpeech ; he drew himſelf up half a 
f ot higher, and offered me a pinch of real 
Srraſb2u-g, out of a box of looking glaſs, 
obſerving there was no going without a poc- 
ket glaſs, and he had converted his into a 


ſnuff 
| 


— 
2 
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ſnuff box. You ſee my dear the vanity of 
the creature, he did not think it poſſible I. 
could withſtand his numberleſs attract ons; 
however Idid not ſeem 10 underſtand his 
meaning, and turned the converſation to a 
more intereſting ſubj-&, : for I admired his 
cloaths, his fword knot, in ſhort. I took im 
on his weak fide, and makę no doubt if 1 
would have ſacrificed happineſs to fortune; 
that his Lordſhip would have given me a Carte 
Blanche, he was ſo delighted, and think he 
received more than an equiyalent, in my 
praiſes; but as I had a mind to 58 myſelfof 
the buſineſs, : ambition being out of the queſ- 

tion, I wiſhed he would more. fully declare 
himſelf, and as I was revolving in my miad 
how to bring it about; his 3 araſc from 
his chair and advanced. towards me with a 
very ſatisfied look, ſaid he, Mrs. Walder- 
grave has I preſume Miſs. Cecilia, acquainted 
you, that I aſpire to the honour of calling 
you Counteſs of Dartford. .You ſee Julia, 
the man thought the magic would be ia a ti- 
tle, fo addreſſed himſelf to my vanity, it was 
as much as to ſay there lics the cha m: ye 
right honourable ſounds, ye vain blandith- 
ments: what recompence can you make, 
the many wretches of your creating ; byt 

as L was reſ\lved not to add to the number, 
returned his Lordihip thanks for the good 


Ds > Opinion, 1 1 
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opinion he entertained of me, but it was- 
| honour I muſt decline accepting of, and re: 
queſted he would ſoften the refuſal to my mo—- 
ther, who would be much diſappointed at it. | 


J wiſh Julia. you had been in a corner of 
the room looking at us, I continued knotting 
whilft his Lordſhip, fretted; and fumed at a 
great rate, he walked. ſeveral times up and 
down the, room ſo greatly agitated that his 
words could not find utterance, he hemmed 
ſcveral times, and J abſolutely believe he was 


inclined to call names, but ſtifled them at | | 
the expence of his breath, for he was 


almoſt ſuffocated; at laſt he. 8 an effort 4 
to articulate that he would: certainly. let my 
mama know. my extraordinary behaviour, as 


be was. led to imagine he ſtould not meet a 1 


refuſal, and a perſon of his conſequence was · 
not to 'be trifled with; I told him any further 
application tomy mother was unneceſſary, as 
it would not be the leaſt fervice-to., his-cauſe, 
and was ſorry to ſee his Lordſhip ſo much diſ-. 
compoſed on fo trifling an occaſion, Fthen 
curiſeyed and retired. He went directly to 


my mother to lodge his complaint, and I to 9 
my pen: bleſs me what an elegant deſert 1 
| ſhall have to day, for my mother will not have 


an opportunity till after dinner to cenſure my 
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conduct; which I am determined to ſubmit 
to, with the utmoſt meekneſs, from a con- 
ſciouſaeſs of having acted with propriety ; for 
how deſpicable muſt any woman be in the 
eyes of the world who allies. herſelf to that 
inſignificant fop. | 


You ſay my dear Julia, Lord Seymour can 
be nothing to you, Hy ſo my ſweet friend? 
all the reaſon you give, is with alt his accom- - 
pliſhments and charms, you feel nothing but- 

W a perfeQ efteem; may not that my dear ri- 
pen into love? he is now your tutor, and has 
a thouſand opportunities to recommend him 
ſelf in that character, And truths Divine 
come mended from his tongue” Bat you are 
the beſt judge, and now Jalia, Iam going to 
be 1mpertinent, and aſk a queſtion I want you 
to reſolve; what reaſonable - objection can 
you make to Sir George Mordaunt ? I think 
him very agreeable, for I have been often in 
his company, and is a man of an unexcep- 
tionable character; with him you would have 
title, fortune and equipage; which conſti- 
tutes the happineſs of moſt people of raux; 
with an addition that does not always attend 
the reſt; a pleaſing: ſenſible companion, wiich 
with my Julia, would be the firſt conſider- 
ation. | 
Llong for an account of your viſit to BH 


View. 
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view. You regret Lord Seymonr's abſence, 
take care Julia; but I forgot I cautioned, you 
before; fo will ſay no more now an that ſub- 
ject. You muſt my dear girl return my beſt 
thanks to Lady Seymour for her partiality in 
my favour, and I ſhall begin to flatter myſelf 
that my mother wil! not refuſe her Lady- 
How dclightfully do you paſs - your 
time! how much more rationally ; than to 
dedicate one's mornin2s to making a ſet of 
unmeaning viſits ; where (if you are admitted) 
the converſation 'generally turns upon ſuch 
ſubjects, as will neither improve, nor enter- 
tain the mind: my ſenſes at times are quite 
overpowered with the volubility of ſome of 
our modern fine ladies; 'on topics which 
tho' diſcuſſed every day, ſtill afford ample 
field for their loquacity. Now dont imagine 
that I fancy myſelf a bit wiſer than my com- 
panions for not with re nor judgment ; 
(for I inſiſt it requires both) to talk upon no- 
thing. Were Ito make laws for the female 
part of the creation; morning viſits ſhould be 
exploded from my code, as being a public 
nuiſance ; for ſurely no woman but could em- 
ploy her time to more advantage to herſelf, 
and to her family; let her rank be ever ſo ex- 
alted. My paper reminds me it is time ta 
ſtop the torrent of my pen, and have only 
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* 
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room to ſay, that 1 ſuppoſe Lord Henry is te 


play Lovewell to your Fanny, and to ſub- | ? 
ſcribe myſelf | 


Ever yours, 


Cecttta Wa LDERGRAVE,. 


* 
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E ET T E R XIII. 


Loxp HENRY SxYMODUR to Sir CHARLES 


WILINOr. 


Ceymour-Caſtle. 


Haves | Wilmot, what a taſk haveyou 
aſſigned me? I will however in compliance 
with your requeſt, ſtrive to attempt a deſ- 
cription of this charming girl,. tho | know it 
is impoſſible to give you a juſt idea of her 
perfections. Miſs St. Leger is about nineteen 


mild as the opening. morn, like that ſuffuſed 
with bluſhes, her complexion the fineſt I ever 


beheld, her eyes dark and piercing; and what 
is uncommon with dark eyes, her hair of 
which ſhe has a profuſion, is a beautiful au- 
burn; he: form is ſtrikingly. captivating, tall, 

elegant | 
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elegant and genteel, every look is accompa- 
nied with a ſomething, which: tho' it awes, 
invites. Poſſeſſed of every excellence, ſhe is 
not conſcious of any, which in my opinion 
heightens them all, for affectation in wo- 
men and effeminacy in men are alike de- 
teſtable ; a female mind to my way of think- 
ing, cannot have too much delicacy, provt- 
ded it does not degenerate into the former, 
The lovely Julia has a ſweet femininity in her 
manner, which makes her irreſiſtable, her ad- 
dreſs is graceful, her look animated and ex- 
preſſive, ſhe is modeſt and diffident of her 
own opinion, yet always perfectly compre- 
hends the ſubj ct on which ſhe gives it. 

The greateſt characteriſtic of Miſs St. Le- 
ger is taſte, but when ſhe ſays moſt on a ſub- 
= j<& ſhe ſtill ſhews ſhe has more to ſay, and 
= by this unwillingneſs to triumph, ſhe per- 
= ſwades the more; with the moſt refined 'fen- 
timents, ſne poſſeſſes the ſofteſt ſenſibility, it 
lives, and ſpeaks in every feature of her love- 
ly face, and the ſoft language of her ſoul; 


&« Flow from her never ſilent eye.” 


I'have ſeen many elegant women, but ſhe is 
elegance perſonified ip/a forma; her mind 
as perfect as her body, her- underſtanding 
good and highly improved. She has read 

the 
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the beſt Authorsin Engliſh, French and Its 
hap. Plays.on the Harpſichord with a moſt 
maſterly hand, and ſiags divinely, tho! a na- 
tire modeſty prevents her from often exi- 
biting thoſe talents in company ; there is with 
all this an innocence in her manner totally 
void of ſimplicity ; which, whatever defini- 
tion the linguiſt may put on ii, to me implys 

ignorance. bes ls. 
Now Charles, you muſt allow, I ſhould be 
more or leſs than man to withſtand ſuch uni- 
ted charms of mind and perſon. I ſhall how- 
ever be very cautious in my behaviour, not 
to give her the leaſt hint of my attachment, 
whllſt there lies a doubt of my meeting a re- 
ciprocal return; tho I fear I ſhall not eſcape 
the penetrating eye of Emily, whois ever on 
the watch to amuſe herſelf at my expence, 
Julia has requeſted me to improve her in her 
talian, tho? ſhe reads and ſpeaks it perfect- 
ly, you may ſuppoſe I have accepted the of- 
fice of preceptor with pleaſure, it will give 
me many opportunities of making myſelf 
agreeable, by accidental attentions? Emily 
has alfo commenced my pupil, at which I do 
not rejoice, as ſhe will be one of the party ; 
in ſhort, we read, we ſing, we dance and 
play, and gaily paſs our time away. My.un- 
eaſineſs on Sir George Mordaunt's account 

increaſes, as he is ſo very particular to Mis 

| F Py 2 
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St. Leger, as leaves no doubt of his iatenti- 
ons; I cannot ſay I am much alarmed by her 
behaviour to him, for when he is here, ſhe 
engages me in ſuch a manner as renders it 
impoſſible for me to leave her, were I ſo in- 
clined ; but pleaſing as it is to me to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by her, I know her motive is to avoid 
Mordaunt ; fo yo" ſee I have not much rea- 
ſn to flatter myſelf from the preference ſhe . 
gives. me I with he would declare himſelf in 
form, es I hope ſhe will reject him, and tho 
I am almoſt .convinced of that; I ſhall feel 
the torments of the damned till it is over. 

I am forry for poor Ponſonby ; but what 
eould he exp & when he married a woman 
without character or principle, but that ſhe 
would aQt as ſhe did, for with ſich a Woman 
he could not have the ſmalleſt proſpect of 
permanent felicity, and for whoſe faulty con- 
duQ you ſtigmatize the whole ſex ; and en- 
tertain doubts of your ever marrying. Be- 
lieve me I have not one, take my word Wil. 
mot, there's not a fellow in England, has a 
more ſuſceptible heart, tho* you have hither. 
to eſcaped; but be aſſured when you are 
caught, your attachment will be laſting. It 
ceaſes to be a wonder that the conjugal claim 
galls ſo many who wear it; when one ob- 
ſerves, intereſt or perſuaſion ſo often influ- 


ences, 
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ences, a contract which choice only ſhould 
bind. | 


I agree with you about our moderr Pa- 
triots, ſome few excepted. I have had a let- 
ter from my father to inform me he had the 
offer of a place for me, and to know my o- 
pinion: in my anſwer to his grace, I have de- 
clined accepting it,. as I would not wiſh to 
hold an employment, that would oblige me 
in ſome caſes to act contrary to my judgment. 

Believe me Charles, I. would. not ſacri- 
fice my inward peace, for the firſt ſeat 
on the Treaſury bench. Youwgdo right in not 
contradicting Lord Morpeth, for I am ſure 
he ſpeaks as he thinks, and it would. be hap- 
py for the Nation if there was a greater num- 
ber determined to do their duty, I ſhall now 
bid adieu to Politicks, as it is a ſubject l am 
not fond off, 


We juſt have had an invitation from Sir 
George Mordaunt for monday next; I ſhall 

not go, therefore have ſent my apology ; tho? 
the lovely Julia begged I would: make one of 
the party, and declared they would not be 
happy without me; anſwer for yourſelf my 
ſweet friend replied Emily, for I ſhall be per- 


pectly 
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fectly ſo, whether he goes or ſtays; Julia 
caſt down. her. eyes, and. attempted to anſwer 
whilſt the roſe and lilly chaſed each other on, 
her lovely cheek, like the varying tints of the 
dawn; I did not imagine any thing conld be 
more intereſting than her ſprightly. glance, 
did I not ſee her down caſt eyes. She recovered 
from the confuſion Emily bad thrown her in 
and with an inimitable grace, ſaid ſhe con- 
feſſed ſhe was very ſorry I would not go, do 
my Lord, let me iritreat you will put off your: 
engagement if you can, Oh! Wilmot had. 
you ſeen her at that moment, you would be 
aſtoniſhed at my reſolution, I took her hand 
and preſſed. it to my lips, my dear Miſs St. 
Leger, it is not in my power, my friends ex- 
pect me on particular buſineſs. She looked: 
diſappointed at my refuſal, and I. found my- 
ſelf unhappy at not complying. with her re- 
queſt, I was determined not io let Mordaunt 
have it to ſay I was always watching her; for 
I am certain he ſuſpects my paſſion for her, 
and I thought it would be more adviſable to. 
let her go to Bellview without me; as perhaps 
L would not be able to fee his aſſiduities with 
temper, as ſhe is the Goddeſs the entertain- 
ment is prepared for; I ſhould be only a ſpec* 
tator, which would be inſupportable. R 

ut 


Ss 
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But to return to our converſation, upon 

my word cried Emily, there is great compli- 
ments paſſing between you two; I ſee how 
it is. | | = þ 1 ; 


« Ahl what avails it to be young and fair.“ 
To move wich negligence, to dreſs with care. 


nothing at all, poor Sir George; upon my 
honour I have a mind to open his eyes; what 
is that all you are talking of? ſays the bluſh · 
ing Julia, I really do not underſtand you 
Emily, no matter, replied the giddy girl 
and down ſhe. ſat. to the Harpſichord, and 
began to play, What is life without paſ- 
ton, Sweet paſſion of Love” how do you 
ke the words my Lord, turning to me with 
an arch look, in which there was a great deal 
of meaning; on my ſoul the little gipſy has 
found me out: company coming in, preven- 
ted my anſwering her, 

1 fet out for Abbeville the feat of Mr. 
Stewart, on Saturday, and ſhall not return 
until wedneſday. I have wrote a pacquet te 


you inſtead of a letter, and am now ſum - 
moned to attend the ladies in the muſic par- 
lour. I wiſh Charles you were of the party, 
if that ever happens, you muſt not taiſe an 
eye to my beloved; for if you did, I ſhould 


not 
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not anſwer for the conſequence, however, 
as we are ſtill friends, I may ſubſcribe myſelf 


Your's ſincerely, 


HENRY SBYMOUR; 


LE T- 
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LETTER XIV. 


Sir CHarLes Wincor to Loxp Hinky 


SEYMOUR. 
Londen, 


ec With them I'll toy, I'll kiſs and play, 
c But hang me if I marry.” 


+ ATCH me at that, and TIl give your 
Lordſhip leave to laugh at me; but tell me 
my ſage ſagacious friend, upon what circum- 
ſtance have you formed your ſuſpicions that 
I would be ſocafily caught; is it becauſe the 
little deity found you a willing victim ; and 
did not let him ſpend his arrows in vain : but 
your Lordſhip ſhould conſider you have ſtum- 
bled on a divinity ; for ſuch ſhe muſt be, if 
ſhe is half as perfect as your deſcription makes 
her. You muſt excuſe me if I am rather cre- 
dulous, as they ſay love is blind; therefore 

\ your 
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your Lordſhip is excuſable if you have exag- 
gerated the charms of your Goddeſs, 
So now the burthen of your ſong is, We 
all to conquering beauty bow.” Pl ſigh and 
fatter with the tendereſt ſwain of you all, but 
go no further. I'll make them conducive to 
my pleaſure, but will take care they ſhall not 
prove a torment to me for life: at preſent I 
am one of your fiſter's humble attendants, 
and you muſt allow that is a poſt of danger, 
as Lady Selina Seymour is the moſt beautiful 
girl that graces the circle. She receives my 
aſſiduities with pleaſure, as I am her dear bro- 
ther's friend, her Grace too honours me with 
ſmiles of approbation ; yet I muſt confeſs I 
feel no manner of uneaſineſs when I hear talk 
of a marriage between her, and the Earl of 
Somerſet, and never fail to reſign my place 
at her elbow when his Lordſhip is of the par- 
ty; you muſt forgive me, and pity my ſtu- 
Pidity: You are an extraordinary lover Sey- 
mour ; to give your rival ſuch an opportunity 
with your miſtreſs, in my opinion you muſt 
have very little love, or a great deal of vani- 
ty ; elſe you give yourſelf cauſe for uneaſineſs 
as ſhe muſt be piqued at your refuſal togo; 
when ſhe made it a requeſt, and may give 
Sir George encouragement to be even 
with you, if ſhe is a girl of ſpirit ſhe 
will, and I would commend her for it. 


Yau 
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You wiſh.me to be of your party, but pro- 
bibit me from admiring Miſs St. Leger, but 
Jou do not conſider as long as your Lord- 
ſhip is filent, I would be at liberty to puſh 
my for tune with the lovely Julia, if it was 
no more than to quicken your advances, and 
I think that would be an act of friendſhip, 
On my ſoul were I in your place, I would 
know her mind before the end of the week : 
believe me your fair pupil will not conſider 
herſelf obliged to you, for your taciturnity. 
would you have her declare her prepoſſeſſion 
in your Lordſhip's favour ? I cannot divine, 
what you can mean by your ſilence; take 
my advice and be happy, you have time 
enough to be wiſdGm. 

I think you did perfectly right in not ac- 
cepting a place, that might be attended with 
ſome trouble; as it would certainly keep you 
in town fiom your preſent more agreeable 
employment of attending your miſtreſs. 
Your brother is at Paris, flirting at a great 
rate with a Miſs Waldergrave, whoſe ſiſter 
is the reigning Belle here. I have never teen 
her, tho I have been often in the ſame place 
of entertainment; the crowds or want of cu- 
rioſity has prevented me from being able to 
ſay with preciſion, whether ſhe deſerves 
what the town ſays of her, and I never take 
their opinion to be deciſive, but ſhe is tout 

nouveau, 
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nouveau, this being the firſt ſeaſon of her 
exhibiting in public, and a girl then in my 
opinion, is generally a compound of affec- 
tation, and boarding ſchool airs :; her litile 
head filled with love, and ſentiments imbibed 
from the productions of a Circulating Libra- + 
ry, and dying to be the herpine of a trip to 
Gretna-Green. 

This is a Miſcellaneous epiftle you'll ſay, 
but your Lordſhip I flatter myſelf, will ex- 
cuſe the rattling nonſenſe of your ſincere 


friend, 


CHaRtles WILMOT, 
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r y 

| 11 

1 

1 

* 

— 

* 

7 ; WS 4 + . 0 : 5 | i 0 H 

8 E | LETS 

e $2:& ; el ent n UL» 

" | 


by 


7% SEYMOUR CASTLE. 


"LETTER XVI 
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Miſs St. LæeRR to Miſs Cc IA WALD IR- 


- 7 


GRAVE. 
Seymour-cafite. 


\ ELL my Cecilia, I have diſmiſſed 
Lord Seymour from the office of preceptor, 
and whatever advantage I might derive from 
his inſtructions I forego: I will not ſcreen 
myſelf behind Taſſo, nor give Lord Henry 
opportunities of declaring a paſſion, I'm cer- 
tain he never felt. But I forgot, it is not 
- of his, but the weak heart of your Julia, 
you are atraid, I certainly have a perfect 

| eſteem 


— 
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eſteem for his Lordſhip; but indeed Cecilia, 
Jam innocent of the charge of loving, and 
to convince you of my ſincerity, he is how 
on a viſit to a Mr. Steward, who has three 
daughters; one a compleat beauty, and I 
ſeel not the leaſt uneaſineſs; however I muſt, 
-ccnfeſs to my. ſage monitreſs, I was a little 
piqued” at his refuſing to go to Sir George 
Mordaunt's, as I made it a requeſt of him to 
make one of the petty. You ſee by that I 
am quite indifferent to him, or elſe he would 
not deny me, as nolover would let the wo- 
man he loved, make a viſit to his profeſſed 
rival, and not wiſh to be a witneſs to her be- 
haviour; but in friendſhip I flatter myſelf, 
1 am next his heart, | | 
Now my dear Cecilia, I hope I have ſettled 
your mind with regard to your friend; let. 
me congratulate you on your eſcape from 
Lord Dartford, eſcape I muſt call it, for it 
Mrs. Waldergrave had it in her power, Iam 
raid my ſweet friend would not meet the 


M's happineſs, here and hereafter, ina gieat 

aſure depends, one ſhould be allowed a 
tative, I would have parents adviſe, but 
lot force their children's inclination, and J 
ould have children follow their advice, if not 
pugnant to their way of thinking, as we 
ay be aſſured their knowledge of the world 


E 2 makes 


ndulgence ſhe deſerves, I think where a per- ; 
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makes them more competent judges of what 
ſhould conſtitute their children's happineſs, 
but too often they let their judgment be miſ- 
led, and ſacrifice them as victims at the altar 
of intereſt without ever conſidering, there is 
any other requiſite neceſſary to enſure their 
tuture peace. 

Now ſor news, the Marquis of Guildford, 
Lord Seymour's brother is at Paris, and a 
conſtant attendant on your fiſter Harriot; 
he is the reverſe of his brother: by all accounts 
he is wild and diſſipated, and is now in diſ- 
grace with the Duke his father, for ſeducing 
the daughter of one of his tenants, who wai- 
ted on L.ady Selina Seymour; are you ac- 
quainted with her Ladyſhip? Lord Henry 
idolizes her, ſo does Lady Seymour. The 
other day Lady Seymour was ſaying ſome - 
thing very affectionate to me, when Lord 
Seymour came into the room, after ſome 
converſation in the ſame ſtrain, ſhe took 
our hands, joined them, and prayed Heaven 
to bleſs us. Now ſays this angelic woman 
if my Selina was here, I would have all my 
ſoul holds dear under this roof; Lord Sey- 
mour kiſſed the hand ſhe had given him with 
zapture, as for me I was ready to fink with 
confuſion ; when Lady Hardgrove was an- 
nounced, and put an end to a ſoene that if 
continued 
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eontinued for any time longer, I do not know 
how it would have ended. 

I r:tired to my room and after I had con- 
ſidered. what had paſſed, F could not help 
laughing at the diſtreſs her Lady ſhip's bleſ- 
ſing had occaſioned me the whole day after 
I could. perceive. Lord Henry eye me with 
particular attention,. to fee F ſuppoſe was F 
inelined tolaugh at his-amiable aunt :. but the 
* 8 — there prevented our hav- 
ing any particular chat. I lay my life he 
tells Emily of it; who will not ſpare your 
friend. Laſt night after ſupper, Sir George 
was aſked for a Lady, he gave Ms Cecilia 
Waldergrave, I coloured with pleaſire at. 
hearing the well known name, but left Sir 
George ſhould” impute it to a wrong cauſe; 
| informed him how much I vas interefled. 
in eyery thing that concerned you; he ſaid 
be did not know a more beautiful. or accom+ 
plſhed fair one. Lady. Seymour joined in- 
praiſing you, and the reſt of the night you 


furniſhed converſation for the company. 


You defire à defeription of Bellview, 


what a taſk have you aſſigned me? and what 


I feel myſelf unequal to, for it would require 
the 


pen of a more deſcriptive writer, to- 
delineate the beauties of that charming place; 
but at your. requeſt, I ſhall make a faint at- 


g 52 tempt” 
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tempt, as I am ſure ow criticiſm will be fa- 
vourable. 

The houſe is built on ilie ſummit of an hill 
which for the ſpace of fourteen miles, com- 
mands the molt delightful coumry you ever 
beheld, The immeufe plain is-partitioned 
into corn fields, and meadows, a rivulet runs 
meandering through theſe grounds, which 
ate ſheltered on one fide with hills, whoſe 
various ſhades of gieen, and trees romanti- 
cally diſpoſed of, makes the proſpect en 
—— tingly pictureſque, on the other you have 
a diſtant view of the ſea, When you come 
to the houſe, a veſtibule leads to the hall, 
- which is magnificent; it occupies two ſtories 
in height, and is lighted by windows from 
the upper. 

The grand ſtair caſe is highly embelliſhed 
with 5 of the fineſt pieces of Varrio; in 
the ſaloon, which is alot paſt deſcription 
beautiful, are ſtories elegantly painted, taken 
from Virgil and Ovid; the wall of it, and of 
the drawing-100m, are of a rich roſe colour, 
the. cornice highly ornamented with feRoons 
of flowers, which are ſo amazingly well re- 
leved, that you would fancy them the pro- 
duce of nature, and not the work of art; at 
the four cornersof each room are palm trees 
modelled in flucco; painted and varniſhed 
wich verious lints of green, which ſpread and 
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ſupport the dome ; eto as | formed of 
reeds bound together with ribbands, the cove 
is ſuppoſed to be perforated, and a brilliant 
ſunny ſky appears, which has a fine effect. 
The reft. of the apartments are cqually fu- 
ber; and furniſtied with, ſurpriſing taſte. 
r George has employed the beſt Artiſis and 
ſpared no expence ; from the houſe we went 
through a cloſe covered walk, impervious to 
the ſcorchiag rays of the ſun, this brought 
us to a grove, Where the company were aſ- 
Cmbled ; here was placed. a Semi octagon 
feat, when we had taken our places, refreſh- 
ments of wine, fruits and ſweetments, were 
banded about by a parcel. of pretty boys, ha- 
bited like cupids; upon my word you would 
have imagined. you had got into fairy land: 
one of (the boys, had a heart transfixed by a 
dart, he adyanced towards the circle, an 
ſung thoſe lines out of Loyein a Village. 


. 
. 
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« In vain I evr'y art «ay, 
«« To pluck the envenom'd ſhaft away ; f 
4 That rankles in my heart; 
Deep iu the centre; fix'd and bound; = 
„ My efforts, but enlarge the wound, 
„ And hercer makes the ſmart. 


The ſong was received with. great 8 6 
he then advanced towards me, and begged I 
wauld take charge of the poor bleeding heart: 

: E 4 no 
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no child, replied I, the care of my own is 
as much as I can attend to. Oh! as for that 
fays the urchin, 1 fear it is impenetrable, for 
it has blunted all the arrows in my quiver, 
but this one: which ſhall be at your ſervice 
if can catch you napping ; however if you'll | 
not accept of the heart, perhaps you will 
of this noſegay, preſenting me with. a moſt 
beautiful bouquet. ''He then bowed to the 
company and retired, You may be fure this 
interlude afforded great amuſement, altho I 
ſuffered a good. deal, but Sir George behav- 
ed with the greateſt propriety, and the lad 
addreſſing me, appeared quite a thing of 
chance. | Gi > > ATKINS - 4 a 8 1 re | 
Lou are ſurpriſed no doubt at not hearine 
alt this time of Emily, who to my affoniſh- 
ment was ſilent, unleſs ſhe anſwered yes, or 
no; at laſt ſhe cried out to Sir George, good 
Mr. Merlin, releaſe my tongue, for 1 am ab- 
ſolutely enchanted! we all laughed at this 
ſally of hers. She then took me under the 
arm, and the whole company ſeparated, and 
in parties walked about the improvements 
(Which are ſuperior to any thing of the kind 
[ have ſeen) till we were ſummoned to dinner. 
The day paſſ+d moſt agreeably, and conclu- 
ded with a ball and ſupper. We broke up 
about four o'clock, and ſet out immediately 
for the caſtle. 
| m 
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In my life I never ſaw a more beautiful 
morning, and tho' we were greatly fatigued, 
we enjoyed the proſpect of the riſing ſun 
with rapture. The amiable Lady Seymour 
appeared delighted with the pfeaſure we had 
received, as for Emily ſhe was in a ſtate of 
inſanity, I believe by this, Cecilia, you are 
heartily tired, tho' I fancy if you were of 
our party you would have been as well plea- 
ſed as +: FILE. : 

Your: - 
JuLta St. Lecen: 


E 5 LET- 
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2h LETTE R XVI. | 


tren the SAME tothe SAME. 


Seymour Caſtle; 


* 
* 


1 Diſpatch- this without waiting for your 
anſwer to my laſt, as I with to acquaint you 
that Sir George has propoſed in form, to Lady 
Seymour for her approbation to pay his ad- 
| dreſſes to your friend. Lady Seymour told 
him I was my own miſtreſs, but as my guar- 
dian, ſhe would not withhold her conſent, 
it he was agreeable to me. So now Sir George 
has began the ſiege in form. When I aſked 
Lady Seymour's advice, ſhe deſired me to 
conſult my own heart, and that my dear 
child will direct you. Your happineſs would 
be my firſt conſideration, I had formed wiſh- 


1 
) 
1 
| 


dilffipation; in ſome” meaſure they are” not 
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es ſaid ſhe with a ſigh, but I am accuſtomed 
td diſappoiatments. Hete ſhe ſtopped, and 
Thad not reſolution to aſk her to explain. 
what appeared a myſtery. to me. ir George 
is very Impottunate, tho I have requeſted 
him to give up the idea, that I ſhould "ever. 
alter my reſolution, which I told him, at our 
firſt interview, was flxed to remain as I am 
at prefent, for 1 had not the leaſt inclination... 
to change my ſtate ; he ſays whilſt I remain. 
ſingle, or till Town a prepoſſeſſion, he muſt: 
trouble me with his aſſiduities. What vani- 
ty thoſe men have, or elſe they wouldi not 
leave themſe tves liable to a fecond refuſal). _ 

Lord "Seymour is returned after an abſence. 
of eight days which” has paſſed rather hea- 
vily, for he is the main ſpring of our amuſe- 
ments; tho” the amiable L207 Seymour pro- 
motes every divetſion- Wes ſays 

as 


ſhe to wo \ Hardgrove, 3 — with her 
the other 


for a ball) Hill accuſe me of levy,” and [- 


make no doubt imagine my heart enjoys 


miſtaken, for what gives 2 to my 


nfations to m. 
My Julia's difpoſition I habe attetic 9 


of otheis 


ber o Tach 1 __ mon frequieat 
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SSH i705 LING 7; THE S en 
58 She is far too ſerious for her time 
of life. Oh! Cecilia, you muſt imagine what 

I thought, for words are too poor to convey 

my feelings. I preſſed her hand to my lips, 

butwas too much affected to ſpeak ; You 
my ſweet friend muſt think how happy I am 
with ſuch an amiable. protectreſs; it would 

be _ungrateful in the higheſt degree, if I 

formed a. wiſh to leave her; to encounter the 

perils of mairimony, where there are ten 
blanks to one prize. 
Lord Seymour has taken no notice of Sir 
George's propoſal, and behayes rather diflant 
ſince his return from Abbeville. Perhaps he 
is offended at my not attending his Lectures 
with Emily, perhaps; but no matter, you ap- 
prove. my conduct, and 1 am ſatisfied. We 
expect the Newbourg family in a few days. 

Lady Caroline is ſtill ralked off for Lord Sey- 

mour, do you know her Ladyſhip? is the. 

handfome ;_ indeed Cecilia, ſhe muft be very 
perfect if ſhe deſerves him. I wiſh they were 
not to come here; or that their viſit was over. 

I am not fond of ftrangers, the ſociety of 

my friends 1 love; for I was not born to 


Alen life in a crowd,;it has no charms for 


Our play is over, fs. Gingleton who was 
to have performed the part of Core Sleby 
was obliged to go to London on particular 


buſineſs 


* 
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buſineſs. - Emily is not pleaſed at my reject · 
ing Sir George ; ſhe would have me accept 
him, was it only to be miſtreſs of Bellview : 
beſides Julia, you would be then Queen of 
Diamonds, as you are now queen of hearts; 
for you muſt know the family jewels are con · 
ſiderable. | 
Adieu, I am called to tea, and afterwards 
ſhall be obliged to dedicate the remainder of 
the evening to cards; as we have a patty that 


exiſts but at the Quadrille table. I ſhall be 


intolerably ſtupid, as I am devoured with 
lowneſs of ſpirits. Let me hear from you 
foon, tho' I am afraid you will not approve 
of my determination with regard to Sir 
George. 2 

[ give you leave to ſcold, but continue to 
love 


Your, 


JuLta St. LsoER, 


LET. 


2 SEYMOUR CASTLE. 


3 \.F * « 1 _ 7 
g a D 
1 : = a 
PSY... * 14 12 4 ” A , * 
* * 1 144 * . k £ F * . 


f , 


Miſe Cxcitia WaripzeGrAvs: te Mit St; 


* , 5 ” - - * 2 
4 4 * © hy * * * 1 N * 
* . 


"£01 N ö 
Lrorx. | 
, 6 1 . 1 4 


1 


Grafoenor-ſquare...- 


Y ous letter my Julia, like the hand of 
magic, at once conveyed' me to tue feſtive 
ſcenes of Bellview ; I am enchanted with 
your deſcription of it, and followed you with 
rapture through all the meandrings of that 
charming place, and happy that you were 
pleaſed with the behaviour of the agreeable 
owner ; but on the contrary, ſorry you were 
ſo diſſatisfied at Lord Seymours not being uf 
the party; I would have been better pleaſed 
had you been as indifferent as Miſs W y. 

O u 
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You tell me of the intended viſit of the New- 
bourg family, and of the match between 
Lord Seymour and Lady Caroline.” Why Ju- 
lia, are you difpleafed at their viſit : ſhe is a 
moſt accompliſhed girt, only has a little too 
much affectation, but not ſufficient to render 
her difagreeable. I got through your firſt 
letter in a hurry, impelled by an eager cuti · 
olity to ſee what occaſioned you to write a 
ſecond, -before you had got.an anſwer ts the 
firſt ; but judge my diſappoiatment when J 
found it was to let me know you had reject- 
ed Sir George Mordaunt; what ſufficient 
reaſon my dear girl can you give, his charac- 
ter is unexceptionable ; if you loſe Lady Sey- 
mour, you have no tender brother, no rela- 
tion to ſcreen you from the ceaſure of the 
world, to which you will in ſome meaſure 
become accountable for your conduct; which 
tho' I am ſure will not deſerve re proach, may 
not eſcape cenſure. Envy loves a high, and 
lofty mark, and wounds the deepeſt where 
- 2T ChNcTE rotten: cn OM 


 . Superior charms, ſuperior ſorrows know, 

Aud to excel, is but the way to woe, 
indeed my Julla it is a truth ;' a fingle git 
let her fortune be what it, may, if ſhe is as 
. amiable as my ſweet friend; will always be 
ene wn þ 2 + . . 1 'a ſub- 
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a ſubject for tea-table ſeandal, followed by 
the men, and envy'd by the women, is de- 
Vghtful ; whilſt we have a protector, or a 
proper ſanction we do not mind the tabby's 
who have ever declared war with beauty and 
merit, and you my gentle friend are not 
formed to bear the malevolence of ſuch peſts 
to ſociety: therefore my dear girl, I think 
vou ſhould look forward. | _ 

Il am ſorry Lady Seymour did not make 
you acquainted with her wiſhes, but her la- 
dyſhip deals in enigma's. why did you not 
alk her to ſalve it? ſure you were reſolved 
to miſtake my meaning, I did not defire you 
to withdraw from Lord Henry's inſtructions, 


82 I think it muſt have a fickle appearance, for 


all your demureneſs, you have the making 
of a very great coquet in your compoſition. 


propos, L had heard of Harriat's flirtation 
hu Lord Guildford, I do not know what 

w mother thinks of it, but ſhe be 
| Id be 


her leave of abſence, perhaps ſhe won 

glad to ſee her daughter Dutcheſs of Le- 
ceiſter. I am not acquainted with Lady Se- 
ling Seymour, but I have ſeen her often, ſhe 
is moſt exceedingly handſome, very like your 
| Henry IL hear; does that pleaſe Je know 
Imay venture to call him your Henry, as 
vou have acknowledged your Platonick paſ- 


| Seymour 


d never ſeen Lord 
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Seymour; you would not have objected to 
Sir George, forgive me Julia, I can't help 
making obſervations, and when I have made 
them, I always conſtrue them the moſt na- 
tural way. Lou will aſk me why Þ have tran- 
ſlated your. behaviour in ſuch a falſe manner, 
| tell, you child it is true, and will giye you 
reaſons for it. When two amiable people of 


different ſexes, live under the ſame roof, they 


in general. do every thing to render themſelves 
agreeable to each other, and particularly 
where there's an acknowledged partiality 
and tender friendſhip; we may ſuppoſe that 


love is not far off. You ſay in friendſhip he 
and the reſt, Julia, 


ſtands next your heart, 
* n 5 I am clever in 


raltows of courſe; you ic GG i 
clearing up a doubtful peint, and [ hope you 
are convinced by what I have ſaid. 

I am to ſpend next week at Windſor, with 
Lady Wilton, your friends ſiſter is to be of 
the party; you have ſegacity enough to know 
who I mean. I intend introducing you to 
the acquaintance of Lady Selina Seymour. 


I dare anſwer her Ladyſhip will pay me her 


beſt thanks, tho' I preſume you can hardly 
be a ſtranger to her, as I ſuppoſe the brother 
and ſiſter correſpond. 85 

Lord Melvin is my attendant ſpirit at pre- 
ſent, and is a very pleaſing good humoured 
familiar. My mother is in charming temper 


ſo there is nothing wanting to my preſent hap- 
pineſs 


* x © 
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viel but to call my friend Lady Mordauar 
or Lady fill up the blank, as it is moſt 
pleaſing to you. I am moſt exceedingly 
fleepy, as I did not get to bed until five this 
morning. I can hardly keep my mouth ſhut, 
I yawn fo intolerably, and Morpheus lays his 
leaden rod on my eyes; fo will honour my 
pillow with my ſtugidity.—Bon foir my Ju- 
lia, pleaſing dreams, and ſound re pole t to you 
and Your 


Cecilia — 


1. E T. 


. 
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LETTER XVII. 


Miſe St. LEE to Miſs Cecilia Waliber- 


GRAVE. 


Seymour-Coft 


How can I find. language to convey my 
thanks to my dear Cecilia, for her attention 
and ſiſtetly advice to her Julia, would to God 
I could follow it, but my wayward heart re- 
coils at the idea of marriage with Sir George 
Mordaunt ; for | ever was of opinion, where 
an union of ſouls is wanting, nothing but 
diſcord muſt enſue, To titles or riches my 
friend, I can never ſacrifice my inclinations, 
as I imagine I could enjoy happineſs without 

| a COAC 
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a coach and fix; but you will tell me ima- 
pation is a cheat, which heightens all plea- 
ure beyond a poſſibility of being realized, 
and points out woes in too gloomy a ſhade. 
Ah my Cecilia, no happineſs can be where 
the heart is not engaged; whenever I give 
my hand, I muſt feel the moſt undivided af- 
fection, the moſt tender preference for him 
with whom I unite my deſtiny: if ever ! 
ſhould marry I ſhall look for love, Peace, 
and competence, nor beftow a wiſh, nor 
breath a ſigh for grandeur, which too often 
is attegded with diſcontent and ſatiety. - 

From my earlieſt days, I found myſelf 
unambitious, and contented with the enJOy- 


ments of a ſequeſtered life; by the genera- 
lity of the world, it may be termed a weak- 
nels, rather: than a virtue, my being ſatisfied 
with my prefent ſituation. _ 

You will ſay I am romantic, in that I am 
if you call my defire for happineſs by fuch 
an appellation, and Iam convinced with Sir 
George Mordaunt, I could not be happy, if 
1 bad never ſeen Lord Henry Seymour, for 
indeed Cecilia, you wrong me when you fup- 
poſe that a partiality for him, influences me 
to reject Sir George, but I ſhall quit this ſub- 
ject, as I am tired of making myſelf the con- 
ſtant theme of my Leiters, beſide I hope to 
LOOT W212; introduce 
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introduce to your acquaintance an amiable 


unfortunate. 17 
' Yeſterday when Lady 


K 


Seymour and l were 


taking an airing, the coachman told us if 


we gave him leave, he would bring us home 


by a more agreeable road, than we were ac- 


cuſtomed to come; we aſſented and were 
repaid by an enchanting proſpe& for the 


remainder of the way. Whilſt we were ad- 
miring the beauties of nature, blended with 
thoſe of art; we received' a ſevere ſhock, oc- 


caſioned by the back wheel of the carria 


8e 
coming off, and the fpring breaking; we 
however got out without receiving any hurt 
and ſoon recovered from the fright we had 


been thrown into, but could not proceed; 


as the walk was too great for Lady Seymour 


carriage could come from the caſtle. 


We perceived a neat ſmall houſe at a little 


io undertake, We looked to fee if there was 
any houſe or cottage we could ſhelter in; till a 


diſtance, ſo covered with wood bine and jeſ- 
ſarnine, as almoſt entirely hid it from the 


eyes of the impertinent traveller: juſt as 


Lady Seymour was ſending to requeſt ſhel- 


ter, we ſaw a venerable old man coming out 


of the gate, his head filvered with at leaſt 


ſeventy. years, 'but his cheek were like the 


full blown toſe: he made towards us, and 


after lamenting our misfortune, delivered 
| his 
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his miftreſs's aa and intreated we 
Would make uſe of her cottage till our car- 
Tiage could be repaired. We immediately 
accepted the invitation. | 
A s we went towards the houſe, we had to 
Paik through a ſmall flower garden, which 
or beauty pit taſte, exceeded any thing of 
the kind I ever ſaw. The old man announ- 
ced Lady Seymour at the parlour door, who 
had informed him, who fhe was. I had fi- 
gured to myſelf a matronly gentle woman; 
who tired of the and vanities of this 
wicked world, had retired from noiſe and 
folly, to paſs the remainder of her days in 
retirement; but my Cecilia, gueſs my aſton- 
| iſhment whenon entering the room, we were 
received by one of the moſt elegant women 
my eyes ever beheld, and a beautiful girl of 
abouthfifteen ; when the uſual compliments 
Paſſed, and we were ſeated, our old man re. 
turned. with cake and wine. The lady of 
the manſion. preſſed us to take ſome refreſh 
ment, as we muſt be fatigued by the heat 
of the ſun. Whilſt ſhe and Lady Seymour 
were talking of the accident; | had time to 
Examine the miſtreſs and the furniture, ſo 
take the following deſcription. 
I The lady is 1 ſuppoſe about. thirty, tho' 
ſhe e A 1 * n bat I ima- 


gine 
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gine ſhe muſt be that, as the girl is hers, 
her ſtature riſes above the middle ſize, her 
perſon is moſt elegantly formed, her hair fair 
but not flaxen, in my life I never ſaw any 
thing ſo white as her neck; but langour 
awells in her lovely eye, and paleneſs on her 
cheek, there's a melancholy diffuſed ovet 
her whole perſon ; that makes her the moſt. 
mtereſting figure1 ever beheld. In the par- 
lour there was a harpſichord, muſick by the 
beſt maſters, a parcel of books in French 
and Itaſian, and ſome of the Latin Poets, at 
them I was a good deal ſurpriſed; in one 
corner ſtood a pair of globes, in another im- 
plements for painting, in the fourth a tam- 
bour frame. I ſuppoſe the lady took notice 
that I was viewing the concerns ; for ſhe ſaid 
you ſeem ſurpriſed, ladies, to find in this ho- 
vel, the implements of inquiry but it is not 
to make a parade of learning I have them 
for you are the firſt viſiters, I have had ſince 
came here, which is now near two years; 
my employment chiefly conſiſts in giving my 
Olivia all the inſtructions in my power for 
for her future conduct in life. 


Thave 
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Thave long wiſhed for an opportunity to make 
a requeſt to Lady Seymour, but never ſhould 


have been able to accompliſh it, if it had not 
been for the accident that happened to day; 
as I was reſolved on not making any acquain- 
' tance in the neighbourhood. Lady Seymour 
told her, ſhe only intreated her to let her 
know how .ſhe could be ſerviceable to her, 


and ſhe ſhould ſee by her readineſs to com ply 


with her wiſhes, that ſhe would conſider her- 
ſelf the obliged perſon. The lady bowed and 


returned her acknowledgments in the moſt 


pleaſing manner, and told Lady Seymour it 
was for her Olivia ſhe preſumed to aſk a fa- 


vour of her ladyſhip. She is ſays ſhe, at a 
time of life, that company is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary for a young girl, leaft ſhe forms ro- 
mantick ideas, or elſe become ſtupid from 
the want of exercifing thoſe talents given her 
by nature 3, with you ladies, ſhe weuld meet 
inſtruction, without the leaſt fear of her mo- 
rals being corrupted, but before, madam, I 
take the liberty to let her profit by your in- 
dulgenee, it is proper you ſhould know who 
ou countenance; tho' the recital of my paſt 
ife will give me pain, it is neceſſary, for to 
clear a character which appears ſuſpicious. 


Lady 
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Lady Seymour inſiſted ſhe ſhould not at- 
tempt to relate any thing that would occaſion 
her the leaſt diſtreſs ; adding it was unneceſ- 
ſary to clear a character that was not impea- 

ched by her, even in idea; my curioſity ex- 
tends no farther than your name. Ah! ma- 
dam how goodneſs .may be impoſed upon, 
| replied ſhe, but as for my poor Olivia, ſhe 
is innocent, ſuſpicion has not glanced on my 
child: here the tears poured down her checks 
and ſighs ſeemed ready to rend her boſom. 
Her accents and manner more than her 
words went to. the heart, and I was obliged 
to go towards the harpſichord to prevent her 
ſeeing me ſo affected. Olivia, ſaid the fair 
mourner, play your laſt leſſon, ſhe has taſte, 
ſays ſhe, turning to us, but ſhe wants jud 
ment, the poor girl trembling ſat down, and 
played an ode to Peace: ſhe ſings aud plays 
with taſte, but as her mother remarks, wants 
judgment. Juſt as ſne had done playing, the 
ſervant informed us, the coach was come; 
well ladies, ſays ſtie, I flatter myſelf it will not 
be long before I have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you again, and the unfortunate, but not guil- 
ty Olivia Lenox, Will taſte of happineſs to 
which her heart has long been a ſtranger. 


Vol. I. F I will 
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I vill by that time compoſe myſelf to make 
A recital of my misfortunes, there is no fear 
of hurting the wound, Alas, it has never 
been — 1 hurried out of the room, it 
was too much to be borne, and as I was go- 
ing through the garden, met Lord Seymour, 
who was alarmed at hearing of the j 
end came to aſſure himſelt we had eſcaped | 


hut, 


I exprefled my forpriſe at his Lyrdſhipy 
oming, as he might have been convinced 
— the ſervants compoſure his aunt was per- 
fectly ſafe. Ah Julia, replied he, taking my 
Hand, was there no one elſe of 'the party to 
occaſion my uneaſineſs: do you imagine that 
my a pprehenſionis for my friend were inferior 
10 1 felt for my aunt, Unking Julia 
youzudge of me by yourſelf, you would fee 
concern if my life was in danger, He ap- 
ared greatly agitated, and ſeemed offended, 

y ſpirits were ſo diſcampoſed by poor Mrs, 
—— that the tears ſtood in my eyes, which 
now overflowed at his dropping my hand in 


fs of reſeniment; he again caught my 


nd, and preſſing it to bis lips, Gracious 
my deareſt Julia, exclaimed he, what 
Ap you, what can occaſion thoſe tears? Be- 


fore 
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fore I had time to anſwer, (and indeed I did 
not well know how tò account for my folly) _ 
Lady Seymoùt came up to us, quite aſton- 
iſhed at ſeeing Lord Seymour, what in the 
nameof wonder, Henry, ſays ſhe, could bri 
von here. The carriage that will take you from 
inns and my fear for your ladyſhip. Pray 
my Lord, replied ſhe ſmiling, what has Ju- 
lia done, that ſhe is not included in the com- 
pliment, I am afraid Henry, you are acting 
a double part, and let me tell your Lordſhip 
hypocriſy does not become you, 


This paſt in our way to the coach, for Mis. 
Lenox had retired, when ſhe ſaw his Lord - 
ſhip. The converſation on our way home 
turned on our ad venture: for my part I was 
rather filent, ſo was Lord Seymour; I am 
ſure he thinks me very filly. | 


1 ſhall long to hear Mrs. Lenox's ſtory; 
ſure it muft be ſomething very extraordinary 
that could baniſh ſuch a woman to ſolitude, 
who would be an ornament to ſociety ; in my 
next I hope I ſhall have it in my power to 
ſ:nd you her hiſtory. Emily is dying to ſee 
her, and her fair daughter, but Lady Sey- 
mour will not let her intrude on the amiable 
recluſe, without her permiſſion. Adieu, mv 

F 2 much 
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much loved friend, may you be as happy 
Jhe enſuing week, and all your life as you 
Heſerve, is the ſincere wiſh of your, 


Jul St, LSOER: 


LBE T. 
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LETTER XX 


From the SAME to the s AME. 


Y ov mc impatlent, my dear Cecilia, for 
the Hiſtory of Mrs. Lenox; my inclination 
was very ſtrong to hear it, and to have the 
lovely Olivia at the caſtle, before the New- 
bourg family arrived, as I was: apprehenſive 
ſuch a crowd as we ſhall have, would be 
diſtreſſing to a timid girl, on her firſt intro- 
duction into the world; forſhe is intirely ig- 
norant of it, but what ſhe has learned from 
books. I hinted my thoughts to Lady Sey- 
F 7 mour 
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mour, who directly acquieſced, thanked me 
for my conſideration, and fixed the next 
day for our viſit. 

We were received by Mrs. Lenox with 
pleaſure, and the fair Olivia bluſhed with joy, 
as ſhe laoked on us as the key that was to 
unlock hee cage, and give her liberty, for 
tho' ſhe had her palpitations, I dare ſay 
ſhe was longing for the hour that was to bring . 
her to the caſtle. 55 

When we were ſeated, Mrs. Lennox ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to Lady Seymour, and faid- 
ſhe yas at a loſs how to apologize to her. 
Ladyſhip for taking up her attention with 
the ſorrows of a ſtranger, but ſaid ſhe, your 
ear is always open to the tale of diſtreſs, or. 
I ſhould not attempt to trouble you, with a, 
detail of my misfortunes, 0}: 

J am, continued ſhe, the daughter of a reſ- 
pectable clergyman, who poſſeſſed a ſmall 
patrimony of four hundred. pounds a year, 
and a good benefice; he married an amiable 
woman, with whom he got a large fortune; 
thus ſurrounded with peace and affluence, I 
came into the world as a farther cement to 
their happineſs ; Iwas their only child, the 
fondneſs they laviſhed on me, I ſtroye to re- 
pay with every attention in my power. When 
I had gained my thirteenth year, a PR 

ri 
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iend of my fatner's made a re- jueſt he would 
ake the careof his only for, as he was obli- 
ged to go to France on huſitteſs of the ut- 
moſt importance, and did not chuſe to put 
his ſon to a publick ſchoel, as he was now 
fixteen. My father took the Charge, never 
was there any thing more amiable than his 
pupil, he ſtrove by his attentions to my pa- 
rents to gain their afffctions, who in a ſhort 
time made hardly any difference between 
Edmund and me; thus did our days paſs on 
in the ſunſhine of innocenee. | 

When he entered the college, his vacations” 
were ſpent with us, for he ſeemed but to 
live in our ſociety; all this time he treated 
me as a ſiſtet he loved, and I. was not back- 
ward in returaing his affection. The only 
fault I could ever diſcover in his diſpoſition, 
was a tincture of jealouſy, which. his other 
good qualities rendered ſcarcely. diſcernible. 
Ah!] how bliſsful then were all our ſcenes, how 
free from inquietuge; the time was drawing 
near for his quitting Oxford, when my father 
received a letter from old Mr. Lennox; thaak- 


ing him for the great care he had taken of 4 


his ſon, and requeſting. him. to prepare KEd- 

mund to meet him the next month at Paris. 
L was of a romantick caſt; my ſpirits timid 
and tender, and had imbibed a great deal of 


F 4 ſenſibility 
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ſenſibility from my choice of reading; but 
I was not ſenſible how far it had led me, till 
the letter from his father awakened us from 
our pleaſing dreams; on the receipt of it, 
Edmund was ready to fink, he looked con- 
ſuſed and embarraſſed. When my father 
went to his cloſet, Edmund came up to me, 
who was bathed in tears, Olivia ſays he, with 
great trepidation, I would be glad to ſpeak 
to you in the garden, early in the morning; 
the requeſt was unneceſſary, as I always 
groſs before the family, and | walked till 
breakfaft. | 


I never paſſed ſo uneaſy a night, tho' I 
had no reaſon as I thought for doing ſo, it 
appeared the longeſt I had ever known, I 
aroſe with the ſun; but I found Edmund be- 
ſore me in the ſymmer houſe, it would be 
needleſs to repeat our converſation, ſuffice to 
tell you we had found out a ſecret by this 
unfortunate ſummons, that we were all the 
world to each other; condemn me not ladies 
I could not conceal how very dear he was to 
me. After breakfaſt, — took yn 4 

tunity of declaring himſelf to my father, 
2 — ecetinted him, he hadre- 
vealed to me the ſituation of his heart, and 
Aattered himſelf if he gained his father's con- 
| ſent, that he would not make any Wen, 
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my father told him he was very ſorry we had 
acted ſo imprudently, and requeſted he would 
make all the haſte he could to obey his fa- 
ther, adding you are both too young to think 
of matrimony, but at the ſame time told 
him if he obtained Mr. Lenox's conſent, he 
would not with-hold his. 

Every thing was got ready for his depar- 
ture; when the agitatior- and diſtraction of 
his mind, leſt he ſhould not obtain his fa- 
ther's conſent, brought on a fever, which ter- 
minated in the ſmall pox. What I ſuffered 
words are too weak to expreſs; in ſhort he 
recovered, but not before he had extorted a 
ſolemn promiſe from me, that I would con- 
ſent to a private matriage, when he grew 
well, he urged me to fulfil it. I ſaid all I 
could to diſſuade him from it, but in vain 
he ſwore he would not go, if I did not aſſent 
to what he propoſed, at laſt he prevailed, and 
we were married by a friend of his, that came 
from Oxford, and then was determined to 
go to his father, who he was certain would 
approve our union, if not, endeavour to per- 
{wade him to it, and alſo to break the affaic 
to my parents, and intreat their forgiveneſs, 
for the ſtep we had taken without having their 
a pprobation. | 
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My father was enraged, upbraided Ed- 
mund with ingrati tude, and me with diſobe- 
dience. My mother pitied, and at laſt re- 
conciled him to us; it was now my ſufferings 
commenced, the day arriyed that was to part 
me from my Edmund. Ah!. what are the 
tertrors of death, if they exceed what I then 
felt; it is impoſſible death can ever give great. 
er pains, for if it be the pangs, the throes, the 
agonizing ſtruggle, when ſoul and body part, 
ſure I have felt it, and there's no more to 
fear.” I thought my heart would hreak, 
when my eyes took their laſt look ; ſuffuſed 
with tears I could ſcarce behold him, Sure 
our diſtreſs was portentous of our misfortune. 
My father tore my Edmund from me, and 
never left him till the veſſel was under fail, 
leſt he ſhould return, as it was with difficulty 
he was prevailed on to go on board. Oh! 
. madam, from this fatal ſeparation, I date all 

my length of woes, the painful recollection 
of all that followed is too powerful for 
m 


e. | 

She was obliged to call for a glaſs of wa- 
ter, indeed Cecilia, it was a melancholy ſcene, 
Olivia threw her arms about her mother's 


neck, and ſobbed as if her heart woud break. 
Poor Mrs. Lenox was the firſt that recovered, 


after apologizing for diſtreſſing us, ſhe pro- 
ceedeg 
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ceeded every poſt brought me letters 


from my Edmund, iacloſed to a Mr. Dan- 
vers, a young gentleman who was his moſt 
intimate friend, every account was flattering 
10 our wiſhes, till old Mr. Lenox propoſed 
a match to his ſon, a Daughter of Count de 
Merville, poor Edmund was thunderſtruck, 
and made all the objeCtions in his power, but 
it was of noavail, he then told him of his at- 
tachment to me; this made his father out- 
rageous, he abuſed my father, ſaid he had 
drawn him into admire his daughter, but that 
we ſhould not benefit by it; for if his ſon per- 
ſiſted, he would ſend for a Notary, and diſ- 
inherit him, and let him live on his father - in 


law's charity. He at length pacified the old 
gentleman, by making a promiſe not to vi- 


t England without his approbation, if he. 


would not urge him to marry, till time had 
weakened his love for me. It was now my 


Olivia was born, this opened a new ſcene to 


me; my child engroſſed all my time, but 
what I ſpeat in writing to her father, whoſe 
letters carried the ſtrongeſt marks of impa- 
tience at our long ſeparation. 


Mr. Danvers was perpetually at our houſe 
it was not agreeable to me, his ſpending ſo 
much uf his time with us; but as he was m 


Edmund's friend, 1 did not know how to de- 
| | cline 
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Cline receiving his viſits. One day as I was 
ſitting in the parlour playing with my child ; 
Mr. Danvers brought me letters, acquainting 
me with the death of old Mr. Lenox, and 
that my huſband would be with me almoſt as 
ſoon as the account, You may judge Ladies 
what I felt, joy mantled in my eye, and ex- 
pectation coloured on my cheek; but this 
heart»telt delight was to make my wretched- 
neſs the greater. e | 

In a few days after Mr. Danvers came in 
the evening, dreſſed in a white ſuit of cloaths: 
the alteration was ſo great, I hardly knew 
him at his firſt coming into the room, for he 


 Watways wore black, as he was a councellor; 


after tea he aſked me to take a walk, as he 
had ſomething to ſay to me, which he did not 
chuſe to ſpeak before ſtrangers, for we un- 
fortunately had company. I conſented, but 
judge my ſurpriſe and indignation, when this 
pretended friend madea declaration of Love. 
I anſwered him calm, but with all the dig- 
nity of offended virtue; he acknowledged 
his fault, and requeſted I would not inform 
Mr. Lenox, what the violence of his paſ- 
ſton had made him guilty off, I promiſed 
I would not acquaint my huſband of his 
breach of friendſhip, more out of regard to 
my Edmund's peace, than any N 

or 
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for him; he ſeized both my hands, and pref- 
ſed them to his lips, and then threw himſelf 
at my feet; in ſhort, I thought the man dif- 
tracted. 

While I was ſtooping to raiſe him, for fear 
any one would come and find him kneeling, 
(as he ſtill forcibly held my hands) who ſhould 
ſtart out of an arbour, but my Edmund, 
gracious Heaven, do I live and be able to re- 
late it. I ſcreamed with joy, which was too- 
powerful for utterance ; but inſtead of flying 
to my arms, 1n a voice hardly articulate, he 
addreſſed me; abandoned woman, is this the 
reception you give me; to receive you from 
the embraces of your paramour, but thanks 
to my friend that acquainted me with your 
perfidy, words nor oaths I could not believe, 
but my ey es could not deceive me. e might 
have talked for ever, I could not ſpeak. 
The contending paſſions overpowered me, 
end I ſunk to the earth inſenſible; but I for- 
got to tell you, on the noiſe Mr. Lenox made 
coming out of the arbour, the author of my 
unhappineſs hurried out of the garden. 

A ſeries of ſwooning fits prevented my 
knowing by what means I was got into the 
houſe; but when I recovered, I found my- 
ſelf on a ſopha, my mother ſupporting me 

| in 
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in her arms. In a ſtate of frenzy I demand- 
ed what had happened; I called on Edmund. 
I had remembered I had ſeen him, tho! 
ſcarcely knew what were my reflections on 
that, or indeed any thing elſe ; my ſenſes 
were exceedingly confuſed, a train of me- 
lancholy ideas hurried through my brain, [ 
was by turns, ſick, giddy, and violently hot 
and cold, yet ſtill my thoughts were beat on 
Edmund. The firſt thing that gave them a 
turn was the fight of my child; I now wept 
plentifully, but after that, remained ia a fi- 
. tent ſtupid way for three months. 
In the mean time, my huſband. wrote to 
my father, informing him he would never re- 
turn to England ; begged he would take care 
of his child, till it would be convenient to take 
her home, but where that would be, Heaven 
only knew; that he would leave directions 
with his banker, to pay to his order four hun- 
dred pounds per annum. Through the 
whole letter he never meativned me, but it 
was penned like one diſtracted in mind. 
For three years, I continued almoſt in 2 
ſtate of inſenſibility, and in that time never 
aſked a queſtion about my huſband, till I was 
rouzed by accidently meeting with his pic- 
iure; here ſhe drew it from her boſom, ( 
| never 
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never law any face ſo handſome except one) 
this ſaid ſhe, awakened all my ſenſibility. 


I now made inquiries concerning my ſtill 


adored Edmund; we heard where he was 


by accident, I wrote io him to beg an ex- 


planation of what appeared all a myſtery, 


but received no 'anſwer. Mr. Danvers wrote 
ſoon after to me, to beg my pardon, and re- 
queſted to be admitted to my preſence, asit 
was in his power to ſerve me. I would not 
ſee him, his very name firuck terror to my 
ſog], and the ſight of him would have thrown 
me into the ſame ſtate from which I was juſt 
recovered. | 3 

The education of Olivia was now all my 
amuſement, and I ſpent my time as well as 
the nature of my ſituation would admit of, 
till the wretched Danvers had a paralytick 
ſtroke, and was given over by the phyſicians, 
he ſent for my father to make a confeſſion of 


his guilty attachment te me. He told him he 


had loved me to diſtraction from the time he 
firſt ſaw me; which was the day I was be- 
trothed to my much loved Edmund, that 
increaſed to ſuch a degree, he was not maſter 
of himſelf, When Mr. Lenox weat abroad, 
he was determined we ſhould never more 
meet, as he found my affections for my huſ- 
band ſo great, as to leave him no hope of 


lucceeding 
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ſucceeding; that from time to time he wrote 
ſuch accounts of me, as left him room for fears, 
which he begged of Danvers to eaſe him of; 
in his anſwer, he deſired he might be com- 
poſed, for he had nothing to allege againſt 
me; but my great deſire for admiration, and 
a young creature ſituated like me, was looked 
on by every man of gallantry as their pro- 
perty : thus did he wind my poor Edmund to 
is baſe purpoſe. 


When he found he was coming home, he 
wrote to him, and told him he was forry to 
lay my conduct before him, but friendſhip 
would not permit him to be ſilent. He then 
told him I admitted the viſits of the moſt li. 
bertine man in the town, at hours no pruJeat 
woman would be ſeen at, but by her huſband. 
On the receipt of this inſidious letter, my 
poor abuſed Edmund, ſet out for England, 
and arrived at his treacherous friend's houſe 
incog. He then told him, he bcl.eved that 
very evening I was' to meet my gallant; as 
my father was to have company. He ſaid nis 


| friendſhip carried him farther than honour. 


would allow, but in ſucha caſe he did not at- 
tend to its whiſperings. 


Thus 


us 
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Thus did he play with his temper, and 
rouſed all his reſentment. When he had ac- 
compliſhed his deſign, and had got his pro- 
miſe not to diſcover himſelf; but when he 
had ocular demonſtration, he would imme- 
diately quit the garden, You know, ladies, 
what followed; Danvers managed it fo that 
his back was to the arbour, and the change 
of dreſs made ſuch an alteration, as prevented 
the diſtracted Edmund from knowing him. 
When he returned to his houſe, he found him 
almoſt deprived of life, his reſentment was 
ſubſiding, and he deelared he would go, and 
upbraid me with my un worthineſs, and then 
eave me for ever. 5 

But Danvers ridiculed his folly, as he cal- 
led it; if once, ſaid he, you hear the ſyren's 


voice, I give you up; his pernicious coun- 
ſel prevailed, and I never faw my Edmund 


more; this confeſſion was ſigned by the dy- 
ing penitent, who ſent to aſk my forgiveneſs; 
I ſent it but could not ſummon reſolution to 
go and ſee him. About three years ago, I 
loft both father and mother, they died within. 
ſix months of each other; I am afraid their 
ſenſibility was too much affected by my un- 
happy ſituation, and haſtened their diſſolution. 
Soon after I diſpoſed of the furniture and houſe 
we lived in, and took this cottage, determin- 


ed: 
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ed to pafs my days unknowing and unknown. 
Reſignation is my duty, difficult is the at. 
tainment of it; but are not my woes mea- 
ſured out to mie hy the Kind hand, of a ſa- 
ther ; who, proportions my tryals to my 
firength, it is ſo, and I kiſs the rod that in- 
flicts my miſery. 
Here the fair mourner ended her melan- 
choly tale; we all continued ſilent ſometime, 
for indeed there was no one able to ſpeak, 
Lady Seymour was the firſt that broke ſi- 
lence; ſhe condoled with her on her early 
misfortunes, aſked her had ſhe heard lately of 
Mr. Lenox ; ſhe anſwered: the laſt time ſhe 
heard he was at Geneva, but was told his ſtay 
there would be very ſhort, as he never con- 
tinued longer than a- few days in any place, 
and his banker had paſſed his honour, never 
io give his addreſs to any one, which has pre 
"vented him from being undeceived. Lady 
Seymour now aroſe to go, ſhe ſaid ſhe would 
not aſk Miſs Lenox to the caſtle to day, 2 
ſhe thought it cruel to leave Mrs, Lenox a prey 
to thoſe ideas, the relating her ſorrows- mull 
occaſion ; but the next day ſhe would: expe! 
the pleaſure of her company. She promiſed 
and we took our leave; I will make no com 
went on Mrs, Lenox's Hiſtory. | 


Fthiak 
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I think ſhe may be ſtiled the fair unfor” 
tunate ; I hope my dear Cecilia, fortune has. 


no ſuch ills in ſtore, for you, or your, 


Julia St. LEOER. 


LET. 
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Miſs Cxcuia WaLdzkGRAvE, to Miſe SI, 
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Poor Mrs. Lenox! pity is too weak an 
expreſſion - for what J feel for her; her 
misfortunes began very early. You ſee my 
dear Julia, that the ſmalleſt deviation from 
the line of reQtitude, embitters every moment, 
but ſne payed rather dear for her diſobedi- 

. RR ence z 


his 
one, led by ſage Minerva, to hand Ohvia in- 
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ence; tho' I imagine ſhe would never have 
enjoyed perfect happineſs with a perſon of 
Mr. Lenox's diſpofition.. For that green 
eyed monſter jealouſy, often deſtroys the be- 
loved, as well as the hated object; both are 
hurried indiſcriminately to deſtruction, I 


rejoice, for the young Olivia's ſake ; you met 


with the accident, as you eſcaped unhurt, it 


will be the means of releaſing her from a 
confinement that could not fail of being irk- 
ſome to her, and I make no doubt but her 
little heart panted long ago after liberty ; it 
is a wiſh implanted in our nature. 

I muſt confeſs I would have taken ſome 
ſtep towards a releaſe, tho? I had been obliged 
to have called ſome wandering par to my 
aid, who would have been glad of ſhewing 
proweſs; but it was left to a gentle fair 


to the world. 


Pray my dear has ſhe ſeen any of the lords 
of the creation, beſides old Abraham, you 
did not tell me his name; if I have chriſtened 
him wrong, I beg his pardon. 

And ſo Julia, you cried when Lord Sey- 
mour was offended: You come on my girl 
delightfully, what an exalted friendſhip you 
have for him. I could be witty on the occa- 
hon, but I am forbidden you know. Now 


Julia, 


14 
„ 
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Julia, prepare to be introduced 10 Princes; 


Dukes and Lords, no bluſhing child, that is 
quite out of faſhioh. Mercy on me, what a 
round of pleaſure have I whirled in theſe lat 


ten days: Lord, ſome one ſays, a woman's 


nobleſt Ration is retreat, that I deny; for my 
motto is © let me wander not unſeen,” what 
does it ſignify, whether a girl is handiome or 
otherwiſe, if there is no one to ſee her but her 


don family ; the old Rector of the Pariſh, or 


the ſquires of the vicinity, who behold a fine 
woman, but as an inferior being to their horſe 
or pointer; the bare idea of being cooped up 
with ſuch a ſet, makes me fly to my Eau de 
luce? Now l am a little recovered, I will in- 
form you that Lady Wilton, accompanied by 
Lady SefinaSeyrnour, callled for rhe on ſun- 
day morning ; we ſet out in high ſpirits, and 
arrived at Windſor at one: it is a delightful 
place, ſituated on a pleaſant riſing ground, 
conſiſts of ſeveral ſtreets of handſome houſes, 
has a large church, with a ring of eight bells, 


- When we had made ſome little alteration 
in our dreſs, we went to ſee the caſtle; is is 
a noble Edifice, from which is a beautiful 


prof] pect of a fine vale: with the Thames gli- 
ding gently through it. 

__ Whilſt we were amuſing ourſelves, admir- 
jng the ſcenes before us, ſome of which car: 


fied 
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ried us back to the days of William the Con- 
queror (i. e.) a man of blood, for zl] heroes from 
Alexander down, in my opinion; deſerve. no 
other appellation ; I am for the old Spartan 
method, 1 would have them he able th defend 
their ptoperty from the ambition of others; 
but not invade their neighbours Territories 
without a juſt cauſe. Bleſs me how I have 
wandered from my fubje&, and will now re- 
tum to the more pleaſing ſcenes of Windſor.) 
Lady Selina and I, were accofted hy two 
ſmart Cavaliers, who offered their fervice tb 
ſhew the caſtle; we declined their civility, as 
we were waiting for Lady Wilton, who had 
gone to one of the apartments; but al | 
would take ng denial, and plied us with ſuch 

adulation and gallantry, that I was ready to 
die with laughter, 71 Lady Selina with fear ; 


who's afraid, ſaid I, they will not bite us; 


however, I was no way diſpleaſed, when! 
ſaw Lady Wilton return with the Earl of So- 
merſet and Lord Melvin, the Earl is an hum- 
ble of Lady Selina's, and you know to whom 
the other belongs, tho'I did not betray a con- 
ſciouſteſs as her ladyſhip did, who blufhed 
ſcarlet deep at their approach, and turned tq 
one of our beaus, to ſay ſomething I believe 
ſhe did not know what ; but hehold they had 
yanihed at ſight of our noble admirers. Where 
8 jt 
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are the gentlemen, Miſs Waldergrave, ſaid 
ſhe, why replicd 1, they are gone about their 
buſineſs ſince you would not accept their ſer- 
vice; what ſervice did they offer, ſays Lord 
Melvin, for they are ſervants to Colonel L— 
did they preſume to ſpeak to you; yes lays 
I, they were very civil, and very entertaining 
and moſt obligingly offered to ſhew us the 
curioſities; indeed my Lord, -they beat you 
hollow at compliments. We laughed hear- 
tily at our adventure, and when we had ſeen 
the caſtle, we returned to Lady Wilton's; in 
my next will tell you how I like Lady Selina, 
and give you an account of a ſuperb ball, that 
is to be at the caſtle, | 
Love me, my Julia,. and believe me, 
| Ever Yours, 


Cecilia W ALDERGRAVE. 


LE T- 
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Loxp Henay SexMour. fo Sir CHARLES 
WIINOr. 


Seymour -Caſtle. 


I AM returned from Abbeville, after an ab- 
ſence of eight days, and was received by the 
lovely Julia with pleaſure ſparkling in her eyes, 
but my mind 1s agitated with a thouſand 
fears. Sir George Mordaunt has propoſed for 
her in form, and has been refuſed, but in ſuch 
a manner as did honour to her. Emily has 
ſpoke to her before me, for ſo immediately 
determining his * ſaid ſhe thought 

her 
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her wrong to reje Sir George; he with the 


greateſt ſweetneis replied it gave her no plea- 


ſure to keep any perſon in ſuſpence, who 
honoured her with his approbation, when ſhe 
was reſolved in her own mind not to accept 
him; for ſaid ſhe, I do not think J am li- 
cenced to treat any gentleman ill, for thus 
diſtinguiſhing me. 


Such ſentiments have if pollble raiſed her 
in my eſteem; for the ality of her ſex 
lead a man like an ape 1 ſor ſix or twelve 
monthe, and then diſcard him for another, 
and another ſtill ſucceeds, and the laſt fool 
2s welcome as the former. Sir George till 
continues his aſſiduities; I often obſerve him 
eye me with an inquiſitive attention, whilſt I 
am tortured with the idea that her affections 
are engaged elſewhere. A Mr. Howard, heir 

10 the Earlof propoſed for her when 

Lady Mary St. Leger was living, perhaps he 
has gained her affections, tho' the match 
might not have been agreeable to her mo- 
tber, I hear he Is now in yu South ma 
{A Wise 


** 


Or late ſhe is grown r more reſerved in her 
behaviour: to me, and has made an Excuſe for 
| Wi. 0 OOO T1043 DID 28 720 not? 
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not taking any more leſſons ; the time ſne 
formerly dedicated to that employment ſhe 
ſpends in her apartment; in vain do I ſtrive to 
diſcover whether ſne entertains any tenderer 
ſentiment for me than that of friendſhip; 
ſometimes I am flattered by her attentions, - 
and I think her eyes betray a degree of plea- 
ſure at my approach, but in a moment the 
idea is baniſh:d, and I am convinced ſhe be- 
holds me in no other light than her friend (as 
ſhe calls me). I am tempted to open my heart 
to her, but the thought of finding her enga- 
ged, drives me to madneſs; if ſhe has got 
the better of her firſt attachment, and would 
accept me, my happineſs would not be com- 
pleat, as I ſhould be in terror of her again 


changing. Opportunities are now wanting. 


for meeting her alone, as the caſtle is crowd- - 
ed with ſtrangers, and to add to my diſtreſs; 
the Newbourgh family are expected. 


Lord Orford comes with his father. 
I would diſpenſe with his company. In- 
deed Wilmot I have got into a labyrinth, and 
without your friendly aſſiſtance, I know not 
how to extricate myſelf; let me hear from 
you ſoon, I ſhall be directed by your advice, 
as I am diſſitisfied with my conduct in this 
affair; my mind is ſo agitated, I cannot an- 


G 2 ſwer, 
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ſwer any part of your letter, but be more 
careful of diſpoſing of your heart, than your 


Hznky SEYMOUR. 
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Ts LL it not in Gath, publiſh it not in 
the ſtreets.of Aſcalon; leaſt the daughter! 
of Philiſtia ſhould rejoice, that the renowne 

Lord Seymour, who might revel in the arr. 
ol. ihe firſtrate beauties-in this great metrc - 
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polis; is now dying for an innocent country 
girl, and dare not breath his paſſion but in 
ſighs. But I had forgot your Lordſhip is ſo 
ſentimental and refined ; you could not en- 
joy perfect happineſs, if your fair enſlaver 
ever breathed a wiſh for any ſwain, prior to 
her ſeeing your Lordſhip, leſt ſhe ſhould 
again transfer her affections. For ſhame my 
Lord, be more juſt to yourſelf, than to ima- 
gine any woman Lord Seymour honours with 
his affections, will ever change whilſt he re- 
mains conſtant ; for to give them their due, 
(ſome few depraved minds excepted) they 
are not by nature prone to inconſtancy, but, 
often through-relentment err. 


You'll ay I am in a hopeful way, when ! 
become fo zealous an advocate for female 
excellence; I ſpeak, Seymour in geaeral terms, 
no ſingle attachment for me. But jeſting a 
part, I pity Miſs St, Leger exceedingly: you al- 
low. you have paid her every attention in 
your power, in hopes to gain her affections, 
and you do not know, but what you have 
ſucceeded, without her knowing your inten - 
tions, and her preſent reſerve is a proof of it. 
Wild and unthinking as l aw, I would not 
ſport with the happineſs of an amiable woman 


nor 
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nor flatter my vanity at the expence of her 
peace. MAE | 4 


Believe me, I exonerate your Lordihip of 
any ſuch intention ; therefore declare your - 
ſelf as ſoon as poſſible, and deliver yourſelf 
and Miſs St. Leger, out of the diſagreeable 
ſituation you are in. I wiſh Lord Ortor was 
with you, if it would be the means of putting 
an end to a ſilence, ſo detrimental to your 
happineſs. Take my advice, aud ſuccets 
attend you. | | | 


I go to Windfor to-morrow to a ball at the 
caſtle, and will not be in town till ſatur- 
day, when I expect a letter of thanks, till 
then 


Adieu, 


CuARLIS Wilmot. 


P. S. I forgot to return my warmeſt acknow- 
ledgments for your friendly caution in the 
diſpoſal of my heart; I am in no haſte to * 

l A 


of 
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the poor thing, for it is very peaceable, and 
ſeems perfectly ſatisfied with its preſent poſ- 
ſeſſor, My heart's my own, &c. &c. 


Once more adieu, 


A © 
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GRAVE, 


Seymeur Caſtle. 
"+4 


WW may juſtly ſay with the Poet, 


« The ways of Heaven are dark and intricatey 
« Puzzled | in mazes; and FORE in error. 


bor: us mort ſighted mortals to complain, that 
its diſpenſations are not right, if it dots not 
ee with our wiſhes, is certainly impious. 
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But you aſk what all this tends to, for T 
hed intirely forgot you were not acquainted 
with the denouement of Mrs. Lenox's ſto 
I believe I told you the day was fixed to bring 
Olivia to the Caſtle. Em ly and I ſet out 
immediately after/breakfaſt on the embaſſy. 

Emily you may ſuppoſe not a little detight ted 
with the buſineſs. of releahng Miſs Lenox; 
for the was much of your way of thinking 
in regard of her confinement. | 

As wewere laughing and amuſing ourſelves 
with the remarks Emily ſuppoſed ſhe would 
nmfee of men and manners: Sir George Mor- 
daunt popped his head in at the window ; 
where are you going, my fair runaways, thus 
attended; Emily anſwered on a ſecret expe- 
Gition, or elſe we would be glad of his agree- 
able company. He ſmiled and bowed, for 
Emily hed put on a look of importance, and 
id vs he was bringing a particular friend of 
his to the caſtle, to requeſt our aſſiſtance to 

diipel a glocm that hung over lim, owing 
ſais he with a ſigh, and looking at me, to a 
diſappoiniment in which his heart was con- 
gened, Poor man how. I pity lum, replied 
Emily, tho' I think. you lords of the. creation, 
ſhould not indulge ſo weak a paſſion to ſuch 
exceſs as to make you miſerable, yaw ſnould 
leave that to feminine folly, but Sir Sir Georg e 
why dont you introduce your friend? 2 


Sir 
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Sir George: called itn, and andounced kim 
Mr. Miller. When [got a full view of his face. 
it ſtruek me I had ſeen it befare, but where | 
1 could not call to miad; but Sir George ſay - 
ing he was juſt come ftom abroad, made me 
1 nquiſh the idea of claiming an acquain- 
Ane after ſome compliments paſſing, We 
wiſhed them a good morning, and proceeded 
on our journey. 0 
We found Miſs Lenox Nea dteſſed. After 
the uſual ceremony of introducing Emily to 
the ladies was over, Mrs. Lenox kiſfed Oli-- 
via, and delivered her to me, ſaying Miſs St. 
Leger, I conſignthe oily. treaſure poſſeſs into 
yourhands. She is now going intb; the world. 
= ſhe meet more happineſs in it than her 
rtunate mother, did. She then did us 
| aff, and we returned to the caſtle. 
We found Lord Henry, and Lady Sey- 
mour waiting for us, in the muſic parlour. 
Sir George was gone to ſhew Mr. Miller the 
gardens, they ſoon returned, I thought on 
Mr. Miller's coming into the room, he ſtarted 
and turned pale. Olivia (at next to me, and 
perceived her colour come and go ſeveral * 
times. im puted to her feeing f ſo many ſtran-⸗ 
gers, ſo I did not take any notice for fear of 
4 diſtreſſing her, at laft Emily faid Mifs Lenox, 
I am afraid you are not well; ſhe replied ſhe 
bad a pain in her head, which would go off, 


when 
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when ſhe got into the air; our attention. was 
now called to another Object, this was Mr. 
Lenox, for it was he, le and ſinking to the 
ground; he juſt cried: out, Oh! my child, 
and fainted: Here was. complicated diſtreſs, 
but after alittle. time, we got them compoſed. 
He told us he was ſtruck on coming into the 
room, by the ſtrong reſemblance Olivia has 
to her mother, and ſhe by the likeneſs he has. 
to the ſame. picture, which had made Lady 
en e and I imagine we had ſeen him be- 
ore, after he had bleſſed. and kiſſed her, he 
in a voice hardly articulate ; ſaid, tell me Oli- 
via, tell me child, have you. a mother, but 
no; replied he, anſwering himſelf, ſuch con - 
' fornmate happineſs, would be too much for 

one ſo unworthy, but do not hate your fa- 
ther; my Olivia, I will ſtrive to make you all 
the recompence in my power; it was a long 
time before we could perſwade him that Mrs. 
Lenox was living, but when he was convin- 

ced, his joy was unbounded. 

He then wanted to ſet out immediately 
for the lodge, but this was oppoſed by Lady 
Seymour, who deferred the meeting ull morn- 
ing, when ſhe intended to bring Olivia home, 
for ſhe thought .it required. to be broke. to 
Mrs. Lenox in a cautious, manner; as her 
' Nerves were rather delicate. Ah Lady Sey 
mour 
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mour, ſays Mr. Lenox, I knew her when they 
were not ſo. I have ſuffered as well as ſhe, 
by the artifice of a deceitful friend; but will 
endeavour to exculpate myſelf to you ladies 
to-morrow, and I hope my unfortunate ſto- 
ry will excite more pity than blame, tho' I 
was certainly very culpable; it was dinner 
time before we thought of the hour, and 
therefore were obliged to dine in our habits, 
Mr. Lenox and Olvia eat very little, the 
day ſeemed the longeſt they ever ſaw, and 
ſuppoſe they paſſed the night with the ſame 
impatience, As ſoon- as breakfaſt was over, 
Mr, Lenox appeared- miſerable to be gone, 
and ſat with his watch ia his hand, countin 
the minutes, as Lady Seymour ſaid it would 
be improper for ſo. many ſtrangers to go at 
ſo early an hour; at laſt we ſet out, when the 
coach ſtopped, his agitations were-almoſt in- 
ſupportable. He caught Olivia to. his boſom, 
plead my Olivia, plead my child for your re- 
penting father. Indeed my father, faid the 
amiable gitl, there is no occaſion, my mother's 
| firſt wiſh is to be reconciled to you, and to 
have an opportunity to clear her conduct; 
that is already done replied ge.. 
Come, come Miſs Lenox, ſaid Lady Sey- 
mour, your mother will wonder what keeps 
us. We hurried up the garden; Mrs. Len- 
ox met us with ſmiles, you are on 

| les 
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dies, I ſee you have brought my truant home. 
Olivia flew about her mother's neck, and 
burft into tears; upon my word Miſs Lenox 
ſaid Lady Seymour, you muſt not go abroad 
again, if you bring nothing but tears home, 
but 1-muſt give your mother a reaſon for 
l them ; ſhe then'informed her of Olivia ſeeing 
| a Mr. Miller at the caſtle, who is an intimate 
- acquaintance of Mr. Lenox e, end who told 
her he intended viſiting England very ſoon, 
Thank Heaven, ſaid Mrs. Lenox in extacy, 
he then will hear my juſtification ; when [ 
have done that, and inſured a protector for 
my Olivia, I will q nt the world with plea- 
"ſure 
ere Lady Seymour interrupted he) how 
would you feel my dear Mrs. Lenox, if you 
heard your Edmund was in England. She 
was filent for ſome time, at laſt with a heavy 
ſigh ſhe ſaid, ſhe hoped God would give her 
- fortitude to bear his taking Olivia from her, 
for he had in a letter to her fath-r, faid he 
would take her, if ever he was fet:led-; but 
I hope the Almighty wil! not try me farther. 
than I can bear. But tell me, my dear ma- 
dam, ſaid Lady Sevmour (who grew appre- 
| henfive for her head) how you would receive 
your Edmund, if he ſought a reconciliation. 
Spare me Lady Seymour, but why this con- 
verſation? Mr. Lenox will never ſeek = 
ere 
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here the door flew open, and Mr. Lendx was 
at her feet in a moment; his impatience could 
not brook our tedious delay. Mrs. Lenox 
fainted, and it was a long time before ſhe 
revived. I cannot Cecilia, deſcribe the re- 
conciliation; I was too much affected to be 
a ſpeculative ſpectgtor. 
When they were ſufficienily compoſed to 
converſe rationally, Lady Seymour aſked 
him how he could be led aſtray by ſuch a 
meteor, as an untryed friend; and for fuch 
a number of years continue in an error ſo 
detrimental to his happineſs. Mr. Lenox 
bowed to lady bey mour, and cad, I deſerve 
your ladyſhip's criticiſm ; but Mr. Danvers 
knew the unfortunate defect in my diſpoſition, 
and played it off to my deſtruction, and 
perhaps I would not no have come to a pro- 
per way of think! Ng, if ſickneſs had notover- 
taken me; and. left me room for reflection. 
8 conſidered Mr. Danvers had carried 
his friendſhip rather too far, and thought I 
was wrong in being ſo haſty in judging fram 
anpearanccs; it was that determined me to. 
return to my native land, afler an abſence of 
ſixteen years. | 
| When I arrived at Bronaley,,. I found. the 
houſe inhabited by ſtrangers, who could give 
no information relative to you; bowing to 


Mrs. 
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Mrs; Lenox. I then applied to Mr. Dixon, 
me Rector, who ſhewed me Mr; Danver s 

confeſſion; this as it cleared my doubts, made 

me very miſerable, as he could not tell me 
where you were 
faithful to his truſt ; all I could ſay was inef. 
fectual to wring the ſecret from him, till he 
heard from you, which was twice a year. I 
therefore was obliged to give up the purſuit, 
and accepted of Sir George Mordaunt's in- 
vitation, with whom I was very intimate 
abroad. 

When I ſaw Olivia at the caſtle, her mo- 
ther ſtood confefſed before me; but when 
Miſs Sydney called her Lenox, every pulſe 


forgot to beat. You know the reſt ladies, and 


you ſee the. moſt. miſerable of men before 
you, if Mrs. Lenox: refuſes me her forgive- 
neſs; ſhould I be ſo unfortunate, I can ne- 
ver blame her, but will go to ſome diſtant 
part, there to lament my fate. Mrs. Lenox 


threw herſelf into his arms, and a perfect re- 


conciliation took place. 


What ſurpriſing viciſitudes, my Cecilia, 
attend human life, how ſwift the tranſition, 
from grief to joy, and how. nearly do theſe 
oppoſite ſenſations, bear a reſemblance to 
each other; for. when joy is exceſſive, it be- 


comes nearly allied to pain, 


Lad y 


ne to. Your Agent was. 
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Lady Seymour made it a point they ſhould 


dine at the caſtle, which they agreed to; but 
by Mrs. Lenox regaining a huſband, ſhe ſhall 
loſe an agreeable neighbour, as Mr. Lenox 


muſt return to Geneva, upon particular bu- 
ſineſs. I ſhall feel a great loſs, as I flattered: 
myſelf I ſhould ſpend ſome happy hours at 
the lodge. Sir George goes with them, to try 
as he ſays if abſence will weaken his attach- 
ment to me. I am glad my Cecilia, you have 
ſpent your time ſo agreeably , but why are 
you fo indolent as to neglect ſending me an 
account of the ball, to leave female curioſity 
on the ſtretch, is rather cruel - 
Lord Seymour ſpeaks of lady Wilton“ 
beauty, but not of her diſcretion; he blames. 


her father for marrying her to one as of 4s 


himſelf, He ſays ſhe is followed by all the 
young fellows of gallantry in London : won- 
ders much at her Grace permitting lady Se- 
lina to be with her at Windfor. 
Beware my much loved friend of an inti- 
macy with her; your innocency of heart, 
makes you unſuſpecting, there are more girls 
ruined by a connexion with one of her cha- 
rater, than an acquaintance with the moſt 
profligate of the other ſex. A female liber- 
tine is a dreadful character: whatever plea- 
ſure you partake of in her ſociety, I requeſt; 
you'll forego, for believe me a woman's fame 
2 18 
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ale attin, whole gloſs is injured by the ſtain, 
tho! the blot is purged away, and thoſe who 
will not maintain a proper reſpect for them. 
ſelves, are not to expect others will, Mrs. Wal- 
dergrave muſt be acquainted with her lady- 
ſhip's character, or ſhe would never conſent 
to your accompanying her on your preſent 
excurſion. 
Lord Seymour I believe writes to lady Se- 
lina by this poſt on the ſame ſubjech. Fam 
convinced he would abt breath a hint to lady 
Wilton's diſadvantage, if he had not ſuffici- 
ent reaſon, and not even then; but he knows 
how much I am intereſted in every thing that 
concerns Tod Write ſoon my dear girl, and 
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SEYMOUR CASTLE. 1% 


LETTER XXIV. 


U> ON my word Julia, you have conclu- 

ded your novel extremely well, and I rejoice. 
poor Mrs. Lenox, has the proſpect of paſſing 

the reſidue of her days in happineſs. Lhope. 

for her ſake, her lord. and maſter will not - 
again be troubled with a fit of jealouſy, as 
another ſixteen years ſeparation, might not 

do ſo well at their time of life; but I ſup- 


Poſe 
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poſe he has arrived at years of diſcretion, 
and will not be ſo credulous for the future, 
I don't think I ſhould have forgiven him ſo 
ealily ; but ſhe is one of your tender ſouls, 
and would not keep in ſuſpenſe, one ſhe had 
vowed to honour and obey. 

Now you muſt know, I am an enemy to 
ſuch unconditional ſubmiſſion, as I think it is 
rather preſumptuous to make a ſolemn pro- 
miſe to do, what perhaps is not in our power 
to perform, for you know people marry eve- 

day with a moſt comfortable contempt 

or their help- mate. I wiſh the Arch-Biſhop 
of Canterbury would convene a ſynod to 
make ſome alterations in the marriage cere- 
- meny, and. to the words honour and obey, 
att as long ae the hoſBand continues to de- 
ſerve ſuch affection and obedience, now dont 
you think it would prevent many from mak- 
ing falſe vows; don't look ſo grave, Julia, not 
imagine I am'ridiculing matrimony, for I look 
on it as a very awful ceremony, and ten to 
one, ſome day or other may enter the ma- 
gie circle; and be obliged to ſay them two 
words that l have ſuch an averſjon to: they 
will however make me more particular in 
my choice; but that ſame would puzzle me, 
togive a preference where there are ſo many 
. Pretenders to my favour, all of equal merit 
and all admirers of their own dear perſons. 


But 


and glad he was to be of the 
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But Solomon ſays, that in a multitude there 
is ſafety ; ſo on that account I ſmile on all, 
not but what I have got a favourite, who I 


will not introduce you to, till I bring you to 
the feſtive ſcenes of Windſor. 

The morning after our arrival, Lady Wil- 
ton told us to prepare for a ball that was to 
be at the caſtle. I expeCt an addition ſays ſhe 
ſmiling, to our party; lady Selina you are 
acquainted with Sir Charles Wilmot, lady Se- 
lina replied ſhe was very intimate with him, 
party; he is a 
charming fellow added ſhe, and abounds with 
vivacity. I think he will be a, delightful 
match for Miſs Waldergrave ; none of your 
match-maKing, lady Selina, anſwered Lady 
Wilton, you muſt not preſume on your in- 
timacy with Sir Charles, to rob me of m 
Ciciſbeo, I declare Lady Wilton, ſaid I, laugh- 
ing, I will do my beſt for that purpoſe, as I 
think it very dreadful for you married ladies 
to make a monopoly of all the pretty fellows, | 
and leave nothing for us ſpiaſters, but your 
refuſe, aſſiſt me dear Lady Selina to make 
this matron feel our power, and carry off 
this Sir Charles, that ſhe has made her ſlave. 
Company coming in put a ſtop to our non- 
ſenſe ; the converſation turned intirely on the 
ball. Lord Melvin engaged me for the firſt 
ſet ; I told him I had engaged myſelf to Sir 


Charles 
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Charles Wilmot, but that as he was ſo im- 
portunate, I would wave ceremony for the 
firſt, the ſecond ſet I was determined to dance 
with Sir Charles, happy Sir Charles echoed 
he with a ſigh, may I aſk are you long ac- 
quainted with Sir Charles, no, ſaid I, nor 
have I ever ſeen him, but I havea reaſon to 
wiſh to engage him; Lord Melvin ſighed 
again; might he aſk the reaſon I was fo laco- 
nic, and anſwered no; we paſſed a very 
cheerful day, Lady Wilton gave a ball in the 
evening; lord Melvin as uſual my partner, 
lord Melvin again, indeed Julia, I cannot help 
it, you'll ſay 1 do wrong to encourage him, 
tow can I avoid it? I have repeatedly refuſed 
him, if he will continue his aſſiduities, am I 
to blame, I like his company, ' tho? I would 
not like to lead my life with him, and it is an 
indulgence io him to permit him to attend 
me, and pray my ſweet friend, where's the 
harm in it. You experience the ſweets of 
Platonic love, and I am ſure you would 
grieve to loſe that intercourſe of ſouls; that re- 
fined ſentiment you feel for lord Seymour,not 


that I have any of the palpitations my dear Ju- 


lia has experienced on ſome occaſions ;, Iam 


perfectly at my eaſe in regard to lord Melvin, 


and converſe with him, as if he was a perfect 
ſtranger, fince I acquaiated him with my 


ſentiments, which I aſſured him could never 
. alter 
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alter in that reſpect, ſo that my dear Julia 
I cannot be accuſed of coquetry, that his 
lordſhip can acquit me of. | 

He and the Earl of Somerſet called for us 
to go to the ball; and if my glaſs did not flat- 
ter me, I never looked better. lady Selina 
looked and moved a goddeſs, lady Wilton 
als mort, for her ſwain had diſappointed 
her. FFC 

The entertainment was the moſt ſuperb 
and ſplendid that could be imagined ; the com- 
pany numerous and brilliant. The dancing 
began very early; as I was chatting to lady 
Selina who ſtood next me, I perceived lady 
Wilton ſtand up, (for ſhe had not gone into 
the card room) and beckon to a gentleman to 
came to her; I directly made him out to be 
Sr Charles Wilmot, whilſt I was obſerving 
tzem, lord Melvin told me that was Sir Char- 
ls Wilmot, talking with lady Wilton. I ſup- 
pſe her ladyſhip will be prevailed on to 
dance, Row her favourite is come, ſaysche, 
unleſs her lord's being here will prevent her: 
wiy replied I, would he be ſo unreaſonable 
to expect ſhe would ſit at cards all night; if 
| was his wife I am ſure I would diſappoint 
him, he ſmiled and was ſtent; ſeveral times 
| {law Sir Charles glance lus eyes towards us, 
a gentleman at laſt broke the fete g-tete, and 
elt him at liberty. | | 


He 
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He came up directly to lady Selina, after 


complimenting her ladyſhip, he turned to 


lord Melvin; who chid him for breaking his 
engagement with a fair lady, he replied let 
it appear ever ſo extraordinary, I could not 
leave town before, for my old uncle was fo 
very bad, there was no hopes of him, but he 
is now much better, and I came off poſt, and 
I flatter myſelf, the cauſe will plead my ex- 
cuſe; but I imagine I am come too ſoon for 
my eaſe: if I eſcape unhurt to night, I think 
I may brave all dangers, looking at me with 
his lively black eyes; indeed Julia, I might 
have ſpelt that word with an O, and it would 


have anſwered: full as well; but they could | 


not in my mind be lovely without being live- 
ly, nor lively without being lovely, how 1 
have wandered from my ſtory. 

As you talk of danger Sir Charles, replied 
lady Selina, I will introduce you to Miſs Wal- 
dergrave, and I think I may inſure your 
ſafety, from all the artillery of the reſt of the 
females for this night; there was a great ma- 
ny ſmart things ſaid on both ſides, till we 


were interrupted by being obliged to join the 


dance. When he had an opportunity, he 

aſked me for the next ſet: you may be aſſut- 

ed conſented, and I believe looked ver 
well pleaſed that he aſked me. 


» 


Lady 
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Lady Wilton neither danced nor played 
cards, but ſat fidling with her fan and ſeem- 
ed no way delighted, when Sir Charles claim- 
ed my promiſe. I aſked why ſhe did not 
dance, ſhe replied ſhe was not well, ſhe had 
got a pain in her head: But whatever her 
reaſon was for not dancing, it was very vi- 
ſible ſhe was not pleaſed at my having Sir 
Charles for a partner: If ſhe was a ſingle 
woman, I would not ſtrive to draw the atten- 
tion of the perſon ſhe ſeemed: to approve. 
Conqueſt Julia is pleaſant, but triumph I deſ- 
piſe. I think lady Wilton wrong to encou- 
rage Sir Charles Wilmot, he poſſeſſes an inſi- 
nuating addreſs joined to a moſt elegant per- 
ſon, which I am afraid has made too deep an 
impreſſion on poor lady Wilton's heart; her 
uneaſineſs all the night was too conſpicuous 
to paſs uncenſured: Out of compaſſion to 
her I propoſed going home, earlier than la- 
dy Selina wiſhed, but lady Wilton after apo- 
logizing for the interruption ſhe gave to our 
amuſement, accepted the offer; to the no 
ſmall mortification of our Beaus. 

The morning brought your motherly lec- 
ture, lady Selina received one from her bro- 
ther, which made her look very grave, and 
ſhe told lady Wilton ſhe was obliged to go 
to town, on buſineſs of lord Seymours ; and 

Vol. I: H how 
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now Wiltonchad got the better of her cha- 
grin, ſhe rallied me on the reſolution I had 
made of dancing with Sir. Cbailes. But take 
care of your heart Miſs Waldergrave ſaid ſhe, 
he is a dangerous man, you muſt not liſten 
100 much to him; I am pretty much of her 
apinion, but pray Julia don't take it in your 
head that I love the fellow, it is not thank 
heaven corre to that. 


The gentlemen came to ſee us after break- 


feſt, do not laugh at my vanity, but I really 
thonght I ſaw diſappointment in Sir Charles's 
face, when he was told of our going to town, 
o ever, we did not part untill he obtained 
ꝓermiſſion to wait on me in Groſvenor- Square, 
1 granted the requeſt, and own to you I was 
not diſplealed at his making it, for he is a 
moſt agreeable creature. Lſhall follow your 
advice and break all connexion with lady 
Wilton as ſoon as poſſible; not that I believe 
her ſo culpable as the world ſeems to think, 
but her character not being unexceptianable, 
is ſufficient io make me avaid her company. 
My-mother tas had a letter from Paris; the 
Lontenis are a ſecret. Harriet does not write 
10 me, perhaps Lord Henry can inform yoy 
jomething about her. 


Adieu my dear Juri a, ever Yours, 
j p 


Cectuta WALDERGRAVE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. \ 


Lex Henxy Sermour fo Sir CHARLES 


Wrirmor. 


Seymour Caſite. 


Y ILMOT it is over; my fate is deter- 
mined, and I am for ever doomed to mourn 
unrequited love ; juſt as I had flattered my- 
ſelf with the hope of not being indifferent 
to her, and from that hope reſolved to re- 
veal a paſſion I have felt ſince the firſt mo- 
ment | ſaw her. Juſt at that expeCtant, and 
ts | thought auſpicious moment, to have my 
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hopes blaſted for ever: by heaven, it was too 
much to be borne: expectation would be 
preferable to this cruel certainty. 

When I reccived your laſt letter, I was on 
the bell terms with Miſs St. Leger, that re- 
ſerve that I complained of, was entirely ba. 
niſhed, and IL only wanted to be convinced I 
was beloved to compleat my happineſs, be- 
fore | had finiſhed reading of it; I was aſton- 
iſhed at my own ſtupidity, in not diſcover- 
ing what now appeared evident to me, and 


blamed myſelf, for being ſo tardy in declar- 


ing a paſhon that preyed on my very vital, 
and which would releaſe Miſs St. Leger out 
of the very diſagreeable ſituation ſhe muſt 
be in. I was therefore determined to come 
to an eclairciſſement the firſt opportunity 
} ſhould have. | 

When 1 went to the drawing room where 
the ladies were aſſembled ; I believe I looked 
ſerious, for the two great ſprings of human 
actions, hope and fear; operated moſt pow- 
erfully on me, and I was fo loſt in thought 
that I was almoſt inſenſible to every thing 
around me; till the lovely Julia expreſſed 


her fears that I was ill, or had received diſ- 


agreeable news from town; her inquirics 
rouzed me out of my reverie, and for the 
remainder of the evening, I attached myſelf 
jo her; never was love more violent, nor 
beauty 
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beauty more inſpiring ; the bewitching melody 
of her voice, the ſoftneſs of her manner, that 
lovely femininity (without which the moſt 
beautiful woman would not pleafe me) quite 
inebriated me: fatisfied I was beloved, I be- 
haved in ſuch a manner as made the dear'girt 
thoughtful in her turn, which continued ill 
we ſeparated. I was now determined not to 
let another dav eſapfe without a perfe&-- 
knowledge of her ſentiments, in regurd of 
me, before the arrival of the Newbourg fa- 
mily, which my aunt expected at break faſt 
the next morning. BEA =, 

Miſs St. Leger complained of a pain in- 
her head, which prevented her going out with 
Lady Seymour and Miſs Sydney; I rejoiced 
at her ſtaying at home, tho I grieved for the 
cauſe. When I heard the coach drive out of 
the court yard, I went to Miſs St. Leger's a- 
partment, when I had got to her dreſſing room, 
my heart began to palpitate, Itapped, and 
then opened the door. The lovely Julta was 
ſitting at a table with the window up, ſh2 
was attentively looking at a picture, which 
ſhe ſeemed to have been correQting, as ſhe 
held a pencil in her hand ; ſhe never looked 
more lovely than at that inſtant, the vivid 
glow of her complexion, the animated 
changes of her countenance, whilſt the vie w- 
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ed the ſubje& of my uneaſineſs, rivetted me 
to the ſpot, and deprived me for ſome mi- 
nutes of the powerof retiring, which was my 
intention, ſeeing her ſo deeply engaged, for 
ſhe did not perceive me coming into the 
room; but juſt asI was going to quit it, the 
air of the window blew the picture ts. 
wards me, the blank fide up, Julia ſcreamed, 
and was near fainting when ſheſaw me. I 
took up the picture, and flew to her aſſiſtance, 
When ſhe was recovered, I requeſted her for- 
giveneſs for my intruſion. In a low tremy- 
lous voice, ſhe begged me to leave her; I 
ſcized her hand, and preſſed it eagerly to my 
lips, and left the fatal paper on the table, 
and returned to my own apartment, in a 
ſtate of mind little ſhort of diſtraction, I am 
tortured by jealouſy and diſappointment. 
Oh! Wilmot, could I have ſeen the pic- 
ture, but honour, generoſity forbid it; all is 
over, and I now bid adieu to happineſs; this 
incident diffipated that too flattering bubble 
hope; that-air built fabrick, raiſed by my own 
vanity. Adieu, thou pleaſing viſion ! ſelt- 


love deſerved this puniſhment, how. could I 
be ſo weak to ſuppoſe ſhe loved me! I would 
have quit the caſtle directly, but that I had 
promiſed Lady Seymour to ſtay until Lord 


Newbourg's return to towa; I could not 
therefore 
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therefore break my promiſe without giving 
ſome reaſon for it. Tk Ted 

I was uneaſy at Lord Orford's coming here, 
as I was ſure he would admire Miſs st. Le- 
ger, but now that thought is loft in a certain 
evil. . | 
Surely, Charles, ſhe that poſſeſſes ſuch re- 
fined ſentiments, would not place her affec- 
tions on an improper object; if ſhe had, I 
am certain ſhe would not encourage the in- 
clination. 

Her behaviour to me was of the moſt flat- 
tering kind, and yet I clear her of being a 
coquet ; ſhe takes no pleaſure in a trata of 
admirers, but behaves with tae greateſt pro- 
priety. I have not ſeen her ſinte, as ſhe has 
been confined to her bed, the phyſicians ſay 
it is a fever on her ſpirits, if it ſhould prove 
fatal (heavens ſhicld me from that thought). 
I will accuſe myſelf of being her murderer < 
her delicate frame could not bear the ſhock I 
occaſioned her, what right had ] to intrude on 
her privacy ? | 

I requeſt dear Wilmot, you'll inquire if my 
old Swils is in London, for as I intend to go 
tv the Continent, I would be glad to have him 
with me; as 1 know him to be faithful; I 
thal! then bid adieu to love and happineſs, 


and 
H 4 
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and preſerve no other attachment, but my 
friendſhip for you. I feel myſelf not well, 
this diſappoiatment has almoſt drove me to 
diſtraction, 


Yours, 


HENRY SEYMOUR. 


a — . — 1 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 


Sir CHarLes WIMO T 4% Lofty Hivry 
SEYMOUR. 


Lenden. 


| Now believe it as firmly as my crecd, that 
„love makes wife men fools, and turns their 
wits, the ers ſide out.“ Did your lordſhip 
keep a copy of the laſt ditty you ſent me, if 
you did, look it over, and fee if you have not 
acted wrong from the beginning to the end. 
You ſay Miſs St. Leger has behaved in a moſt 
flattering manner to you; how do you know 
bat that moment ſhe was making compar - 

H 5 ſon 
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ſons no way to your Lordſhip's diſadvantage. 
If you had opened the trenches, my life for 
it the garriſon would have capitulated : your 
lordſhip acted too long on the defenſive, if 
you had taken my advice in time, hope and 
fear would have been baniſhed long ago, and 
have given way to certainty, but now you 
ere ſo far gone, it will take all the water be- 
tween this and the continent, to efface the 
impreſſion. 

But ſeriouſly as your happineſs is ſo much 
concerned, I intreat you will make one effort 
to ſound her inchnations : if ſhe is what you 
deſeribe her to be, ſhe will not keep you in 
ſuſpenſe; if ſhe inclines to you, ſeize plea- 
ſure while you may, it is my motto, and it 
has been a maxim laid down by the wiſcſt 
both in proſe and verſe; do not therefore 
ſacrifice happineſs that ineſtimable treaſure to 
punctilio. If your lordſhip was inclined to 
laugh! would furniſh you with a good ſub- 
j d: I em abſolutely in love, now take your 
revenge for all I have ever ſaid to you, but 
if ever you'll ſee me a pining lover [ will give 
you leave to poſt me; not but that J love 
the 4ittle Gypſey to diftr, iCtion, and ſhe is 
very willing to uſe her power, but J aſſure 
you 17 ſhall not have all the amuſement to 
hei ſ.! 


Al 
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All this time, I have forgot to acquaint 
your lordſhip, the object that has raiſed this 
commotion in the breaſt of your friend, is 
the Miſs Waldergrave, who you know I have 
taken ſome pains to avoid, but my hour was 
come, therefore there was no eſcaping ; ſhe 
certainly is without exception the moſt love 
inſpiring woman J ever met with, full of life 
and ſpirit! But let me periſh Seymour if I 
can give you her portrait, you muſt ſee her 
to judge; its not her eyes, its not her 
mouth, but Cecilia altogether.” I met her 
at Windſor with lady Wilton, a hopeful ma- 
tron you'll ſay, and I believe I ſhould have 
no very ſubime idea of my fair enſlaver, but 
that lady Sclina Seymour to my great aſto- 
niſhment was of the party. 

How lady Wilton had ſuch influence on 
the Dowager's, as to prevail on them to per- 
mit the young ones to be under her care, a 
good deal ſurpriſes me; their ſtay was but 
ſhort, for they went to town the day after 
the ball, to my no ſmall mortification, tho? 
had obtained permiſſion from the divine 
Ce ia; (don't I improve my lord) to wait 
on her in Groſvenor-Square, youu may af- 
ſure youſclt I availed myſelf of that p<rimi- - 
fon, to the eternal ditpleaſure of lady Wil- 
ton, who would abſolutely make me her 


property: 
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property: I could wiſh to break decently. 
with her, I pity her, tho' you know the con- 
nexion was 1ntirely of her ſeeking, ſo my 
conſſience is perfectly at peace with re- 
gard to her ladyſhip. 

Miſs Waldergrave and Miſs St. Leger are 
dear friends, your lordſhip would be almoſt 
i2 love with her, if you were to hear her 
talk of her Julia, for by that appellation ſhe 
always diſtinguiſhes her. I have ſounded her 
with regard to your imaginary rival, and ſhe 
has declared her friend was intirely. free from 
any attachment of that ſort, when ſhe went 
to Seymour Caſtle: Make the moſt of that, 
as you need not doubt your authority. 

Mrs. Waldergrave received me with a bet- 
ter grace than ſhe does moſt of her daughter's 
admirers: Cecilia is a very woman, ſhe ſmiles 
on all her train, you would laugh to ſee the 
buſtle ſhe occaſions when ſhe attempts to 
move, each votary endeavouring to. have the 
happineſs of handing their divinity to her 
chair. Lord Melvin ſhe has refuſed, but he 
dangles after her, depending I ſuppoſe on 
the fickleneſs of the ſex, and hoping he will 
ſometime or other. find her in a mood more 
favourable to his ſuit: I am at preſent par- 
ticularly diſtinguiſhed by her. If ſhe improves 
and continues as plealing as ſhe now is, I 
Mall certainly pop the queſtion, if ſhe ac- 
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cepts me L will hope for happineſs, and com- 
mence Benedict; but if ſhe rejects my propo- 
ſal, I will not hang or drown myſelf, nor 
yet go to the continent. 


Apropos, I have enquired for Canton, who is 
in town and waits your lordſhips commands: 
for heaven's ſake in your next letter be more 
yourſelf; if you perſevere in going abroad 
you ſhall not go alone, perhaps I may pre- 
vail on Miſs Waldergrave to accomnany 
you, and your. ſincere friend, 


CRARALES WILMOT. 


LETTER 


1 SEYMOUR CASTLE. 
LETTER XXVII. 


Miſs St. LsG6xR toe Miſs Cxciiia Wal Drx- 
GRAVE, 


Seymour Caſſ le. 


Ou Cecilia I can no longer conceal it 
from myſeif, 1 can no longer conceal it from 
my friend; the ſenſibility of your Julia has 
undone her. Veſterday the fatal {ccret diſ- 
covered itſolf to me, how fallen is your pour 
Julia in het own eyes; am 1 not deſpica— 

, | ble 
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ble in his? You too my Cecilia will blame 
me; if my flowing tears will permit me, 
I will tell you all; be gentle however my 
Cecilia in your rebuke, or elſe you will break 
the heart of your diſtracted friend: You 
know I was fond of taking likeneſſes, I could 
not reſiſt the impuiſe to attempt lord 
Henry's, but like Pygmalion 1 grew ena- 
moured of my own performance, yet till 
I only imagined I, admired the picture be- 
cauſe it was really beautiful. 
Sure fate was buſy with my ruin, all break- 
faſt yeſterday I complained of a head ach; 
lady Seymour would not hear of my going 
out, for it was one of our viſiting days to 
the tenantry: Mifs Sidney attended her lady- 
ſhip in her excurſion, lord Seymour vent 
out to ride, and I'retired to my dreſſing- room; 
wrapt up in ſecurity, I neglected the pre- 
caution to faſten the door, a precaution al- 
ways uſed whenever I took out the picture: 
Abſorbed in my faity dream a thouſand gay 
phaintoms 'of. happineſs, the favourite off- 
ſpring of deluſion danced. before me, inſen- 
ible to every or Many the object I was 
contemplating, till the air of the window 
blew it towards the door, but gueſs my diſ- 
treſs ang terror on ſeeing lord Seymour ſtoop 
ing to take if vp; 1 ſcreamed in fo dreadtol 
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mornent, and then advanced to the table 


with the picture in his hand, the blank ſide , 


fortunately for my,reaſon up; he I believe 
apologized for his intruſion, but what he 
ſaid I knew not: in a voice hardly articulate, 
] requeſted bim to leave me, he obeyed and 
leſt me to my own teflections, but gracious 


heaven to what refleQtions! My brain turns 
at the recollection: The tide of blended pa- 


ſſions by degrees ſubſided and I became a 
little more compoſed, I ranged the ex- 
panſive region of indulgent fancy for ſub- 
Jes of conſolation, but in vain; my dear 
Cecilia your Julia is not one of thoſe warm 
imaginations, which through the impendent 
dark'ning cloud can pierce the gloom, and 
diſcover the blue ſky behind it z your friend 
is too apt to look to the dark fide of the 

roſpe&t. Pity my weakneſs my Cecilia, 
but I dread loſing lord Henry's good opini- 
on, I ſhall be very unhappy without his 
eſteem, and am tormented with the ago- 


nizing thought of having forfeited by my 


own indiſcretion, what I would give the 
world to preſerve; I knew I had the moſt 
perfe& friendſhip for lord Seymour, but 
oh! Cecilia, how have I been miſled by 


words without meaning; for love, with all 


his train, except hope, now fits triumphant 
in 
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in my heart, and has robbed me of that 
peace, I fear I ſhall never more be in poſ- 
ſeſſion of; I have unſolicited given up my 
affections without a poſſibility of a return. 
Lord Seymour will think I have placed 
them on an object I am aſhamed to acknow- 
ledge, and if ever he had a favourable thought 
of me will baniſh it from his breaſt, and hold 
me in the light of an intriguing girl. In 
the midſt of my diſtreſs how happy am £Z 
in the friendſhip of my Cecilia, in whoſe 
boſom I can repoſe all my anxieties; the 
only happineſs her Julia has now in view. 

When lady Seymour and Miſs Sydney 
returned they were ſhocked at the alterati- 
on in me; lady Seymour inſiſted on ſending 
for her phyſician, which I did not oppoſe, 
as it will give me a pretence for not ſee- 
ing lord Henry, my heart dies at the 
bare idea. My ſpirits were ſo much agi- 
tated, that when I retired to reſt ſleep flew 
from my eyes; the perturbation of my mind, 
had chaſed away that attendant in tranquility, 
and I inſenſibly repeated thoſe lines of doctor 
 Young— 


« Tired nature's ſoft reſtorer, balmy ſleep, 

« He like the world his ready viſit pays, 

«© Where fortune ſmiles; the wretched he forſakes, 

« Swift on his downy pinions flies from woe 
And lights on lids unſullied with a tear. 


and 
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and indeed Cecilia mine were ſo ſwelled they 
would hardly cloſe; this morning I aroſe 
pale and unrefreſhed, and ſo much indi. 
poſed that the doctor when he came ordered 


me to bed. I will not obey him, till J fi- : 


niſh this, Write to me ſoon, I know! 
need not entreat, you will, the friend of 
my heart will continue as ſhe has ever been, 
attentive to her | 
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LE T TER XXVIII. 


Miſs Crcittia WarnterGRAVE, to Miſt Si. 
LxOER. 


Groſvenor-Sguare. 


Mv deareſt Julia how I pity you, and 
condemn lord Seymour; I know it would be 
impoſſible for him to live in the ſame houſe 
with you, and remain inſenſible to your ma- 
ny per fections; thanks to your charms he is 
moſt diſtractedly in love, Sir Charles who 
is his confident has told me all, at the 
ſame time entreated, I would inform him 


what your ſentiments were in regard of 
his 


1 
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his friend. Upon my honour I had a great 
mind to tell him of the picture, for I think 
lord Henry ahd you are at croſs purpoſes, in 
my idea it would be an act of charity to 
bring you to a right underſtanding; I cer- 
tainly would have told him, but I was afraid 
to hurt your delicacy ; however, I ſaid I could 
anſwer you were quite free when you went 
to the caſtle. I aſked him had lord Seymour 
declared himſelf, he ſaid he had not from a 
notion he had of your being engaged: 
mentioned Mr. Howard now earl of Denby, 
(by fhe way, I wiſh you were in town, the 
earl is juſt come from Spa, and retains his 
old partiality for you.) I told Sir Charles 
you bad refuſed him, and I was convinced 
you had no attachment at that time, that 
cauſed you to do fo, or I ſhould know it; 
you know my fair friend in that I told an 
* untruth, as you did not tell me of your pre- 
ſent one, till you could no longer conceal it; 
I ſuſpected you long ſince, but you would 
not plead guilty to the charge. But ſeri- 
ouſly, my Julia, I cannot ſee, why you ſhould 
be ſo unhappy about that affair of the pic- 
ture; J am in hopes it will make my lord ſo 
jealous that it will not be in his power any 
longer, to make a ſecret of his p»ffion, How 
ingenious you both are to torment your- 

| ſelves 
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| ſelves in raiſing bug bears, to fright you 
from enjoying the moſt agreeable time of 
your life, — 


« For what's life without paſſion, 
„Sweet paſſion of love.” 


but you were not content with ſipping the 
ſweets ; you have clogged your wings with 
the honey, and extracted the ſting; I am 
not for your cautious lovers, I think they ſa- 
crifice half their happineſs to their wiſdom, 
nor do I epprave of your, going under the 
doQors care, for in the firſt place it will hurt 


your ſpirits, and in the next it will puniſh. 
lord Seymour too ſeverely for intruding on 


your privacy. The man is monſtrouſly ſtu- 


pid or elſe he would have contrived to have 


ſeen the picture, I have no patience with his. 


falſe delicacy, did he want you to ſpeak firſt ? 
Don't be angry Julia, for I imagine your be- 
haviour. to him was not the moſt diſcourag- 
ing: Now I think I ſee my ſweet friend 
pout and put up her pretty lip, but you 
know I found you out long, ago, and am 
quite provoked at his lordſhip for being ſo 
dull of apprehenſion. | | 


Now 1 would tell you if I thought you 
would pay attention, that I believe Sir 


Charles Wilmot will be my papa, inſtead of 
my 


n 
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my lord and maſter, as my mother is paſſi- 
onately fond of him; ſo for fear of the 
match taking place, I think I muſt ſecure 
him. His uncle lord Morpath has been to 
pay me a viſit, the old man is almoſt in as 
great a hurry as his nephew; he paid me 
a great many compliments, and ſaid he 
feared he would join with the many, who 
would envy Charles the happineſs he would 
enjoy with ſo amiable a companion; talked 
of ſentiments, and I know not what. Sir 
Charles too had the temerity to plead for an 
early day, but I ſoon ſilenced him, for let 
them hurry as they will it ſhall not be con- 
cluded, till you and lord Seymour come to a 
proper explanation. 

Lady Wilton has been to ſee me, ſhe with- 
ed me joy of the accompliſhment of my 
wiſhes; but you muſt give me leave Miſs 
Waldergrave to doubt your yeracity ſaid ſhe. 
In what, lady Wilton ? You told me replied 
ſhe, you had never ſeen Sir Charles Wilmot 
before that night at Windſor ; upon my ho- 
nour lady Wilton I never had; ſhe ſighed, 
was filent for a time, atid ſoon after took her 
leave. Iam apprehenſive there was an im- 
proper connexion betwen Sir Charles and her; 
I do not take him to be a libertine from prin- 
ciple, but there are circumſtances which of- 

ten 
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ten lead a man into a labyrinth of guilt againſt 
his better reaſon. You are already too ſe- 
rious ſo will not begin to moralize, but con- 
clude with intreating you will not give up ta 
low ſpirits, but ſtrive to behave as uſual to 
lord Seymour : Would to God you could 
bring your mind to conſider Sir George Mor- 
daunt in the light he deſerves; I do not 
urge you my ſweet friend, as your happineſs 
is the firſt conſideration of your 


 Czcitia WALBDBERGRAYE, 


LETTER 
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LET TER: XXIX. 


Lord HENRY SEYMOUR, fo Sir CuARLES 
WIIMOr. 


Seymour-Caſtle. 


CI HE morning dawns not on a more an- 
Xious heart than Seymour's, my ſoul is all 
on fire, anxiety and impatience equally di- 
vide it, apprehenſion nearly devotes me to 
diſpair. Julia lies dangerouſly ill, the phyſici- 
ans have no hopes. On hearing the fatal news 
I almoſt diſtracted left the caſtle, and wan- 
dered for ſome hours in the wood, 1n hopes 

to 
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to acquire ſome degree of compoſure; I 
have prayed to Heaven to reſtore her, or to 
give me reſignation to ſupport the trial: Ol! 
Wilmot a ſevere one I find it will be to your 
unhappy friend. On my return I was told 
ſhe had fallen into a profound ſleep, upon 
which every thing depended this interval of 
ſuſpence ſickens affection, to me it is horrid 
big with woe. Heaven's what would I give 
to ſee the ſuffering angel!. But that is impo- 
ble, Emily never quits the room. 
It is now three o'clock, my eye lids are 
heavy but not with ſleep, reſt I will not 
court, it would be in vain, I muſt; write to 
amuſe my tortured mind. You tell me Wil- 
mot that ſhe loves me; by heaven's ſhe 
loves me not, nor ever could; or do you im 
agine that my intruſion could have affected 
her in ſuch a manner, no, no, my friend 
you are deceived. in that opinion, and would 
wiſh me to indulge the ſame, I muſt now 
baniſh all deluſive hopes, and drag on a 
wretched exiſtence, far retnoved from every 
tender connexion, for my paſſion will end but 
with my life: Her. beauty might have daz- 
zled my eyes, but it would not have miſled 
my heart, had it not been animated with 
ſomething yet more powerful; it is that 
captivating union between a lively ſenſibility, 
and invariable ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, it is 
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that tender feeling for the diſtreſſes of het 
fellow creatures; it is that juſtneſs of ſenti- 
ment, that exquiſite taſte that derive their 
excellence from the purity of her ſoul; it is 
in a werd the charms of her mind, more than 
thoſe ot her perſon, (lovely as that is) that! 
W 

Six ofclock and ſhe has not yet moved, 
her attendants tell me her ſleep is compo- 
ſed ; heaven will perhaps take pity on my 
tortured mind. It is now three days fince[ 
began this deer: Oh! Charles 1 am mad 
with joy, 'the phyſicians have pronounced 
her out of danger; Emily was the firſt to 


inform me of it, I fo far forgot myſelf, that 


caught the ſurpriſed girl and almoſt ſmother- 
ed her with kiſſes; when ſhe had diſengaged 
herſelf from me, ſhe put on a grave face; 
few to the door, ind called to the doctor 


who was going down ſtairs; dear doctor” 
ſald ſhe, ſtep in and feel lord Seymour 


pulſe, for 1 am afraid he is feyeriſh. The 


doctor entered the room, and with a ſolemn 


countenance, ſaid he was very ſorry to find 
me ſo affected, and ſeized my hand before ! 


could prevent it; fcr at the inflant I could 
not forbear lavgkirig at the ridiculous figure 


made, which confirmed him in the belief, 
that I had not only had a fever but was'deli- 


rious; he ſhook his head, ordered me to bed. 


Jo be let blood, and immediately after to take 
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an emetic; and he would call again to-mor- 
row. He then went to pay his comp imente 
to my aunt, and alarmed her ſv much, that 
it was ſometime before I could cnvincc her, 
I was perfectly well in body; indeed my 
dear Harry, * the old lady, your lo k3 
contradict your words, I wiſh yo wou'd 
make uſe of the doQor's preſcriptions; I 
treated ſhe would not urge me to do witat w1$ 
quite unneceſſary, though I could not bit 
agree with her in regard to my appearunee, 
for faith Charles I am but a walking ha- 
dow. Emily took ſhelter in Julia's ruoin, or 
I would have made her pay for her amuſe- 
ment. 5 

When Julia recovers I will try all the art 
of ſoft perſuaſion to win her affections; it 
fail expect me in town immediately. Be 
no way uneaſy, Wilmot, at breaking with 
lady Wilton, as a continuation of your con- 
nexion with her will certainly prove the bane 
ef your happineſs. 

By all accounts Miſs Waldergrave is de- 
ſerving your tendereſt regards; happy man 
who have not played away your happineſs by 
falſe delicacy, and by a proper conduct are 
in the way to obtain the object of your ar- 
dent wiſhes. Adieu I am beginning to g ow 

, melancholy, 
2 


> wa S$SEYMOUR CASTLE. 


melancholy, and therefore will not jnfect 
you with the ideas of a diſtracted mind. 


Your's Sincerely; 


Hunky StyMovn: 


LETTER 
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LETTER XR: 


Miſs St. Lxazrx fe Miſe Ceciita Wa- 


GRAVE, 


Seymour-Caftle. 


Ir is permitted me once more to write 
to my dear Cecilia, ill, very ill, has your 
Julia been ſince her laſt to you; the ten- 
der heart of my friend wouid have been too 
much affected, did you know all I ſuftered 
in thoſe few days; I am happy you were 
unacquainted with it, till I could inform you 
myſelf, and at the ſame time tell * my 

ꝛealth 
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health is now returned, but ah! Cecilia not 
my peace: Yet do not deſpiſe me for 4 
weakneſs, which I will endeavour to con- 
quer; nor blame me for again declaring 1 
could never accept Sir George Mordaunt, 
whilſt my idea of perfection is lord Sey- 
mour, I ſhould think it criminal to become 
the wife of another. Do not imagine 'tis his 
matchleſs form, his perſonal -beauties, that 
have caught me; no my Cecilia, the heart 
of your Julia is not the conqueſt of a lovely 
face: Beauty is his leaſt perfection. To a 
Hart governed by a. generoſity unbounded, 
he adds a mind accompliſhed, elegant and 
tender; theſe were the attractions that en- 
gaged my friendſhip, it was more my Ce- 
cilia, you know the ſenſibility of your friend, 
you have feen my health, my life attacked 
by the ſolly of indulging ſentiments too ten- 
der, to be harboured in a female breaft, but 
you ſhall in future ſee my reaſon triumph 
over paſſion: I owe the effort to my much 
revered lady Seymour, who is much altered 
by my illoeſs, I will ſtrive by my unremitted 
attention to fmooth her down of life: Hea- 
veins! what ſhe would ſuffer if ſhe knew the 
cauſe of my late indiſpoſition. | 

I beheve I ſhall ſee lord Seymour with 
more compoſ..re than I ſhould before my ill- 
neſs. Emily tells me he has been almoſt diſ- 


tracted on my account, to be ſure he blames 
bimſelf 
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himſelf for the agitation he occaſioned me; 
how unhappy am I in giving pain to thoſe 
J love, untilr that unfottunate morning 
thought myſelf compleatly happy, but that 
idea ſoon vaniſhed,“ and like the baſeleſs fa - 
brick of à viſion left not a wreck'behind.” 
If happineſs was a perrenial flower how in- 
duſtriouſly ſhould we ſhun every thing that 
. would be likely to deſtroy it, but alas! where 
is the ſoil in Which it always blooms, in moſt 
that I have ſeen it fades away; nay ſome- 
times it is blaſted before it takes root, and 
indeed my Cecilia my ſeed of happineſs lay 
on the ſurtace, When I contemplate the 
virtues of lady Seymour, and the friendſhip 
of my Cecilia, the world has little elſe in it to 
engage me: Lord Seymour I have bid an 
eternal adieu to, in any light but that of a 
friend, I think I can now ſee him without 
emotion, and time I hope will effect the reſt, 
and make me not unworthy the eſteem, and 
love Cecilia beſtuws on her 
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Feen the SAME tothe SAME, 


Seymeur-Cafile. 


/ HAT can occaſion the ſilence of my 
dear Cecilia, at a time I ſtand in the greateſt 
need of her advice, the dreadful interview 
is over: lady Seymour brought lord Henry 
to ſee me on ſunday, you cannot imagine any 
thing to equal my diſtreſs; I was ready 
to ſink, but by the help of my ſalts I kept 
myſelf from fainting : He I think ſeemed in 
equal confuſion, Emily fortunately engaged 
lady Seymour at the window, (for I — 
the 
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the dear girl ſuſpects ſomething, ) till my lord 
had paid his compliments to me, he ſaid but 
little and ſoon retired. 

The Newbourg family arrived on mon- 
day, to you my ſweet friend I may confeſs 
the uneaſineſs their coming occaſioned me, 
as | have not recovered my ſpirits ſuffici- 
ently to mix with ſtrangers, not that I give 
way to lowneſs or unpleaſing reflections, but 
thoughts will obtrude; I ſtrive to banith all 
that are diſagreeable, and to convince you 
I am ſiacere you ſhall ſee the powe: I in- 
voke. | 


Come hope thou kind perſuaſive maid, 
Apply thy gentle art, 
Oh! hither hade with thy ſoft aid; 


To heal my receut ſmart, 


It is not but what Cecilia, I have ſuffered 

a great deal to bring my mind to be ſo com- 

poſed, but I now confider it this unfortu 
nate accident had nut happened, could lord 
Seymour be any thing to me; my. fortuae 
is too ſmall to gun the approbation of his 
family, they look to a match with lady 
Carolina Newbourg, Who has ſixty thouſand 
pounds at her own diſpoſal, ' and the earl 
her father will give as mach more. Mooney 
is wanted by the duke, tus exiravagancc of 
the 
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the marqueſs having involved the eſtate: But 
why muſt lord Henry be ſacrificed? Deceive 
not yourſelf Julia letd Henry approves the 
match, Happy lady Carolina, thy guardi- 
an angel has been watchful of your happi- 
neſs, whilſt mine has ſlept unmindful of his 
charge; forgive me my Cecilia for bringing 
the tear of compaſſion in thy laughing eye, 
but it is not the firſt time I have diſtreſſed 
the heart of my ſweet friend. I did not 
leave my room till monday evening, when 
Emily came to bring me to the drawing- 
room; when I entered lady Carolina was ſeat- 
ed at the harpſichord, playing a leſſon of 
Sacchini's, lord Seymour accompanying her 
on the violin: She plays with great taſte and 
judgment, lady Seymour introduced me in 
the moſt affectionate manner, and ſpoke of 
my illneſs in terms that made the tear trem- 
ble in my eye; lord Henry as he led me to 
a chair expreſſed his joy at my recovery, and 
on ſeeiug me again down ſtairs; I bowed my 
thanks, ior my voice failed me. Emily did 
every thing in her power to compoſe my 
too viſibie agitation, and by the time tea was 
over ſac had preitey well ſucceeded. 

I ſhall leave my deſcription: of the viſitors 
till my next, as I want to make a requeſt 
of my much loved friend; why my Cecilia 
wiil. you defer your own happineſs and that 
of ſo deſcrving a man as Sir Charles, as you 
kicw Wet you all de to will never happen, 
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be ſuperior to all female arts; you love Sir 
Charles, he is worthy of you; by a union 


with him you make many happy, yourſelf 


et on it; will you diſappoint her hopes? 
Surely Cecilia you will nbt be diſobedient to 
her deſites, and let me be informed in your 


great'y ſo: You ſay your mother's heart is 


next, that the day is fixed, whea that is done 


may you be ever happy. Adieu, I diſpatch 
this with every wiſh for your felicity, and 
believe me ever your fſuicere friend, 


* 


Juilra St. Lxcrs, 


LETTER 
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LETTER AXXIL 


Miſs Cxcuia WAI DEARCRA VI, te Miſt &. 


LieIR. 


: Groſvenar Square. 


EF you Jalia it will never be, though 
Jou my 1weet friend uſe all your ſoft per- 
juaſive rhetorick, it will be all in vain; 1 
have vowed a Yow, and that is regiſtered, ſo 
it is in Vain for you to plead, as it is not 
in my power to grant your teqdeſt, perhaps 
you ate afraid of bis couſtancy); if he is 
fickle let hem go, | ſhall have a fortunate 


(case, if other wiſe be will meet his reward 
from 
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from my fair hand, will that ſatisfy you? 
Take my word for it, I would prefer a de- 
ſcription of your rival, (as I have not ſeen 
her ſince ſhe came from France) to your 
matrimonial advice, if I had been lady Ca- 
rolina I ſhould have never made one of the 
party to the caſtle, it is ſo like going to ſeek 
a huſband, 

And now Julia fince you have declared you 
will not have lord Henry, what think you of 
lord Orford ; if I was not ſome how or other 
ſo entangled with Sir Charles, (I do not 
know what bewitched me to give him fo 
much encouragement,) I really imagine [ 
ſhould entertain a tendre for his lordſhip; 
he is ſo infinuating, ſo tender, and fo ſenti- 
mental, oa my life I think he maſt ſacceed 
Whenever he picads in earneſt; I have told 
Sir Charles ſo, but he is too volatile to be 
made uneaſy by any thing I ſay of that kind. 
believe the man ſtands ſo well in his own 
opinion that I could not make him jealous : 
Do you know Julia I am beginning to be diſ- 
pleaſed at his attentions, for he has abſolute- 
ly baniſhed all my B-aus, but poor lord Mel- 
vin, whois like the dial io the ſun. I really 
think I am as much negleQed as if I was 
married. Now Julia have you no plty for 
my mclanchouly ſituation, let me entreat you'll 
compoſe your miad, and be not ſo great a 
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churl of yout ſentiments for lord Seymour, 
unbend a little and he'll ſoon diſcover what 
will enforce the happineſs of each; I again 
beſeech you my dear girl to conſider the ſad 
predicament I ſtand in: you only cn ſave me 
from further mortifications, therefore be 
ſpeedy in your determinations, as you love 
your friend 


CEciuia W ALDERGRAYE, 


SEYMOUR CASTLE, 183 


LETTER XXXIII. 


Miſs St. Licizs ND Miſs Cxellla Walbzx- 


SRAVI. 


Groſvenor Square. 


- 
Y OUR laſt letter my dear Cecilia gave 
me finceie concern, to ſee my much beloved 
fin} pl-y with her happineſs in a maniier 
a, alarining, it is not that I ſuſpe& dir 
Ci:irl:s's conttancy, or your power tocharm, 
b. o man ef ſenſe my dear Cecilia likes to 
b- r a foriovt; how could you ſoppoſe 
„% ja.k.'s cart ſhould be capable of another 
attachment, 
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attachment, you who are acquainted with the 
weakneſs of your friend, the wound is not 
yet heal'd, take care Cecilia you do not make 
it bleed afreſh. 


I am ftriving againſt a paſſion that had al- 


moſt brought me to the verge of the grave, 
I hope to conuqor but will take care never to 
admit another gueſt, my nature recoils at 
the bare idea. As you love me do not then 
teize me about what will never happen. 
Lord Orford is very amiable, he is every 
thing you ſay, and J am afraid beholds your 
Julia with the eyes of partality ; do not ac- 
cuſe me of vanity, his attentieus are too 
marked to eſcape notice, lord Henry rather 
lcaves him opportunities to entertain me; in- 
deed Cecilia you are miſtaken in regard of 
his ſentiments for me, to lady Cal olina he 
is complaiſant but diſtant, ſhe ſeems to ex- 
pect a great deal more than ſhe receives; to 
you a deſcription of her ladyſhip I ſhould 
rink unneceſſary, but that you ſay you have 
not {cen her ſince her teturn frum the Conti- 
rent, and Tam told ſhe improved in her per- 
ſon amazivgly the two years ſhe was there; 
Ler age | {-ppoſe you know to be about three 
and iwenty, a Brunetta bEut of the beſt ſtile, 
rather ſhewy than pretty, cxtiemely lively 
end degagce, not the lcaſt of the Mauvai/e 
henie, ber air, her perſen, ber deportment, 
Ler tou, enſerible col. vey fiikingly the wo- 
man 
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man of quality; but Cecilia ſhe is rather for- 
ward, ſhe wants a little of her brother's ten- 
derneſs of diſpoſition to make her amiable, 
do not think I ſee her through a falſe medi- 
um, I give her all her due, but in my opi- 
nion ſhe is not formed to make lord Henry 
happy; you ſmile my dear Cecilia, but I 
am very ſerious. Emily I am afraid does not 
behold lord Orford with the eyes of indiffe- 
rence, I wiſh he would ſee the perfections of 
the ſweet girl, ſhe is always praiſing him to 
me, but I have told her my ſentiments 1n re- 
gard of him, Farewell my deareſt Ceciliz 
and believe me ever Your's, 


| JuLta St. L xo; 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


Lord HkxRT SEYMOUR, 1 Sir CHARLES 
WII Nor. 


Seymour Caftle. 


] Am apprehenſive Wilmot it was decreed: 


when I came into this world, I ſhould be 
unhappy ;- but why ſnould I preſume to ac- 
= providence when I have made my own 

ate. . | 
I have ſeen Miſs St. Leger, ſhe is greatly 
altered, but not leſs beautiful in my eyes A 
think 
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think her if poſſible a more intereſting figure 
than before, a cruel ſomething prevs upon 
her heart, what I would give to know the 
cauſe, provided, it was in my power to re- 
move it. Oh! Wilmot, the canker worm 
feeds on her lovely cheeks, her health and 
ſpirits viſibly decline ; if I offered my heart 
and hand I do not think ſhe would accept 
them, if ſhe did it would be a divided heart 
I ſhould obtain, and that would never ſatisfy 
your friend. No, no, I doat, I adore, but 
refine too much to be happy. 

Lady Carolina Newbourg and that family 
are here; you know the Duke's ſentiments 
with regard to that match, but it will never 
be; my eyes are cloſed to beauty, T only feel 
its influence when I turn them inward, and 
gaze upon the image in my heart, for 1 
think my preſence adds to her uneaſineſs ; 
Orford is I am ſure deeply ſtruck, I do 
not know one more likely to ſucceed (if ſhe 
is diſengaged). by heavens! Wilmot there's 
madneſs in that thought, ſhall I ſtand tame- 
ly by and ſee her on whom my hope of 
happineſs is placed, torn from me: I am 
diſſatisfied with myſelf, direct me my friend 
how to act, but why aſk advice I cannot 
take? For if ſhe accepts lord Orford I will 
not anſwer for the conſequences ; my brain 

is 
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is on fire at the have ies, I muſt bid you 


farewell, as it is not in my power at this 
time to wilte with the leaſt connexion, 


Ever Your's, 


HENRY SEYMOUR, 


LETTER 
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Lagy Cirotina NzwnOuRG, fo MA. Nx- 


VILLE, 


Seymour- Caftle, | 


e From harneſs plain work, and from croaking | 
© TOOKS, $s- | 

« Old faſhion'd kalls; dull aunts, ind godly- 
« books,” ? | 


O FF ER up your prayers for your Ca- 
rolina to be delivered, that ſhe may be at 
liberty 
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liberty to enjoy the ſmoak and noiſe of her 
enchanting London; for though there is 
youth and beauty here, they are ſo primi- 
tive, ſo made up, if it was not for the male 
creatures that inhabit this gothick manſion, I 
would {wear I had been conveyed to a nun- 
nery to do penance for my ſins. As for my 
intended he is a charming fellow, but would 
you believe it, he beholds my ladyſhip with 
as much indifference, as he would the pie- 
ture of his grandmother, or what is worſe, if 
I was ſix months married to him. You will 
very naturally aſk what taliſman he poſſeſſes 
to make him invulnerable to the power of my 
all ſubduing charms. I tell you Harriet I am 
afraid he has a penchant to a Miſs St. Leger, 
who is a ward of lady Seymour's, it is the 
faſhion here to admire her; ſhe had been ill 
before we came, if you were to ſee lord Sey - 
mour's attentions to her, you would abſolu- 
tely idolize him, and hate the cauſe as much 
as I do: I am not of a diſpolition to fit 
tamely down with a diſappointment, I was 
reſolved to accept of his lordſhip before I ſaw 
him: The marqueſs his brother is in ſo bad 
a tate of health, that there is little hopes he 
will recover, but ill as he is, he is now en- 


joying the dear delights of Paris, wiſely re- 
ſolving to live all the days of his life, and 
ſtrey the way over with flowers. It was the 
expectation of his quickly making his exit, 


that 
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that determined me: Oh! the enchanting 

ſound make way for the dutch ſs of Leiceſter's 

chair, &c. &c. My heart ſickens at the 

continuation of lady Carolina Newbourg's 

ſervants. Give me rank and precedence, if 
lord Seymour does not change his mode of 

behaviour, by all the feelings of a ſlighted 

woman, Pl be revenged ! 

Lord Orford has a mind to play the fool, 
he has fallen deeply in love with this bluſh- 
ing ſentimental Julia; I tell you Harriet I 
could not endure her to be my ſiſter, my 
diflike is ſo fixed, I could net be always mor- 
tified with hearing of her perfeQtions. My 
father and mother encourage him in his fol- 
ly: She I am ſure loves lord Seymour, her 
danguiſhing eyes betray her inward feelings, 
We had company yeſterday, amongſt the reſt 
a captain Sedly, an all accompliſhed fellow; 
who had the humanity to make me ſenſible 
by a thouſand delicate hints, I had not loſt 
my power to conquer; what a pity it is that po 
he is a yaunger brother, but have I not for- J 
tune ſufficieat for both? I muſt guard a- 
gainſt his infinuations, he is à pretty fellow 
to carry:bne's fan, to dangle in my ttain, 
but from making a huſband: of him, good 
heaven keep your nl 1% 10 0095 


; [2-407 »# vi] > 
CaroLling NEWBOURG. 


LETTER 
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LETTER Xxxvi. 


Sir CnaxlEs WMO r % Lord Hexey 


3% 


SEYMOUR, 


| p Londom 


{ 


Ira you my. lord that my happineſs de- 
pends on you, Cecilia Waldergrave has de- 
clared ſhe will nat permit me to callcher mine 

till her Julia is quite tecovered ; by your 
account of het that is far diſtant. To make 
uſe of your own words you refine too much 
to be happy, you multiply ttouble to your- 
ſelf, I want to know how you intend io be- 

have 
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have to lady Caroline, who is gone all the 
town knows not to be cout ted, bu! to know 
if you'll pleaſe to accept her. To tell you 
my idea of the matter [ thick it rather inde- 
licate, and am aſftoniſh:d at the Earl's not 
beholding it in the ſame light; but vou ate 
a happy man, Seymour, thovg') Ike mult 
monopolizers in that line, inſe.fibl. of your 
own happineſs: Sure you cannot have tie 
heart to ſend her back a ſpinſter, but wtilit 
I am pleading the cauſe of the divine Caro- 
line, you are meditating the deſtruQtign of 
her brother. Tell me my lord, have you ac- 
quainted lord Orford of your attachment to 
Miſs St. Leger, if you have not, what right 
have you to be diſpleaſed with him? I am» a- 
fraid of the conſequence of your rejeti::g his 
ſiſter, and your acknowledging a paſſion for 
Julia, what diſagreeables might you have a- 
yoided by making that confeſſion before they 
came. 

As to my own affairs they are rather gloo- 
my, by Cecilia's perverſeneſs in not nameing 
the t.me that is to make me ſupremely hap- 

y, though I ſtrive to bear it with patience; 
ady Wilton finding ſhe could not make me 
what ſhe pleaſed, told a tale of woe to Cecilia, 
who behaved like an angel on the affair, I 


am now in my probation and hope to fiuiſh 
it with eclat, 


Vor. I K 


> 
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Lady Wilton is gone to Spa, ſhe has 
my pity, and ! 1 wiſh her a re forma- 
tion; you jufily ſay J cannot adviſe yon, 
therefore write me your proceedings; theſe 
women what pleaſing torments they are, what 
uneaſine(s they occaſion us, but yet there is 
no living without them, they are neceſſary 
evils. 

Burn this when you read it, for if a female 
was to ſet her eyes on it, I ſhould be de teſted 
by the whole ſex, and that would not much 


delight your 


-CHARLes WII Mor. 


LETTER 


s EY MO UR CASTLE 19; 


LET TRR “ 7 


Aſs Cecnia' WADRenAvx, 4 Miſe St. 


Lien. 


Cre ſvenor-Sguare. 


War: Juha turned match maker, it 

does not content you to reject lord Orford 
but you muſt provide him a wife ; fie Julia. 
are you not afhamed to be a provident gen- 

tlewoman at ſweet nineteen. Hie! ho! in- 

deed my love I have had my ſhare of trou- 
ble fince I wrote laſt to you. Lady Wilton 
lodged a complaint againſt Sir Charles Wil- 
| mot 
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mot for a breach of contract, where he 
bound himielf to marry her at the deceaſc of 
ber lord. 

Oh! Jia your feeling heart will tell you 
better then words, what I ſuffered till it was 
cleared up, which Sir Charles did to the ſa- 
tistacti en uf us all, but was o„blig d to con- 
fc 1> he had an entanglement with the unfor- 
tunate woman, h,, thought to be revenged 
en him by exp ſing herſelf. 

Lord NM rpath when all parties were ſa tis- 
fed urged an carly day, but in that I was 
immovable : I ſhall make Sir Charles do pen- 
ance for paſt folly, for he certainly was very 
culpable, though nut qu'te as bad as repre- 
ſented to me. I am ſhocked to death to = 
of thoſe horrid contracts, which are to be diſ 
charged, by the dſf:-lution of the moſt ſacred 
inſtitution ; far I do not think the unfortu- 
nate object that 's the bar to the gratifica- 
tion of their deſites, perfectly fafe: la my 
opinion a woman that would be capable of 
ſigning ſuch a contract, would do any thing 
to remove the obſtacle to her wiihes; if I 
was a man how much I would deteſt ſuch a 
woman. Sir Charles behaves with proper 
decency on the occaſion, and kifſcs the rod 
that chaſtiſes him, bu! do not infer Miſs Ju- 
ha that I am that rod; n+, n, he is too ſen- 
fidle of his eriors, to ſeek ſuch a reward yet 
a me. My mother takes his part, are you 
| | not 
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not aſtoniſh-d at the old gentlewom in, but 
in this | will have my own way, I will give 
no encoutagemeni to vice, and for his ru- 
tore good will panith him a little, to make 
him more i n{i-le ot the value of my forgive- 
neſs, when | huld out the olive branch to 
him great will be his joy. The bell cings tor 


| dinner, 


Your's in haſte, 


Cacitia WALDEAGRAYE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 


> 4 F. 


Miſt St. LzGzx jo Miſt Cc Wal bi- 
SRAVX. 
Seymour · Cafile, 


H] my Cecilia, your laſt letter pained 
my heart, thank God the diſagrecable affair 
is over; you did not tell me any particulars 
of that unhappy woman, has ſhe left her lord, 
or is her infamy made public? May ſhe re- 
pent her wickedneſs and be ſenſible of her 
faulis; we have too many inſtances of ſuch 


horrible contracts, and J am glad Sir _— 
das 
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has had it in his power to clear himſ.lf & 

ſuch an abominable crime. _ 
You may jeſt as you will Cecilia, but I 

with I could make lord Ocfo d ſee the amia- 


ble Emily with the eyes of parliaſity with 


which he beholds your friend, for Iam now 
too certain of what is no cauſe for triumph 
to your Julia, that ſh: has made a conqueſt 
of lord Ocf »rd's heart. 

The earl of Newbourg has propuſed to la. 
dy Seymour (s my guardian) for me, and 
took an opportunity to tell me he hoped 


his ſon would be ſo fortunate as to gaia my 


approbation, and paid me many compliments 


on the happineſs he propoſed to himſelf in 


calling me daughter, I 'bluſhed exceſſively, 
and thanked him as well as my confuſion 
would permit 'me, but declined the honour, 
Pardon me, my dear Miſs St. Leger, faid the 
good old man, if. I thought your affections 
were engaged I would not have given a mo- 
ment's pain to that gentle boſum, but let 
lord Orford ſigh in ſecret; however, I would 
not have forgiven him, had he been inſenſi- 
ble to ſo much merit, I raiſed the earl's 
hand to my lips, couriſied and left the room, 


Juſt on the lobby I mer lord Seymour who 


appeared in a ftate of diſtraction, he ſeized 
my hands which he graiped very hard, and 
cried, (in a voice that terrified me) — 
Cao ave 
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have you accepted lord Orſord? Why, my 
lord do you aſk? replied I, do not, do not, 
torture me cru. |, urkind Julia, (oh! Cecilia 
if he could have looked into my heart at that 
trying moment, he would not call me cruel 
or unkind) he ſtill held me: my diſtreſs 
was equal to his own, at laſt I ſaid: indeed 
my lord, lord Oi ford is not, nor never can 
be any thing to me; be caught me in his 
arms, and ſaid 'f-merhing, but, what I can- 
not tell, my agitation” was ſo great, and with 

difficulty 1 broke front him and gained my 
dreſſiag room, where I ſhould have fainted 
was it not for ſome Eau- de- Luce and wa- 
ter I took whieh revived me a little. What 
my dear Cecilia, am I to think of his behavi- 
our? Heaven ſhield me, for | know not 

what will become of me, if he loves me, and 

declares himſelf ; I do not believe it would be 

in my power to conceal my ſentiments, mar- 
1y him I would not with ſuch a diſparity of 
fortune, for I could not bear to be deſpiſed 

and hated by his friends, as | certainly would, 
for being the means of depriving them of 
lady Carolinc's enormous fortune; never did 
your Julia regret the want of it till now, 
even the flattering idea of being bcloved 
adds more pain to my boſom, as I well know 
1 muſt not liſten to its whiſperings. 


Lady 
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Lady C. roline ſeems very nuch attached 
to lo d Hay, bit flirts a great deal with a 
captain edly, nephew to lady Hirdgove, he 
is no way baſhf il, and poſl. ſſes all the re- 
quſiies to recommend him to a lady of faſhi- 
on. Sie ſee ns to diſlike me very much, 
yeſterday ſhe endcavonred io m tif me, 
and made me colour (I believ.) crin:fon deep, 
by ſaying ſhe was ſire Miſs 8. Leger was 
in love, and tu ning to me hoped it was not 
a hopele is paſſion I was entangled in; and 
then looked full at lord Sey mou: Ah! lady 
Caroline, replicd he, tis impoſſible that Miſs 
St. Leger ſhould ever love, and not have it 
return d an hurdred fold; the man mult be 
the moſt for: unate of his fex, on whom ſhe 
P'aces her affections. Hum! ſaid the, has 
your lordſhip ſtrove to be the happy man? 

Compaiy coming in prevented Emily from 
hearing h's anſwer, for Ind quite the room 
# the beginning of the cynverfation ; fortu- 
nately for me, I had been ſtanding up with 
an intention to go to my own apartment 
when ſhe male her good natured (ſpeech, or 
feu I ſhoud have rendered my ſelf quite 
ridiculous by the confuſion her raillery would 
have thrown me into, 

Since the adventure on the lobhy, there is 
at ger neſs nns behaviour I never obſerv+ 
cd b. or., ii makes me uneafy as I am appe- 
8 heuſive 
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henſive lady Seymour may think I am car- 
rying on a clandeſtine correſpondance with 
him; at times I believe he ſees my unhappi- 
neſs, and then nothing can equal his delicacy, 
though it is viſible he is affected by it. Alas 
why know I the miſery to give pain to a 
worthy heart! N 3 
Lord Orford left this yeſterday, I am a- 
fraid he has diſcovered my ſecret, ſomething 
' he faid when he was taking leave, made me 
think he gueſſed the reaſon, why he was re- 


jected, may he be as happy as he deſerves 
is the ſincere wiſh 


of your affectionate 


JuLta St. LzGER, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


| The Honouradle Captain GxorcGr Szprr, To 


Francis Monxton, Er; £ 


Hardgrove-Hall. 


You know, Monkton, my affairs were ſo 
deranged that it was not in my power to re- 
main much longer in London, I made a vir- 
tue of neceſſity, and accepted my aunt Hard- 
grove's invitation to ſpend ſome time at the 
hall; on my arnval I was welcomed by Sir 
Jeremiah with a cordial ſhake of the hand, & 
you are, nephev , jult come in time, there is - 
va 
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vaſt deal of company at the caſtle; the great 
fortune lady Caruline Newbourg is there, 
why boy, ſhe has one hundred and twenty 
thouſand pounds, a great fight of money, fix- 
iy of it at her own diſpoſal; they ſay as how 
ſhe is to be married 1o lord Henry Seymour 
but we know better, my lrd likes our Letty 
but mum here is my lady, ſaid the ſimple ba- 
ronet. Thus did his tongue run on, and 
heaven knows when he would have ended, if 
his good lady's appearance had not put a liap 
to his loquacity, tor you muſt know the grey 
mare &c. &c. So much lor proverbs, which 
] have dared ſo quote in defiance to the eſtab- 
liſned mcde of good breedi'g; hut take no- 
tice | have not intirely deviated from the line 
chalked out by that great maſter of polite- 
neſs, for I gave you but the half of ir. 

My aunt received me with great majeſty, 
and preſented the chilaren to me, who. by 
the way are almoſt out of their trens, though 
but juſt emerged wut of the nuricry; as 
their mama very wiſely thinks it, is not good 
for giils to appear too (yon in the W rid: 1 
was P«yirg ſome compliments to the poor 
winge, when my lady cricd out fir Mr. Sedly 
how can you talk ſo, to ſuch children; my 
dear aunt, replied I, how can eng tre btauty 

in any age, and not admire it, and 1 think 
Sophia the Exact cuunte: part of your * bn 
Pp 
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ſhip. I hit the right key, Monkton, Sophia 
is abſolurely handſome, and her moth-r q "re 
the reveiſe; fini m= a woman Frank that is 
not open t flittery, | h.v: been rer dear 
nephew ani coſin ever ſince, an] am even 
permitted to comp with the girls, ani think 
it an ct of charity to ive them alittle whole- 
ſome ex. rciſc ; {> much for family matters, 
nw t my plan which is to attack this lady 
Carilni; (iicath if] was to win her ſixty 
th, land p un ds, what a happy fellow I 
ſnould be; yo.'ll aſk what pretentions I can 
form, that have nothing but a red coat and 
cock.ade to recommend me; *tis very true [ 
an but a younger brother. If my father had 
judged right, he would have contrived to have 
tet; Tom the fix thouſand (with which I have 
bo 1ght my experience) and me the eſtate, 
Tum wo1ld have realized and I ſhould have 
enjoyed the rleaſures that affluence affords, 
and wich he has not a taſte for, now I have 
the ſpirit b:t not the ability, But PI! tell 
ycu hat | think is much ia my favour, I am 
a tall handſome, well m-de young fellow, 
have a go d addreis, fing, and play well, 
and th.n ] d nce to a mirecle, with a decent 
flock of afſurance, which believe me Frank 
is a neceſſary aſſiſtant in our paſſig- through 
life, and as for rbetorick, O! you Gs how 
I can talk! All your tender exclamations of 
© abr 1 ah 


206 8 EYMOUR CASTLE. 


ah! and oh! are mine, and then I can ſigh 

as if my heart would rend in twain. Do you 
think, Monkton, ſhe is invincible, perhaps 
you'll ſay too that her affections are engag- 
ed. Plha what objections you raiſe, it is 
however worth the trial. This eveninglam to 
reconnoitre the out works. Lady Hard- 
grove has (ent to deſire my attendance, you 
ſhall near an account of my ſucceſs, 


Your's in haſte. 


GrokGn Stpbiy. 


| LETTER. 
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LETTER XI. 


From te SAME t be SAME, 


Har dg rove=Hal!l. 


ENI Vidi Vici. I tell you Monkton 
I fail before the wind, I am every thing with 
lady Caroline, though I did not expect to 
have ſo many difficulties to encounter; no 
leſs than three g::dd.ſſ:s, but mine was not 
the deciſion of Paris, the prize was given to 
the golden dame, not to the goddeſs of 
beauty, for had you ſeen the (oft inſinuating 
Julia, you would allow her that appellation, 
and wonder at my fortitude, I was received 


by 
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by lady Seymour with great politen-ſs, and 
imtoduced to thr Cumpary in a manner that 
beſpoke a welcome. Aftet tee I had the hap- 
pin. ſs to hand lady Carobna to the harpſi- 
chend, on which ſhe is a capital performer; 
all my atientions were paid to her, only when 
my eyes unbidden wanered to the |: vely 
ulia St. Leger, or her farr friend Emily 
dney. Lord Orford prevailed on Mus St. 
Leger e take lady C rol na's ſ at at the 
hai pſi herd : Oh! M.unkion, how can I 
cot. ey you an idea of the ſo nds that. a ſſail- 
ed my eat when ſh: began io fi ig. the tuts 
ſhe uttered were ſoft as the ſhej-nerd's pipe, 
I had «lnoft forget myſelt To X ay hard'y 


to be concealed, when lad}; Ca wina aſked 


me what I tho gut of Mis 8. Leger's per- 
formance. I told ner my tho guts were ſauce 
cupied by one biet I was i. ctible to every 
otÞe: ; ne ſwallowed it, at d | could perceive 
ſhe cd me with more attention for the re- 
mi der of the ever g. I tell yen Monkton 
if ther- was a tribune at which flattery was 
to be tiicd, on my 10% there would be few 
cravin-.ls ar: aianed at it, as frw would pre- 
ſcu'e, for woa! eis 1 generatly received with 
ple re, go. [ la) it on with delicacy, for 
Extravoyunt Pretic Oni, feives fo render the 
2:ver and tceciver of it alide ridiculoys, 


7 


At 


—— 
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At our takirg leave, lady Seymour gave me 
2 gencral invitation of which I have availed 
myſelf, for I am never from the caſtle, . Lud 
Henry Seymour ſeems no way concerned at 
my aſſi luities io lady Carolina, who it is ve- 
ry v.fible does not diſl ke him, that no way 
alarms me, for ſhe may do as much out of 
preque as out of l ve; ſhe often faſtens on 
him and if be can, he turns her over to me, 
who am conſtantly at her elbw. 

Lord Orford has left this, at whoſe depar- 
ture I very much rejoice; I have no one now 
to obſerve my actions with a jealous attention; 
her father and mother leave her intirely to her 
own management. Lord Orford. propoſed 
for Miſs St. Leger, and was refuſed ; he tooK 
the firſt denial and gave up the purſuit. Lurd 
Henry Seymour it is evident is enamoured 
of the divine Juliaz and if | read right his lord- 
ſhip is not indifferent to her. Lady Carolina 
has requeſted I would pay my addreſſes to 
Miſs St. Leger in ſport, for you know Sedly 
I could not ſpare you, ſaid ſhe ſmiling. ſhe 
could not command me to do any thing more 
agreeable to my inclinations. H. r intention 
I am ſure is to make a miſunderſtanding be- 
tween Julia and lord Henry, which I will not 
do, but foil her at her own weapons ; ſhe has 
aſked a favour and ſhe ſhall pay for it; Iam 


at preſent neceſlary to her, and | believe ſhe 
would be uncaſy without me, though 3 
| ure 
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ſure if ſhe loves, it is lord Seymour; when 
he ſl ghts her ſhe flies to me, and to make 
up for his indifference I -make her always 
pleaſed with herſelf, of courſe with me, in 
ſhort | am become part of her exiſtence ; for 
ſhe could not be ſaid to live without having 
her vanity flattered : I know you'll blame me 
for taking ſo much pains about a woman 
that I have not a tender ſentiment for; but 
that ſhould be no conſideration with a young- 
er brother, who has ſpent his patrimony, 
and who has now nothing left but the poor 
pitiance of a captain's commiſſion, with the 
append:ge of honourable to make my pover- 
ty the more conſpicuous. 

Nov, Frank, what can yon advance in fa- 
vour ot ſentiment, when a fine girl with ſix- 
ty thouſand pounds is. in view, and perhaps 
the father who is the moſt diſintereſted man 
Rving, may throw in with his bleſſing the 
other ſixty to thy friend, the moſt acceptable 
Part let me tell you; I flatter myſelf my next 
will inform you that every thing is ſettled to 
the ſatisfaQtion of your ſincere friend 


 Crokcrx SEDLY, 


LET TER 
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{ LETTER XII. 


La CArOLtIng Nzwaouks te Miſe Na 


IXI. 


Seymour-Cofth. 


VY HAT in the name of curioſity are 
you about, is this your regard to your Caro- 
lina, left intirely to mylelf not one friend to 
adviſe me:; why did I leave town, the coun- 
try was always my averſion.— 


« Green fields, and ſhady groves, and chryſtal 
« ſprings ; | 
« And larks, and nightingales, are odi ous things,” 


- 
* 
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T fell you Harriet I am ruined, whv did 
you not ſee the poſlib:liy of lord H nry 
Scymour's not hking me, and the diſagecea- 
ble ſituation 1 ſhould be in, if that thould 
happen; you were not blinded by felt love, 
ſo to prevent the laugh of the town being 
againft me, I am going to do what I may 
all my life repent, to marry a man not worth 


a foot of land, but he loves me and I will re- 
ward him. | 


« Ard then the grateful youth ſhall owns 
% J loved him for himle.f alone.“ 


I wiſh 1 could fay I love him better than 


any one elit, but | ſhould tell you what has 
drove m to this extremity. I mentioned in 
my haſt, I was apprichenſive lord Seymour 
liked Miſs St. Leger, I ain now certain it is 
fo, which had made me reſolve to render 
them unhappy if I poſſibly could, for that 
purpoſe I ſpoke to Sedly io pay his addiefles 
to Julia, though I muſt acknowledge he ne- 


ver compliments her but what it makes me 


uneaſy ; I ſoon found lord Seymour was not 

leaſed at his aſſiduities, oh! Harriet how 
2 the diſſatisfaction his eyes expreſſed. 
On monday evening whilſt my too happy 
rival was at cards, ſhe drew out of her pocket 
with her handkerchief a letter, which I took 


up 
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up. Oh! heavens! exclaimed I, what a ſly 
gicl you ate, ou thick my lord continued 
I turning to Seymour, with whom ſhe cor- 
reſponds. Give me my letter lady Carolina 
ſays ſhe; not till I ſhew it my lord r. plied I, 


which 1 did having ſubſtitiuted one of my 


own, Which I had fur Scd'y in us place; [ 
h ld the direction to lord S:ymour, v ho ex- 
cla: med, is it poſſible, ]. lia looked aſtoniſhed 
but took no further notice, when I gave her 
back her own letter, which I managed fo well 


that no one perceived the change. I to. k 


lo:d Seymour's arm and ſauntered out tothe 
ardens, he is no way very entertaining, but 
flattered myſclf whilſt his reſentment was 
warm he might make an offer, which I was 
determined to accept; but I was diſappoint- 
ed, after giving him every encouragement [ 
poſſibly co::1d, he left me, pretended buſi- 
neſs, letters to anſwer which h: could not 
d=ter. Oh! how I curſed Julia, myſclf, and 
all the world; in this ſtate of diſtration my 
evil genius co-ijured up Sedly, who ſoothed 
my foul, and won me to h's purpoſe, I 
could not reſiſt his ſoft perſuaſive eloquence; 
I promiſed to be his, you cannot imagine his 
love, his g. atitude; he caug it me to his boſom, 
perſuaded me to name an early day. Re- 
ſentmeni opeiated in his favour, and I ſuf- 
fered myſ.]t to be pievailed on; * 1 
ave 
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have been too haſty, but the die is caſt, there's 
no retracting. 

If you write it muſt be ſoon as I do not 
know the time I ſhall leave this. Ah! Har- 
riet I am a bad plotter, I dug a pit and am 
fallen in myſelf; it is now no time for re- 
flection; if I have ſucceeded in ſeparating 


Seymour and St. Leger (two hateful names} 
it will ſatisfy your 


CaroLtNE NEWBOURG. 


>... —_— —_— — 


"We OY 
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End of the Firſt Volume.“ 
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